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A: Remonttrance, 


AGAINST 


PRESBITERY. 


Exhibited by divers of the NosrrrrrE, GENTRIS, 
Muinisrersand INHABITANTS 


of the County PALATINE. OF 


CHESTER 


with the Motives of that 
REMONSTRANCE, 


TOGETHER WITH A SHORT SUR- 
vey of the Presbyterian Difcipline. 


Shewing the inconveniences of it; and the incon- 
fiftency thereof with the conftitution of this State, 
being in its Principles deftru&ive to the Laws 
and Liberties of the People. 
With a briefe Review of the Inftitution, Succeffion, Iu- 
rifdiGion of the ancient and vencrable 
Order of Bifhops, 


Found to bee inftituted by the Apoftles, continued ever-fince, 
grounded on the Lawes of God, and moft agreeable 
to the Lawof the Land, 


WW By Sir THOM AS “ASTON Baronet. 


Horace, lib. 1, Epift. 2. 
Vt ingulent homines, (ureunt de uocte latrones, 


Vite ipfum ferves non exbergifceris ¢ 


Becatsfe my people hath forgotten eae, they have barat inc enfe 
to vanity, and they have caufid them to fumble in their ways, 
from the ancient paths, to walk in paths in a way not caflup. 

Ieremiah, 1°. 15. 


Printed for lobe Afton. 1641. 


> Ber 
THE KINGS MOST EX. ~“ 
CELLENT MAIESTIE. ‘ 


X 
> v 
Moft dread Soveraigne, Ba, “eC 
Arr bee it from my ambition, to prefume your ae 
facred Maieftie fhould mifpend your imore pre- Weng 


cious minutes upon the perufall of this weake 

effay of my loyall affections to my Parents ; My King, 
the Father of his people,(a)towhom by the Law ofna- ey Bonus Rex niki 
ture I owe Faith and Allegeance:(b My Mother the a bono patre difett 
Church, in whofe bofome Ihave been foftered with & pawia diciiur a 
: patre, quia haber 

the pure food of life, the Word of Truth. commuhen paren, 

Tet Sir, fince your Mateftie was pleafed fo graci- qui eft pater pare, 
oufly to approve of the meer Text or Abftrait of this‘ eee a 
Treatife ( The Remonftrance of many of your to the King by the 
humble loyal! Subiecéts of that your devoted law ofNauue. 
County of Chefter ) żt s a dutie in me humbly to Cowes MO 
begge your Maieflies leave, that it may under your 
Princely patronage walke abroad with this Comment, 
it hauing by mifprifion or malice , beene pur{ued with 

Some uniuft clamours , And the pure intents of the 

Sabferibers havebeen expozdtoafinifler interpretati- ~~ 
on whoe Lam certain had no other end but to enpreffe 
their loyall defires to prevent a growing danger. 

I confe(fe my owne in{ufficiency to performe fo great 
ataske, 1forefee the calumny that ixevitably attends 
every good intention, fince Traducers barke at thofé 
Elephants, whofe firength of learning might fepport 
aChurch, againft allthe batteries of wit or reafon : 
How mufi I looke to have thefé Bats flutter about me, 

A 2 who 


G 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
who in namelelfe pamphlets, fill the ayre, and the 
cares of every onewith: nothing, but [hrikes and out- 
cries agua allGqucrnment, Iavettives again flrall 


Goverz ors of the Church. ~ 


But I have read of one borne EMATE who fecing 
his Father in danger, affection fuppled tie defects 
both of art and niture, and imam diftant lent him 
organs and lanewaze to forewarne his Fathers perill. 

Thi excites metoproceea ; fince God hath given me 
fence to fpeake plaine Eneti|h; and (I thinke him) 
fpirit to {peake truth : it were an argument of af- 
feiation to my felfe, if out of diftruft of my owne abi- 
fitics to write Placentia, (to winne popular applaufe) 
Ifhoald fidence my apprehenfion of the danger 1m- 
min:nt over King and Church, whieh more leifure, 
or perhaps more cu tofitie hath given me that occafion 
to looke into, (may bee) many better able hare 

De man TS a) 

Vifible it ts to every eye, what afanits are.madeby 
fuchinverghours againft the tong eftaolifked Govern- 
ment of the Church, under that reverend Order of 
Bifbops , but it is not fo eafily difcermab‘e how much this 
may concerne your Mater. yet Experience will tell 
us if we looke abrord, that all thole Adonarchies haue 

A Snffered an EClipfe where the rights of the Churh 
have beencdeferted: dad na marvel’, if it be well 
look’d into; Crowns carry a-charme with them at the 
Consecration of Kings | rs i 

Ex le th learned and fatisfactory I mafl coufeffe 
are the Treatifes of many.great Divines indefence of 
this Order, But Arsnon habet inimicum preter 
ignorantem, and fome of thee have crred im. wri- 
ting abavethe capacity oj their oppofirs. Artifts Oa 

A pee oft 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
bof of a Diamond without a foile, know it by it's 
owne Rayes : but the inexpert only by comparifen with 
other floes, Ihaveplac'd Epifcopacy. ard Presbytery 
in paralell ; [uch as my felfe doubtuffe will better di- 


flinguifh them in plaine profpect, than in meer [pecu- PARED ne 
lation. The Bifhops are fufpect as parties, all that ~ PROPERTY OF eee, 
is writ by them as partiall, To allbut the preindicuc®y PRINCE ten 


fore fland wafufpest, being as free borne, as indy 


pend. int as any man, Ihave no intercft, but the lor 


, Ny > 
of truth and libertie ; fave that of loyaltic ; which. RHOLOGICKL 


5) d 
when 1 confid: to how gracious a Prince Lowethat PAER SIN ERT 
duti? T confeffe it appearesa great tye : hee that fhal Wil hii 


read thole puolicke profesfions of erace to. both your. 

houfes ( and tis pitty but they flould be read and regi- 

fired in the hearts of all your people) 1I Mall wil- . a 

lingly concur with youto reforme all Innovati- i ne Kin S beech to. 
g yo l oth Houfcs, 23. 

ons in Church and Common-wealth, to regu- Januar. 1640, 

late all Courts of Iuftice according to Law, 

(and that ) what ever part of my revenue fhall 

be found illégall, ‘or, grievous to the publicke, 

I will willingly lay downe, relying entirely yp- 

on the affections of my people. Aad fhall bee 

privi: tothat pledze of free grace given nadir your 

Maieflies hand and feal to that your County upon the 

humble veovefemation of their lojall affections to the 

peace of Church and State, in thofe words ( which I 

affure my felfe we [ball ever keep as royall Records )We 

being defirous with the advice and affiftance of qpe T m 

Parliament to redreffe all inft grievances , and the t ords and Gen- 

tefolv’d by Gods grace, to preferve the puritie ty of the County 

of Religion, and governe according to Law. pape) Chee 

He I fay, that {hall but read thefe, [ure needs ro 

oath of Allegeance, but willbend all his endevours to 


A 3 fupport 


The Epiftle Dedicatory 


fupport all his prayers to perpetuate that Crowne to all 
pofteritie, under whofe Royall fhade, wee have fuch 
happy affurances torcceive inftice, to entoy our Reli- 
gion, Libertit, and Lawes. 

T hefe Confiderations have encouraged me to ree 
prefent the Governmentof a Presbitery ( as it yet ape 
peares ) by their owne Writers, Incompatible with 
your Maieftées Soveraigntie , defir uctive to your peo- 

ples liberties, wherein yonr Maicflie pardoning the 
prefumption, and cafting a favourable eye upon the 
good intention: fuch as maligne truth, or your Maie- 
flies profperitie can vent their venome againf no 
mar, lefi values it , then 


‘Your Maiefties moft 
loyal! Subied, 


and humble Servane, 


THO, ASTON 


To the ‘Reader. 
Reader, 


Did never expeét to falute thee from the Preffe, 

yet Iam now forced to it, finding my name upon 

every Stationers ftall, firt affumed without my 

privity, to countenance (an imperfect truth, which 
yetImuftavow (The (hefhire Remonftrance, impro- 
perly called, 4 Petition.) Secondly, abufed by an ab. 
folute untruth, the {purious iffue of fome brain-fick 
Anabaptift, injurioufly fathered upon that County, 
and ftiled The anfiver to that Petition,therein difavow- 
ing me; yet I muft give him more thanks that printed 
the latter then the firft: Thatexpofed me to cenfure, 
This invites me to juftifie my felf, to vindicate my 
Countrey : Thefirft, ftarting out naked without the 
papers to which it relates, appcars like a {hadow with- 
out a fubftance, or a Comment without a Text, yeelds 
every man difcourfe, few men fatisfa&tion. To explain 
this Riddle, I have inferted that Petition, thofe pofiti- 
tions which were annext, and wêre the occafion of 
our Remonftrance.Thou that art doubefull or haft cen - 
fured Ex parte, take in evidence,the whole truth, then 
give thy verdict. 

The latter hath nothing init worth my anfwer, nor 
thy note,but that itismeerly fiQitious, falfe I» toto, 
iz qualibet parte. 

Never any fuch Petition feen in Chefhire,never pre- 
fentedto the houfe, noe fuch perfons ever figned it. 

For thy better fatisfaétion, know we have but five 
Noblemen in Chefhire, four of which, figned the firt - 
Petition ; of Knights Baronets, Knights, andEfquires, 
Iknow not above two in the whole County, that do 
defire the abolition of the Epifcopall order, we have 


not in allfo many Divines, as are faid to haye under- 
aye writ 


To theReader 


writ, and fourfcorc and ten of thofe have figned the 
Remonftrance, moft of the ret were-never asked, And 
for the Gentry and inhabitants, Ido confidently be- 
leeve not one of either, but will proteft againft that 
Libell, not one of a hundred, but (that queftion being 
finglely ftated, whether they defire the continuance of 
Bifhops, orto fubmit to a Presbytery) will with their 
hands witneffe their hearts affections to the preferva- 
tion ofthat order, eftablifhed by our Laws, the obfer- 
vation of which Laws, mutt preferve the continuation 
of our liberties. 

But thou wilt leffe admire his boldneffe to traduce 
a Countrey, when thou fhalt finde him fo impudent as `- 
to belie the Gofpel. 

To delude the (ignorant or negligent) Reader, he 
ftufts his Margin full of Texts, of which thou fhalt not 
finde one for hi3 purpofe: He takes upon him to prove, 
that the Apoftles alwayes ordained fundry Bifhops in 
every particular Congregation, and thofe of equall 
power and authority : for proofe whereof, he quotes 
Adsrrverlez7, Ali 11.20,but take the precedent verfes with it,and {ee 
28, ae what thou canft conclude thence (4.) Aad tn thofe days 
a ae * came Prophets from Hierufalem to Antioch, and there 
(b) Necaliatuncfuir Food mp one of them named eAgabus, and fignified by 
Diaconorum ratio, the Spirit that there foould be great dearth, thorowout all 
quam fub Apoftolis the world, which came to paffe in the dayes of Claudius 
oblationes enim fide- Cg far. Then the Difciples every man aecording to his a- 
lium quotidianas et BEz A pen’ Ve bref : 
anuos Ecclefie pro- [##y determine to fen re ref unto the brethren which 
ventus recipicbant ut dwelt in Iudea, which alfo they did, and fent it tothe 
conferent in veros, Elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul. s 
ufus, id eft partim By which itis very probable, as is the opinion of 
Miniftris, parum © 4 Lapide, and others, was chiefly meant the Dea- 
pauperibus, alendis D ot ole ae ee ane i 
difttibuerenc. Epit SONSAN ) whofe office was to collect and trealure up 
copi tamen arbitrio the benevolences for the reliefe of the Presbyters, and 
cni & ceconomix fux of the poor, as is agreed by all Writers, . 
rationes quotidianas Now he would apply the word Elders whichis in 
roai the Latine Presbyteri onely to the Bifheps : whereas 


Calvin Inftitut. ib4 i 
cap.4.fect. 5. that 


Tothe Reader. » 


that word did ufually imply all the Minifters of the 
Church, As itis explained F that vaft learned Lyra, 
and: he harmony of all the Fathers upon that place of i 
efis 14.(¢) And when they had ordained them Elders (€) Lyra cap.14.A&s 
in every Church, oc. (He fayes) by the name of Elders poe 6. tol.1144, 
is alfo to be underftood all ae Minifters of theChurch, | Vs = ee mee 
as nike and Deacons, and fuch like. defies Pre i. N 
Allthe reftof his quotations are but mecre citing dicit nomincpresbyte- 
of Texts out of a Concordance where ever he findes rorum, intélhguntur 
the word Elder, uoting it for a Bifhop, never obfer- w „alij Ecclefix 
ving whether d for him, or againft him; Asto See pneu 
prove them of equall authority, he cites, 1 Ti. 5.17. Vid, E r up. 
Let the Elders that rule well be counted worthy of dou- on the Epift. to Titus 
ble honour, tis a ftrange conclufion, ergo, equall in au- fol. 1700. 
thority, ‘ (d) Chryfoft.r.cap.ad 
Likewife to prove that one Bifhop is not fet over eae E ne 
many Churches, he quotes Tits, who as it appears by iudicium ee 
the fubfcription of that Epiftle, was ordained the jir/? Çe) Lyra paulus infti- 
Bifbop of the Cretians ; Saint Chryfoffome upon that tit Titum Archi E- 
Chapter , fayes, Panl committed to Titus the judge- pifcopum Cretenfinm, 
i (£) Erafmus tom. 6. 
ment of many Bifhops. And Lyra (e) upon the fame py 468 
Chapter, that Paul inftituted Titus Archbifhop of the re aa 
Cretians, with whom agree our late Writers, amongit um ob exe 
which Erafmus more fully in his Argument on the E- Infule  nobilifimæ 
piftle to Titus obferves,(f)that Paul fee Titus his Difci-Crete, prefecerat A- 
ple, for his excellent gifts, over the Cretians, and de- eee abiens 
parting thence, confecrated him Archbifhop, admonifh- a He oo 
ing him to inftitute Bifbops (which he alfo calls Presby- quod ipfelapud Cre- 
ters) in every Citty,prefcribing hin the fit endowments of tenfes per frgulas 
a Bifhop. © civitares epifcopos 
With like liberty doth he abufe Hiftory, unworthi- in:Htnat quos & pret- 
ly affuming the name of that reverend Patriot, Arckbi- bygeros W klone- 
i á i ; um epifcepi formam 
fhop Veer to patronize his fiétions, who encly hifto- profiribens, &c, 
tically recites the feverall opinions of Authors concer- P; 
ning the fir induceing of the Chriftian faith into 
England, whether by James the fon of Zebedee, Sirra 
elotes,Siinen Peter, cx Lofeph of A rinat hed Anah a 
b af er 


Viher de britannice 
ecclefix primord, 


i To the Reader. 
(2) Viher ibil, fol 7, 


fi quidem Metaphra- after Chrift,or others ; which ifall admitted for truths 
ftæ credimus, apud concludenothing to the governing of the land withou 
quem legimus petrum Bifhops (for fome hundred yeers fiom the firk planta- 
ba ee tem- tion of the Gofpel) bur rather the clecr contrar’, I fla] 
ea me en give thee Reader, that Fathers own words, ( whereby ) 
tuiffet —_epiftopos, judge what truthisto be expected from fuch juggler , 
presbyteros , & dia- Firft he cites Metaphraftes, in whom ( faith he) we read 


conos ordinaflet, 12. that Peter wus along time in Brittannie, and drew m:n 
Cxfaris Neronis rur- 


Countreysto the Chriftian faith, but at Lift when he had 
{us Romam reverfum . ; , a 3 

ence illaminated many with the light of the word , and had 
(h) Ariftobulum quo- cozftituted Churches, hee ordained Bifoops, Presbytersy 
que cuius ipfe in epi- Deacons returning to Rome the 12. yer of Nero Cefar : 
ftola ad, oe liere were the feverall degrees of dignities. Again 
meminit E b : . 2 g 
ne ene o he recites Ariffobulus , (h) whom Paul mentions in 
paulo ordinatum in 445 Epiftle to the Romanes, and was one of his feventy 


Menzis Grecorum. Difeiples, him Paul ordained Bbifop of the Brittains, 
Vther fol. 9. 


(This was a large Parifh) Next he relates mat y 
(i) Viher fol. 24. diverfities of opinions concerning lofeph of Arimathea 
licet hoc fuifle veram hi@Weino VERE A d “a d hat Aiton 
(quod tamen non fu- bis being in England, (i) and conc udes, that althou: 
it) non fequitur ergo #t were trae ( which it was not) yet it follows not that 


qu:d totum folium therefore all the land had received the faith; forit 
Hud fufcepit fidem. 


l _ might be difperft amongft private perfons, but was 
Wo es Luc ra a never received by the whole kingdome, nor came they 
Elutherio receptum to have Chriftian Churches till Lacizs time, as is con- 
hic fuitfe Fvangeli- feft by that reverend Bifhop, (k) That the Gofpel was 


um confentiens no- fir/t publiquely received here under Lucius and Eluthe - 
ftrorum hiftericorum’, 


Ae, a Vier ee with which accords Matter Fox in his Martyrs; 
hi í fo Pe E That from Peter, Anno 65. after Chrift,Elutherius was 
(1) Aéts and Monu- the twelfih fucceffive Bifbop of Rome, who about Anno 


ments fol.34.Hieron. 161. feat Fugacius or Fuganus, and Dimtanus or Da- 
lib.de viris 


ris ilunt. mazs which converted firft the King and people of 
ae nai Tae ; Brittain, and baptized them with the Baptifme and Sa- 
fol. 107. Viher Brit. Craent of Christs faith. The Temples of Idolatry and 
ecclef. primord. fol: all other Monuments of Gentility they fubverted, con- 
54.& 59. verting the people from their divers and many Gods to 
ferne one living God: There weve in Brittain 28. head 
Priefts, which shey called Flamines, ‘and three 


Arch. 


Tothe Reader. 
Archpriefts which they called Archflamines having the 
everfight of manners, and as Indges.Thofe 28.Flamines 
they turned to 28. Bifhops, and the three Archflamynes 
to three eArchbifbops, having their feats in three prin 
cipall Cities: which being Mafter Fox his own words 
according with the Bifhop, (2) you may obferve how (m) Viher ibid. fo.597 
a lyar confounds himfelf; for he firft fays, The Church 
of England was governed fome hundred yeers without 
Bifbops from the first plantation: and in the next line 
he difproveshimfelf, That iz the inftant of the conver-. 
fion of the Church, and fupplantation of idolatry were 
planted Bifhops, from whence he concludes an excel- 
lent Argument : Becaufe they were inftituted by Elu- . 
therius the cwelfth fucceflive Bifhop of Rowse from the 
Apoftle Peter ( Non interrupta ferie ) Converted the 
people to the true God, fubverted idolatry, and fup- 
planted the heathen Priefts ; Ergo,7 hey are of Ethnicalt 
or Diabolicall,not Apoftelicall inftitution, P 

Truly (Reader) I have {pent too much time on him, 
but it is to admonifh the vulgar with the Apoftle Paw, 
to ftop their ears againft fuch Libellers, and (#*) Not 
to give heed to fables: Theendof the Commandement (n)1 Yimverl. 45. 6. 
ss Charity out of a pure heart, and of a good (onfcience, 
asd of fasth unfained, fromwhich fome have fwerved 
unto vain jangling,defiring tobe teachers of the Law, 
underfanding neither what they fay, nor whereof they 
affitmed. Ido itto perfwade fome able Divine (notto 
mifpend time to anfwer the matter of cheir Pamphlets, 
but) that it will be time well {pent to difcover the falf- 
hood of fuch faucie-untaught-teachers, ashere the A- 
ppoftle fpeaks of; to difplay their mifquotations, and 
diftortions of Scripture. 

It is the belt and quickeft plea to take away the te- 
ftimony ofa falfe witnefle, to prove him formerly per- 
jurd, Andin this point, the works of fuch perfons 
thorowly traced , they will beft be rendred defpicable 
to the world. 

For though the Prophefie of Saint Paul, (o ) That the (0) »m.4.3 
be time 


29 


To che Reader. 

time will come whexthey will not endure (ousd do trine, 
but after their own lufts pal they hep up tathemfelves 
teachers, having itching cares, ana i hey foal tura away 
their ears from the truth and feall be turned auto falbes 
isin thefe dayes moft evidently manifefted of many, 
yet charity forbids uto cenfure all io feek untruth fo r 
its own fake, many no doubt are deluded with that 
fpecies of truth, which (che pretended though abus'd 
quotations of Scripture) they. ftuffe their books with- 
all catrées with it, which T dare promife any man that 
will take pains to examine will {carce finde patience to 
read any more of them. x 

Reader, Ihave wandered too long from thee, but 
now return net to beg thy approbation, ( I Court no 
mans ) but to advife thee for thine own fake : That be- 
ing falfhood is fo bold to offer to outface truth in pirnt 
to let ali whifpercd detractions ( from which no Good, 
work is free ) be reyeéted by thee, and receive and 
weigh thefe following truths ofthe manner of procu- 
ring thefubfcriptions, andthe reafons of prefenting 
that Remonftrance, the carriage whereof is teftified 


the contents avowed by thy friend ifthouart either 
afreemanor a Proteftant. 


2HO. ASTON 


dice 


REMONSTRANCE 
REPRESENTED YO THE HOVSE OF 
Peers, by sr. THOMAS ASTON 


Baronet from divers Noblemen,and Gen- 
tlemen, of the County.Palatine of 
CHESTER, againt PRES- 
BYTERIEAN Government. 


To the High and Honourable Coart of Parliament, 
The Nobility Knights Gentry Ministers, Free- 
boulders, and Inhabitants ofthe Countie. Palatine 

of Chefter whofe names are fubfcribed in the fe- 
verall Schedules herunto annexed 


Hambly Shew 
Hat whereas divers Petitions have lately been 
carried about this Country, againft the prefent 
“form of Church-Government (and the hands of 
many perfons of ordmary quality folicited to the 
fame, with pretence to be prefented to this honourable 
Affembly ) which we conceiving not fo mieh to ayme 
l at reformation, as abfoiute Innovation of Government, 
andfuch as muf? givea greatadvantage to the adver- 
faries of our Religion, we held it our duty to difayow 
themall: Aud humbly pray, that we incurre no mif-- 
cenfiire, if any fuch clamours have without our: privi- 
tic) effurned the name of the Coury. nal 
We thers, are foorble of che Cemmon grievan 
cesot Kingdome, and have ult caule ta sepoyce at 


ands 


> oe 


The Remonftrance. 


(a) Wee conceivedit and acknowledge with thankfulneffe the pious caré 
not proper for us bY which # already taken for the fappreffing of the growth: 
able Minifters, and the. 


way of prayer to 1n- 

aoe but by of Popery, the better {upply o 
way of fubmiffionto removing of all Innovation, and we doubt not but in 
leave thefe to the yourgreat wifdomes, (2) you will regulate the rigour 
Iudgement of the of Ecclefiafticall Courts to fuit with the temper of our 


oe Laws, and the nature of freemen. 
E a ee ' _ Yet when we confider that Bifhops were inftituted 


(c) Anno. Bithops. inthe time of the. Apoftles (6 ).That they were the 


330. at Nice. 3!3~Gtent. Lights of the Church. in all the firft generall 
380, at outs i 50 r a clas fo many of them.fowed the feeds 
aio of Religion in their bloods, andrefcued Chriftianity 
o at Conftant. 165 from utter extirpation inthe Primitive heathen perfe: 
681. at Conftant. 289 cutions, (d); That tọ them we owe the redemption of 
78r. at Nice. 35° the purity of che Gofpel we now profeffe from Ro- 
870. at Conftant. 383 nifh corruption, (e). That many of them for the pro- 


Cee Fox pagation of that truth , became fuch glorious Martyrs; 
S e 


(e) Vid. booke of (f). That divers of them(latelyand) yet living with us, 
Mattyrs, Cranmer, have been fo great affertors of our Religion againft its 
Tutor to Ed. 6. common cnemy of Rome; (g). And that their govern- 
(£) AB. Cranmer, ment hath been fo long approved , fo oft eftablithed 
= ee = M by the Common and Statut Laws of this Kingdome ; 
A er A.B Gri. (4). Andas yet nothing in their do&trine ( generally 
B.Whitegifc, &c.vid. taught) diffonant from the word of God, or tha 
bookeof martyrs. Articles eftablifhed by Law: (i) In this cafe to cal theip 


ith I iB A A j E 
(p Bi aes Gouernment; a perpetuall vaflalage, an intolerable bon 


hithop White, dage, And (prima facie, & inaudita altera parta) 
Archbifhop Viher, tO pray the prefent removall of them ; or (as in fome 
Bifhop Moreton, of their petitions ) to feek the utter diffolution, anit 
Bifhop paren ge. Tine of their offices(as Antichriftian j() we cannotcon- 
E nat Hull ceive to rellith of Juftice or Charity, nor can we, joya 
(h) Braéton lib, a withthem, = > ma hs 
fol. .o€. Fletalib.7. But on the contrary, when we confider the tenour’ 
24. Coo, Little. fol, of fuch writings, as in the name of petitions are {pread 
97. 134. ftat, 14. amongft the common people, the tenents preached 
E:3.25.E.3.16.R.2 ubli | x P | a < j d h f 

`H. 8.20. 1.8.9, Eli, PUPHquely in F ulpits, (7) and the contents of many 
i) Partiucular men, Printed Pamphlets {warming amongft us; all of them 


(errours cannot be dangeroufly exciting a difobedience to the cftablifhed 
aken for the Tenets . forme 


ofthe Church, (1) The petition annexed, note6. (m) Thepofitions annexed, 
nore 5.1I. 


` 


ee 


The Remonfrence, 


forme of gouernment, and the'r fevera/f intimatinus ` Pp 
of the defire ofthe power of the keyes, (7) And that 
their congregations may execute Ecclefiaftical] Cen- 
fures within themfelves ; (0) We cannot but expreffe (n) Petition anexedd 
our jutt fears, that their defire is to introduce an abfo- io TA w 5 
lute Innovation of Presbyteriall Government, where- a ms geen 
by we who are now governed by the Canon and Ci- a 
vill Laws, difpenfed by twenty fix Ordinaries (eafily 
refponfalito Parliaments for any deviation from the 
rule of Law ) conceive we fhould become expofed to 
rhe: meer Arbitrary Goverment of.a numerous Pres- 
bytery, who together with their ruling Elders, wil 
arife toneerc forty thoufand Church Governours, 
and with their adherents , muft needs bear fo great 
a {way in the Common-wealth that if future incon- 
venience fhall be found in that government, we hum- 
wly offer to confideration, how thefe fhall be reduci- 
ble by Parliaments, how confiftent with a Monar- 
chie,and how dangeroufly conducible to an Anarchie,, 
which we have iuft caufe to pray againft , as fearing 
the confequences would prouc the utter loffe of Lear- 
ning and Laws, which muft neceffarily produce ‘an 
extermination of Nobility, Gentry, and Order , ifnot 
of Religion, l i i 
. With what vehemenewof {pirit , thefe things are 
profecuted, and how plaufibly {nch popular infufions 
{pread asincline to a parity, we held it our duty to repre 
fent to this honourable Affem' ly; And humbly priy 
that fome fuch prefent courfebe taken, as in your 
wifdoms fhallbe thoughtfit, to fuppreffe the future 
difperfing of fuch dangerous difcontents amongft the 
common people ; we having great eaufe to fear , that 
of allthe diftempers that at prefent threaten the well- 
fare of this {tate , there is none more worthy the ma- 
ture and grave confideration of this honourable Affem 
bly, then to.ftop the torrent of fuch firits, before they 
{well beyond the bounds ot Government, Then we 
doubt not but his Majeftie perfevesinginhis gracious 
nicli. 


inclination to heare the complaints and, relieve the 
grievances of his Subjects in frequent Parliaments, it 
will fo unite the head and the body, fo indiffolubly ce- 
ment the affections of his people to our Royall Sover- 
aigne, that without any other change of Government, 
he can never want Revenue, nor wee Jutftice. 


We have prefumed to annex a Copie of a Petition(or 
Tibell) difperfed, and certain pofitions preachd 
inthis County, which vve conceive imply matter 
of dangerous confequence to the peace both-of _ 
Church and Siate: All vvhich vve humbly fub- ' 


mitto your great Judgements, praying they may ` 
-be read, i 


And hall ever pray, &e 
Direétedro' thehoufeof Peres, , 


Andfubfcribed by the Lieutenant of the County. ° 
Three other Noblemen. | 


Knights Baronets, Knights, and Efquires, 
fourfcore and odde. 


Divines fourfcore andten. 


Gentlemen, tvvo hundred threefcore and odde. 


Freeholders and other inhabitants, above fix k 
thoufand: i 


‘Nene of them Popifh Recufants, 


And ellof thefame Comey. | 


Counti 1 e Common pecple,by 
fome private Perfons to procure hands, but was 
concealed from the Gentrie : A Copy whereof 
was annexed to the Remonftrance, and was 
complained of, beving injurionfly afumed 
the Name of the RumblePetition of the 
Free-bolders,and the reft of the In- 
habitants within the Conntic of 
Chefter ( which mig br fceme to 
j involve the whole Ciuntie,) 
Sheweth, 
SES Hat whereas the manifold usfupportable bur- 
Re dens wherewithal our Confciences and cftates 
ANS bave beene long oppreffled,.with a ecntinuall 
T increafe thereof , kave at ialt fo tyted andin- 
feebled our ftrength, that we find eur felves unable to 
fubfift any longer uncer the weight thereof: wee dare 
not now negled to take the prefent opportunitie of 
ferving the Lords providence in the ufe of this meanes, 
which we hope is of his owne appoynting for our re- 
liefe : But as we have in fome meafure implored Ged, 
whois the bleffed Author ; fo wee thought our felveg 
bound humbly to Petition this honourable and renow- 
ned Affembly (convened in Parliament) for-redrefle of 
our miferies , being the likelyeft inftrument, fo farre as 
we apprehend (not limiting the Holy onc of Ifrael ) 
for that'end and purpofe, whichwe humbly pray may 
be duly confidered, as wemake told totender them in 
thefe few'Lines'following,. 9-53 oe fs 
-Ourtmiferies are fuch as are either Ecclefialtical or Gi- 
vill ; firk Ecclefiafticall,and that in-regard of the ufur- 
ping Prelates, their lawlefie dependent officers, and 
theirirregular manner of worfhipping God prefcribed 
eon, i . we unto 


P — | E y — D a E 


unto, and cruelly impofed upon us by them : foras tow. 
ching the Prelates themfelves, we conccive them to be 
the Popes Substitutes (per accidens ) at the leaft , if not 
by folemue covenanted allegiance , as it may appeare by 
their Lording itover Gods heritage, both Paftors and 
People , and affuming the power of the Keyes enely.to 
themfelves, contrary to Gods facred word. j 
Therefore we humbly Petition you this honourable 
Aflembly , as you tender the glorie of God, the Kings 
Prerogative, the Subjects libertic, the purity of Gods. 
facred Orsinances, and the welfare of Pofteritic, or 
with the downfall of Antichrift and bis adherents,. 
toftirre up the zeale and ftrength wherewith the Lord 
hath endued you, and couragioufly proceed ( unto 
your immortall praife) againft thefe 44 mightie ene- 
mies , and fecret undermsiners of the good eftate of our 
Church and Common-wealth , and utterly diffolve their 
Offices, which give lfe to the molt fuperftitions pra@i- 
| fesin or about the worthip of God: And fo together 
with the rine of their eAntichriftian Offices and Govern- 
ment, we alfo humbly pray may fall to the ground their 
impious Courts, with all. their dependant Officers, 
(evenfrom the Chancellors to the Parators ) their cor- 
rupt Canons, booke of eArticles', the Englfo refined 
Y \ Maffe-booke of Common Prayer, withall their popith. 
fignificant Ceremonies therein contained ;the ftri& ime 
pofing whereof,hath driven out of this our Englifh Na- 
tion many. ofour moft godly and able Minifters, and: 
other his Majefties loyall Subjects, able both for: per- - 
fon and eftateto have done good fervice to God, our 
King and Countrie, 
. Secondly our Civilleniferies are chicfely thefe, 
Firlt, That the tenths of all our goods foouldbee taken 
fromus by Parfons, Impropriators, and'in fome places 
by Recufants, undera pretence of maintaining the Mi- 
nifterie ; and-yet notwithftanding wee forced in divers: 
places to maintaine a Minifterie out of. the ret of our. 
it cftates, 


ag 
J, andto repaire our Chur- 


eltates, if we will have a 
lato very exceffive and fù- 


ches, which have beene of : 

Secondly, That Sutes in Law are fo long uneceffa- 
rily detained is Civil Courts before judgement be had, 
wherby divers perfons have their eftates utterly ruined, 
-and others much decayed. 

Thirdly, That the Oathis Courts Leet and Baron is 
‘nfually adminiftred without limitation , and before the 
charge begiven, fo that the 7ærors cannot {weare in 
judgement as the Lord requires they fhould. 

Fourthly , That the Countie Court ist kept upon the 
Munday,and thereby we are put unto exceflive charges 
intravelling thercto, unlefle wee fhould labour upon 
the Lordsday next before. ++; - ` 

Fiftly, that our Countrie is verie deftitute of /iefficient 
` Schoolemaffers for the educating of our Children, and 
fitting them for the fervice of God, our King,and Com- 
mon-weale. > T s ; 

Sixtly, that there are fach exceffive fixes by fome 
Gentlemen impofed upon their Tenants,as that thereby 
they are both difabled to maintaine their families, 
(whence arifethfa- many poore people Jand to doe his 
Majetiefervice, and pay him lawfull tribute. 


Therefore that thefe onr grievances both Ecclefia(tall 
and Civill may be eare lfedyord that the contrarie pri~ 
vileges which Chrif hath purchafed and commanded us 
to fand unto may be obtained and eftablifhed ; 


J T Ee moft humbly beg that therevealed will of God 
contained inthe Books of the Old aud New Tefa- 
ments, ana recorded fer our prattife in the dages ofthe gof- 
pell may be that Reile which your Honors would be pleafed 
to follow, O what glory would it be unto our God,onr K ing 
and Nation, what beauty anto our Charch, what honor una 
"sothis Noble Parliament, and what confufion tothe ence 
a2 mies 


————————— 


wpies of his Atajefty and loyal $: 
~ the morall Dotrine of the Prop 


a Englands Canons ; then sigh 


3 E t our Ministers bave li 
berty to preach Gods world, and adminifter the Sacra- 
ments according tothe mind of Chrift, andour Congres 
gation power to execute Ecclefiaticall (enfures within 
themfelves : Then might his Majelties Subjects mecte toge- 
thsr ; and pray forthe King and Queene and, their Pofte- 
rity, without punifomest and falfe Calnmniatian, O- this 
world make our peace with God, and good men ; this wonld 
gains our friends , and [tatter our enemies : This wold 
make ony Land impregnable, and our Souldiers cowragea- 
ble; Th:s would unite cur Kingdome in peace, and cane ns 
andour little ones to fleepein fatety yT his would cal backe 
the banifhed , andreleafe the Lords imprifoned : this would 
advance our Mordccais, and hang our wicked Hamans: 
` This would replant our confcionable Miniffers , and [wp- 
plant.éur Lardly Prelacy: This would take awsyillegalex- 
allions, and bring our people to due (ubjetlion: this would 
‘takeaway extorted Herriots,exceffive Fines,and anlimi- 
ted Boones , ‘for it world learn lakd-Lords more compaf- 
fion, and Tenants due fubmifsios ; yea, this'weuld makea 
foreete Harmony betwixt Rulé aed Obedience . im all Re- 
lations Te EN E E lone 
hs er tae , ia Te 

Which that it may sow happily be effethed,mwe čarneftiy 
~ implore the Lord of gave to bend your noblefpirits 
` -tothis’ great worko Eii fofweetly efoereth al 

othok comforts ¢ ui TH CEMA ey 


And fo we Mall ever pray oof 


1 ence! 
y y ` š n 


OES eee heeeseeees 


c e alfo to the Remonftrance, 
Certaine Pofitions preached at St. Johns Church in 
Chefter by Mr. Samuel Eaton a Miniter lately returned 
fromnew Ergland.upon Sunday being the third day of 
Tanuary 1640. in the afternoone. à i 


Ikt, That the names of Parfons and Vicars are Anti- 

* chriftian, : 

2, The Paftors and Teachers of particslar Congrega- 
tions, muft be chofen by the people, or elfe their en- 
trance is not lawfull. 

3. That all things which are of Humane invention in 


WY 


the worfhip of God (ander which he feemed chiefly tocom- - 


prehend the book of Common prayer,and the rites and Ce- 
remonies therein prefcribed) are unfavery and loath one 
unto God. i i i 


4. That Ecclefaficallcenfures of admonition and Exe 


-conmunication, ought tobe exercifed by particrlar cona 
gregations within themfelocs. ree. 
5.. That the people ould not fuffer this power to bee 
wrefted ont of their hands,and afurped by the Bifhsps. 

6. That the fupreame power in Church matters , next 
ander Chrift is inthe Church meaning (as he clearly ex- 
plained himfelfe) particular Congregations’, for hz denied 
all National } Provincial, and Diocefan Churches, as. 
well as Bifhops, and fo expounded that text, Math, 18.Go 
tell the Church, é&e. of particular Congregations , or ai 
we callthem parochial Churches, | 

9, Thatall good people (howld pray earneftly unto God, 


“© andnot ceafe to petisson the Parliament for the racing of 


the old foundation (meaning as he plainly difcovered hint- 


felfe) the abolithing of Epifcopall Government, and . 


the eRablifhing of their new Presbyterian Difcipline ; 


a 3 At: 


a 


A 


a 


Z 


-asalfo for the purging al filth a : 


bouje of God =- De 

8. That they that put not totheir hand to helpe forwe 
this worke, mag jafily feare that carfe pronounced againft 
Meroz. Judges 5. Curfe yoaMeroz , becanfe they come 
nort to helpe the Lord againft his mighty enemies; © there 
he exprefly called the Bifhops the mighty enemies of God 
and his (burch. A ; 


‘Certayn other Pofitions preach:d by the fame man 
at Kunttesford a great market Towne in 
> the fame-County. 


sG. Hat every particular Congregation i anabfolute 
T Church , and isto have allordinances and officers 
within it felfe ;.the- members of it must be onely Saints; 
thefe must enter Covenant among ft themfelves, and with - 
out {uch a Covenant no Church, 
10. That the power of the Keyes is committedneyther 
‘tothe Paftors nor Governonrs , but to the whole ( Ongre- 
gation, and toevery particular member of the [ame ; and 
. Chrif hauing committed them toevery one, would of e- 
very one demaund an account of them, aud therfore char- 


a ged the people ,as they would anfwer it at the dreadfull day 


of judgment to keep the keyes amougftthemielves, and not 
to [ufer any authority to wreft them ont of their hands, 

11. That it isau heynous fin tobe prefent when prayers 

areread out of a Book,esther by the Adinifter or any other, 


By which, and other fuch Doctrines, many of the 
common people are brought into that odium of 
the Book of common prayer, that divers of them 
will not come into the Church, during thetime of 
“Divine Service. . 


- THE 


Ah ore tition, asd the pub- 
Bibi tp s of thefeand fuch like 
| feditions shaving flird up a generall difcontent 


a a 
inmany common people, divers of the Gentry withont 
any finifter refpet nbatfoever, but only ont of acare of the 
publicke peace, (being thereunto induced bythe prefidents 
of London and Efiex , into which the Lords had formerly - 
direfled orders for fuppre(sion of fuch diforders )did huma 
bly defire the Earleof Darby, Lord Lieutenant ofthe Coun- 
ty to joyneina Remonstrance of the diftempers likely 
toenfue, andtoreprelent.the fame tothe honfe of Peeres.2. 


Praying their-care for prevention thereof, 


me i gStte ca gl y PEN em 
d es 


ESS SE 


He Remonftrance beeing refolved of, upon a con- - 
T ference of many of the Gentlemen of the Country,.. 
fome Divines were fent unto , to know if they would: 
joyne in {ub{cription with the Gentry.and for the clear 
carriage and quick difpatch,feverall Letters were fent 
-into the feveral hund reds directed to fome of the prin- 
opal Inftices there with copies of all inclofed, to pro- 
cure the fubfcriptions of their neighbor-hood,all of the: 
fame-contents,and fudferibed by thofe few who under- 
writ this following, benng. foureteene .perfons of.” 


quality. 
Gentlemen. l ; 
Pon confideration ofthe copy of a Petition inclofed, 
fromthe Freeholders of this County which hath been 
‘{pread abroad and figned by-many hands } wee-conceive it 
would much reflect npow the Cowntrey to. let it pafeim the” 
names of the ( onntie without any proteffation agains it, 
beeing not ouely clamorons againft the governement of” 
k l Ghurck: 


`s 


`: Church and State, but againf o . 
And beeing the foortneffe of time wo $ pers l 
rall meeting, yet fach as wee have confnlted both with Di- 
vines and others are pleafed to approve ej the coppy tiicloa 
fed: Therefore for the fpecdy difpatch of itre bave thought 
fit to fend feverall Coppics into the feverall hundreds , în- 
treating that you will be pleafed to affembleor fend unto all 
the Gentris of "your hunared, and fuch ‘Divines as youcon- 
ceive willjoynein tt , and fome of tbe chiefe Freeholders 
before wednefdiynext ,- and figne the Paper annexed to 
the Petition with as many hands of quality as you can get, 
ana returne them to Cholmley, where wee foall fome of us 
meete and annex them all tothe originall it felfe nhichwee 
have figned ; and will fo fend it up to bee preferred: the 
aifpatch is the life of the bufineffe, Weehopeno man wiil 
be flack in that fo mueh concernesthe Country. Sowereft 
your very loving friends, 


We defirethat you would be pleafed not to let any 
: Coppies be taken and returne it on Thurfday next 
at farthest, and let no Papist fubferibe whatfo- 
ever, January 30. 1640 TELS 


- The Dire@ion or Superfcription: To the Right 
Honourable the L.Brereton, Mr.Do&or Dod, and Henry 
Mainwayring Efquire, or one of them ; and to ethersthe 
Gentlemen of the Hundred of Northwich, 


This publike carriage, J hope, will fatisfie all inge- 
nious men how injurious fuch clamours have béene,’as 
pretended undue practifes to procure Sub{criptions, And 
if fome few timorous people by pretence of trouble 
have beene.frighted to retract their former Sub{eripti- 


ons, 7 pre/ume no judicious man will conceive iteither . 


to refit on the Gentry,or-dif-walue the fabftance of the. 
Remonfir ances Pt 


‘ 


The Preface. 


SI ~ time of Cenfures ; nor 

IN actions ‘nor perfons fcape ( if 
X ` perhaps ) the power, (yet not) 
> a9 the tongues of men, cerrainly 
ag? the ‘Goofe-Quill did never 

more licentioufly, leffe ci- 

villy bedabbl eboth times and 
‘perfons. 
- Noadétion ( of fo pure intention ) hath beene 
more befpatter’d than the deliverie of this Re- 
monttrance : No man with more confidence, leffe 
caufe, hath beene more miltaken, miffe-cenfured. 
than my felfe. Yet fome I prefume that: haye now 
{eene thofe Motives, which before they did not, 
are fatisfied ; there was juftcaufe for us to.com- 
plaine, none for them to judge. 

We alas are none of chofe that live in Gopher, 
(a) fever'd from theforrowes of ovr brethrens a Exod: 8. 22s 


wee 


The F Do 


b Thecommon:Grie- wee havehad our (b-) Jwarare of flies todefroy 


vances. 


s Exol.9 ta 


our fruits: we have .felcthe forme of a diltem- 
pered ftare, as well as they 5 ( c) Bur we had- ra- 
ther with prayer and patience wait and hope for 


. the reunion of our diltracted peace, than rend tge 


d Exod 14.25. 
And the Lord troubled 
the Egypuans, and touk 
offtheirC huriot wheels, 
that they drave heavily, 
28 And thewaters re- 
turned and covered the 
Char.ors, nd the horfe- 
men, and all the Hoa 
ef Pharach, 


Ordo efl anima Legis 


breaches wider, by pulling on our heads'a greater 
plague than wee haveyer felt, or then the Egyp- 
tians faffered, till their ( d) Chariore Were taken 
off therr wheeles, or then we hope we can til! our 
Lawes the Hinges of the State be dif-joynted, the 
reines of Gouernment let loofe: Then alas, how 
forme( with them ) fhould we be overwhelmed 
with diforder and confufion? how eafily become 
a a prey. tothe frlt invader >: 

- Yer I feare weundergoe more -cenfure, ths 
pray the prefervation, than thofe that feek the 
abolition of thofe Lawes thar give us Life and 
fafetie, by preferving Order , which is the Soule 
es Ganenn pat: 

: Wee meer with feverall forts of -Cenfurers’ 
fome feem tarcbbe the Gentrieof the right of 


pm owne free thoughts, as if they were but 


7 properties to ferve the ends of. others , act tbe 
defignes of the Bifhop and his Clergy, who I 
doe abfelucely affirme ,: never knew ofi¢ till. it 
was done :.. yet Idae confidently aflume,ifhe re- 
quired ,. it might have as many. free teftimanies 
(of qualitie) of his moderation , as. any man of 
that reverend Order. |: 

“ Others of the fame ftampe: feeke roimpeach 
thecredit of the Subferibers ; as. if agreat part 
ori, a “were 


The Preface. 
were papifts: All may feeour inftructions were 
not to admit fuch : I refolutely afirme, no 
one Gentleman of quality there isfuch, and I 
confidently believe, not one atall of the whole 
number. | 
‘Some ( that certainly never faw ir) Cenftre 
for company , that wee onely fwimme againft 
the {treame , and contrary tothe Torrent ‘Of o- 
ther Countries, have put in a juftificacion of a 
plea for Bifhops : fuch I faid before fure never 
fawit : whentheydoe, they will finde, that 
-we have the fame fence of diforder in Ecclefiatti- 
call Turifdiction as others have: That tous (e) the 
Suppreffing of Poperie, the increafe of able Paftors, 
the removing of Innovations , willbeequally ac- 
ceptable as toother Subjects: onely we concei- 
ved our modeft fubmiffion to the judgement of 
that great Counfell, to regulate the rigour of Ec- 
clefiafticall Courts to ofuit with the temper of our 
Lawes -andthe nature of Free-mcn, would tofo 
‘gravea Senate adminifter as much matter of fè- 
rious confideration, implie as much need of Re-, 
formation, as a large invective full ofbitrer re- 
viling, which might more convince us of want 
Y of Charitie , rhan the Bithops: of Moderation: 
being viridlence: of Spirit never argued either 
Civility, or Chriftianirie , never rendéd to piety 
orunity, nor advanced either aa igion, or gocd 
Order. >: 
(8) Calvin obferves,that too lic? bitterete 
eo se Ne fprings rather ‘from’ pridé" and: 
B 2 ditdaine, 


ies a 
vw < 


e The Re monftrance. 


Remonlirance. 


Hoc reper; ‘emus, nimia, 
am mor ofitarens cx fuper- 
bia magis (7 fafiu, faifa 
que fanditatis opiniore, 
quamex vera fanétitate, 
veroqueejus ftudio nafiis 
Itaque qui ad, faciendum, 
ah Eclefiå. defeiones, 
funt aliis audaciores eo 
quafi Antefignaniy ij ut, 

plurimum nihil alud cau, 
1 fe babent, nifiut omnium, 


. vontempty oflentent, at 


lise £ mel DNES u cyt 
te tnflitut: ti ‘ibe! 


‘Cap. I. fa. 13. 


b Siquam habent Epif- 
copi poteftatem gladii, 
kenc non habent,ut Epif- 
copi ex mandato Evange- 
lit; fed jure bumano do 

zatan â Regibus @ tm- 
peratoribus ad admini- 
frrationem. civilem fuo- 
rum bonorum, Fec inte- 
rim aliafundio eft, quam 
minifterium Evangelii 


Eas ae 
Inhis {peech the 23. of. 
Ianuarie. > 

¿` If upon ferious de- 
bate you fhall fhew,that 
Bifhops have lome tem- 
porall ‘authority, not fo 
neceflarie for the go- 
verament ef the Church, 
and upholding of Epif- 
copall iurif{di@ion , I 
fhall not bee unwilling 
to defire them to lay it 
downe, > 


Melantthon Articul.fidei, 


fidium 


The Preface. Ph 
difdaine, anda falfe opinion of holineffe, then 
from true fancticy.; or the defire thereof. And’ 
that fuch asare forwards, and the leaders of o+- 
thers in their defection from the Church, have» 
for the moft pare no other caufe, but their owne 


felfe conceipt ,: thinking themfelves better than 


allmen elfe. 

But if either proceffe of time, or difcontinu- 
ance of Parliaments have admitted any fuperftru- ' 
Cures of exorbitant power, doubrleffe the wife- 
dome of che Houle, (inftruéted with the fteerage 
of the State) would reduce fuch without our 
clamours. vi Sia 

For fuch complaints as are againft the tempo- 
rall power of the Bifhops, wee know of no fuch 
thing inherent to the Order. (h) Melandhon 
tellsus, éfthey have any power of the/word, it is of 
humane inflitution given them by Kings and Em- 


dare, And wherea gracious Prince, (ex mero-m0- 
tu, and I may fay, ex puro amore) out of a tender 
affection to the peace, and welfare of his people, 
hath freely offered a retraction of fuch temporall 
authority, (2%) asis not neceflary ‘for the go~ 
vernment of the Church ; it is more proper for 
the debate of his great Councell todecide the 
poynt ; than befitting the importunity of us, 
his ( much fatisfied ) fubjects, efpecially with 
fuch violence, asrelifhes rather a fentence than a’ 
fupplication: Quia non confen{um querit, fed dif- 
anget, qui quod factis prefiatur,. verbis- 
But 


exigit. 


| 


perours: if fo, certainly ej»s eft revocare, cujus ef j 


The Preface. 


But for the Office and Order it felfe, ’cis con~ 


fefled, we were fo farre from joyning with them, 


either in their prayer of abolition, orthe’ nde- 


cency of their Language; that’ twas thought, “it 


became us to vindicate the Countrey,(confifting J 


of Civill Gentrie ) from the i imputation of fuch 


incivilitie, as that petition, if ic had paftas the: 


Actof curCountie might perhaps-fixe upon us : 
And more then in cur owne excuafe of not joy- 
ning withthem, we prefumed not to move any 
thing for, oragainft the Bifhops: but being wee 


intimated our feare that thefe practifes and te- 


nets tended co introducea Presbyterie, ’ rwas ne- 
ceflarie ro fhew we had nohand in that Petition, 
which would have no Bifhops,left we might feem 
to defire‘neither. ' 

* - Thefe prejudices of opinión thusremoved , I 
hope men will with more cleare eyes fee the Inte- 
gritie of our intentions, and will with usin time 
takeheed of Wolves alin when they appear 
in fheeps cloathing. 

_As we area Gentrie, who for Antiquity fhall 
fubfcribe to none; fo Thope fhall we ever teftifie 
our zeale asigreat, our refOlutionsas firme to pre- 
ferve our ancient liberties,.as any Countrie what- 
foever: And I believe if any had our provocati- 
on, they would have made our complaint. 


NAVs Ow st | B 3 The 


A 


A 
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HENTE ol T: T. 
© The Defi gne of fome Prdibyhetane, 


are 1S an ill prefage of worfeevents, tobe- 
5 R gin with the fubverfion of Gods honfe, 

aes the Church : It isnot Reformation, but 
totall Innovation many men look for.. . 
. *Twasa figne of nogood intent, when fucha 
petition muft bee {morher'd up from the know- 
ledge and Counfells of the Gentrie: And though 
it were fuppreft after it had beene fpread abroad, 
as_ (perhaps) finding the timesnot ripe for a 
full difcovery of their occult defignes: yet (to 
thofé thar will fee) it gives light enough, that un- 
der pretext of Reforming the Church , the true 
aime of fuch fpirits isto thake offthe yoke of all 
obedience, either to Ecclefiafticalt, Civill, C« m- 
mon, Statute , orsthe Cuftomarie Lawes of the 
Kingdome, and tointroduce a meere Arbitrary 
Government: 

„Butit may perhaps be faid, this is but the fancy 
of fome diftempered zelots in: that part-onely : 
and that I doe but raife a fhadow and fight with 
it: let fach compare well the harmonie of. other 
liceritious raylers ( whofe pamphlets garni(h e- 
very {tall ) and the concurrence of thofe of che 
fame ftraine in the times of Queen Elizabeth 
and King Fames, with the prefent pofitions and 
petitioncomplained of ; and I dare promife re 

| all 


cA: Survey. of Presby terie. 
{ball finde them all of a peece, all champions ‘for 
the Presbyterie, which they then cal’d, The great 
caufe, the Holy canfe, which (as they then decla- 
there fhould be a thoufand Parliaments untilleit her 
they obtaineit, or bring the Lerdin vengeance and 
blowdupon the State, andthe whole land for repel- 
ling the fame. ity te. art 
_ With what Method, Iuftice, and Moderation 
they goe aboutit, is worth the obfervation, : 
FEES NESSES CESSES TECHS SESE SE TG 

MPATE Oe ee 
<: The Method of their proceedings. 

N.this Chart of their petition,we may find our 

felves plac’d among the Antipodes to all order, 

rather thanin a Srate govern'd by Lawes. Ic 
hath been the Method of former times, chat fhe 
Parliament „the Primates,the Nobiles with the mi- 
nores Nobiles, the Gentrie, confùlt and difpence 
the rules of government, the Piebeians {ubmitto 
and obey them. Burintheir Petirion ordine con- 
verfo, petitioners Plebefans aflame to give judge- 
7 ment, . the Parliamenr muft execute, the Nobili- 

tyand Gentrie fuffer by it- inane Leng ef 
-' They make net any one proof or complaint â- 
gainft anyone Bifhep,or their order ; yet clearely 
fentence them all (/) for the Popes fubjtitutes per 
accidens at leaft, 7f uot by folemne covenanted alle 
geance': Phey.condemne them (7) for the nigh- 
ty enemies; and fecréet uederminers of the Church 
and Common wealth : They judge’ them offices 
Cae an 


4 


red) (4). they will never leave suing for, though, 


k Rogers his Preface 
to the Articles i 


And lately preach’d by 
Eaton in Cueficr m the 
pulpit to the like cfe@, 


l Their Petition. note. 
2.Martin Marprelare. f. 
11.12. Engl.Compl. ro 
Tefus Chriit, 

That the Hierarchie is 
that beat to which the 
Dragon gave his power. 
folair. All Prebaticall 
government is papai, ib, 
The Bifhops the limbes 
of the great beaft, of no 
othe: fpirit than Athe- 
ifficall. Prelacy 1s mife- 
ry fol. 4. Scarcbudges 
fet up bythe Devil. The 
horned beas of the 
Popedome. A Bifhop or 
no Bifhsp. fol. r. 

m Their lecition.note, 
q. They are cruell Har- 
pies agaimnft Religion, 
Protek. 27. Febr,1639, 
f.6. They:are the make- 
bates,the Achans of If 
rael. L.Bifheps no Bith. 
fo. 71. Prelacy is an o- 
pen rebellion againit 
Chrift and his Kings 
dome fo 13. They feal 
Gods word from the 


people. fo. 29, ° 
d P 


n Their petition nore 6. 
An Enemy to falvation and 
Antichriftian. We vow to for- 
takethe Bilhops in Laptifme, 
becanfe wee vow to forfake 
thedevilland all his workes. 
Engl.Compl. to Chrif. folir. 
They are the feed of Anti- 
chrift. Bifhops no Biihops. 
fol.1. Biffvicks good Àn- 
gell W hat is (pokeof Anti- 
chrift is {poke ofall Prelates, 
Bilhop nv Bifhop fol.53. In 
worfhiping the Name Jefus, 
they are nozoriousAntichrifts. 
£b,fol.64 Sions plea fo.11.281. 
e. Their petition. note 5. 
To proceltagainft the Hisrar- 
chy as Antchriftian. Good 
Counfell forthe Church. fol. 
86. Prelacie to be wholly ta- 
ken away. Anf.:0 Lond.peti- 
tion. 33. To beremoved.Vicw 
OF che prelaricall Church. 38+ 
P Their petition. nore 7. 
Prom their corrupt Courts, 
Walkere Lerany. The Bi- 
fhops impious government, 
Choda Anglia, fol. 3- 
g Some of the Articles agree 
not with Scripture. Englands 
Compl. fol. 21. They except 
s againft che 20. Article. A- 


gainft Ordination of Bi fhops, 


fol. 49. Againft chethitd Ar- 
ticle. Chrift on his Throne. 
fol. 49- i 
+ Their petition note 7. Li- 
turgy framed out of the Bre- 
viarie Portuys, and Mafie- 
booke prelate: Church.fol.27. 
-A, Maffe of Errors, Superfti- 
tion, and Idolaerie. Remonft. 


plea.cg. The Service-book 
raked out of 3.Romifh Chan- 
nells. 

S Lord Bifhops no Bifhops. 
fol. 28. A creatife that the 
Church is Antichriftian. 
Church Minifte:y and wor- 
Dipin England all Antichri- 
fam 8 Propofitions in 
Print. 


A Survey of Presbytery. 

and (n) government Antithriftian, leaving the 
Parliament onely to execute their doome upon 
them: no more,(nor no more adoe)but (o) utter- 
lyto difolve their Offices,& together with ruine of 
their Ancichriftian offices and government, their 
impious Courts, (p) their dependent Officers, e- 
ven from the Chancellor tothe Paritor , (q) The 
booke of Articles, (r) The Englifh refined Mafe- 
booke of Common Frayer, with all the Popifh figni- 


ficant Ceremonies therein contained. 


Here is neither men nor difcipline {pared,(/) o- 
thers tel us, Prelates, Difcipline,and Church of Eng- 
land are all concluded Antichriftian;therefore good 
Chriftians fhould feparate themfelves from fuch a 
Church. Andis this che language of our Country, 
ofour times only? If fo, *cwere fome argument to 
convince our prefent Prelates,to have {tained the 
honour of their Coats , as degenerate from their 
pious predeceffors. But O Tempora! 0 mores! isna 
new exclamation,all ages, all people condemn the. 
prefent, and ftillapplaud the times paft. With 
what reverence do we call to mind thofé pretious 
days we yet ftile che purity of Q.Elizabeths reign? 
as if chen the Church wereall innocence, had no 


t. {fpotinher infant whicenes - butif we fhall afwell 
27. Febr. 1639. fol.15. Syons, 


look back,and confider the fpirit of the fathers of © 
thefe Difciples in chofe days, we fhal then find, ’tis 
not the Churches purity, ‘tis not the Paffors piety, 
can {top the foule mouths of fuch traducers ; "tis 
envy-and ambition barks thus in-emulation of 
their Order, notin zeale againft\their DoGrine 
or Difciphine.. yi en! T+ Avec coos 
i SECT. 
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TLEL AI, NAA, Sot 8 sh, & ea ges 4 
BOIS OL TOS OV GRI9 95 yi 
i SECT. 3. 
The Presbyterians cenfure of the. Clergy in Queen | 
Elizabeths tie. 


Ere the Clergy then more meeke-and 
humble? will you beleeve the Brethren 
of thattime, {peaking of the Clergy 


: in Generali ? They are wolves, Ct) Intolerable op- t Bretbrene Supplie.p.4 % 
u Lhidew page $3, 


_ pugners of Gods glory (n), A crue of : monfirows 5 Maus Enel. 
_ sndungodly wretches ,{w) an Antichriftian Swi- 
. nif Rabble. - : 
Were the Bifhops then of purer lives, or Do- 
étrine ? “Thecharirable Brethren ftil’d them The x Hay any. p. 1344 
enof peftilent enemies of our State (x), The Ordi- panes: i 33. 
. nances of the Divell, (g) petty Popes, petty Ane y ihidem po p 
_ tichrifts Fncarnate Divels, cogging y cozening 
Ksaves, 3 
Were they lefe rigidi in their: Cenfares? They 
tell you ,:(%) They are Butchers and Horfe-leechess x ray any: page 28. 
„thelle Dragons tyranny y and. bloael- thir fy procee- Mastins provefat. 37. 
dings are inex cufable.- rae “auch Wilber Grind 
f afsit: onelyoúr prefent: “Arch: bithop hath Op'd b:aifhe in Qu Marice 
‘the: gap of reverts ? They fay, T. alte then + 
Arch-bifiop of Canterbury. was more ambitious . À 
-then Wolfey , (4) prouder then Stephen Gardner, A nla NS 
mtore bloody thex Bonner : Belzebub ef Canrerbu- + Martin fea.€ 4. 
Ey {hya mopfir ons: enti dilioe Pepe, gj napij. Protej Scottie, 
eta andcurfed: Taran... Ei wi mia SH d 
ag 


X 


d No ELEY. 4e 3. 


e Admonition fo toe Par- 
Gament.p. 3. 
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Was the State more favourable to them? they 
complaine (d) The Mugiftracy and Miniftery have 
walked handin hand in the contempt of true Reli- 
gion, andunte both the werd of the Lordis made a 
repPOMhh” AINEA A [hom ynty (nOnmyee ey 

Did the Parliament yet pleafe chem berrer > 
Ce) AU good con{ciences (fay they) pall vondemne 
that Court: It fhall be eafier for Sodom and Go- 
morrah in the day of judgement , then for fuch-a 
Court: There fhall not be a man of their Seed that 


` fhal pro|per, beaParliamsent man, or beare rule in 


Hay aay. pse 5. ` 
re A: to the Par- 
liament. p. 43. 


£ Ibidem p. 13.15 23. 


Motion out of Scorlsnd 
ne the Lords. p.4ts 


England any more. 1 

Nay, the Queene her felfe {Capes nor their 
cenfure , ( f ) Do you thinke our Church governe- 
menit to be good and lawfull , becaufe her Majefty 
and the State allow the fan ¢ why * the Lord doth 
not allow and approove of it: her Majefty 
and the State doe maime and deforme the body of 
Chrift, and fo do bidG od to battle, and either her 
Majefty knoweth not what they defire, or elfe fee is 
‘negligent of her Duty, andunthankefullto God. 

Who that reades thefe wouldenvy our Ance- 
{tors, or pray forthe reftoring of their dayes a- 

aine? Had thofe times or perfons no. better te- 
Andian of them, certainly aftranger that 


` fhould have come amongft thefe to feekea Reli- 


‘gion, would enquireas the Moore did of the 


Spaniard, what Religion they were of; norour 
of defiretolearne that, but that he might choofe 
thecontrary, asconcluding.che oppofite to fo 


extream bad, muft needsbe good:. for doubtles 


no 


A Survey of Prefbytery. 5 
no man would lay the foundation cfhis Faith, - 
where heneither fiadesin practi tke principles 
of Chriftian Charity, nor natarall Civility. 

But lec us eximine better witneffes of thefe 
times, whether were more guilty,the acculed, or (z)Bez-Epf.12.f.2:9. 


the accu rs. *. -J mmo optima onriad nG- 
bis de eo regio pol:ce- 


Beza (a Rrit Reformer ) in his F piftle co fme jaur, in quo tara multo- 


Englith Brethren writes thus : E A LNA 
morü martyrum Sarguine 


- (2) Lpromifc to ry felfeeven thi beft things of obfignata eff Chriffiane 


that Kingdome , wherein the reftauration of Chri- revgiontsinflauratio: 
fiian Religion hath beene feuled with the Bloud of Œ) Bortamur ut omn 


uimorum acerbatiovede . 

fa many excellent Martyrs : (b) And exhorts o e er patienter 

them;that leaving all bitterneffe , they would beare ferant, egie Majeflatè 

one another with patience . and obey the Queenes rn Be “eer 
Majeftie > and all their Prelates with a free heart. ximo obfequantur. 4 

And writing to Bilhop Grindall ( i ) he com- Ca Epift.. 23. ad 

: e A o 3 . tA 

mends bis Chriftian lenity and patience, for beurin Ondi te igitur quoan- 

with the felfe-conceited pride of (ome, and faith dam dvda Stay perpetu- 

h UY defè hn L aI ffi, everendifsime vir, 
they fhalt deferve a greater punifhment that will re. ` : 

: T. : “7 in eo fane infigne patien- 

jek again his anthority. irian tie (p lemtath br fise. 

. Buc Bezais but a fingle witnefle, cake ancther P eddiftt, "ke 

au x - a Majore poff hac pena dig- 

then, though later intime, yet no leffe eminent ,; ithe lee let Y 

in. worth: Peter Du Moulin both fuperinrendenrs MR Gis 

x . untur. 
ai the Reformed Churches: ) In England, faith AO Busklet of 
e, (A) whereGod hath ufed Bifbops to firive a- Faith fel. 347, 


gainft,.and.to refift Papifiry, And where God hath Petr. Molinaxs Thefbus. 


given them Soveraigne Princes, which maintained han tekae a) 
andupheld thens by their power : Epifcopall ordir glie pof corverfionem ad 
continueth.and flonrifveth at this day, And God Coan Fae doen 
bath bere raifed up,and ftill doth, excelent Bifhopsy les Deiferue yne debu 
beth for learning and pietie, -which couragionfly ife deferere mums vet 


ry A C 2 maintaine titulum Epifcopi, 
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maintaine God! can't both by word of mouth , and 
writing, and fome of them alfo have received the- 
Crowne of “Martyrdone for: the Confelfion of the» 
Gofpell, ` 
‘Ifthe: men were without exception, was their: 
Difcipline the caufe of quarrellg Aske them, ~ 
they willrell yeu yea. | 
())Firkt Admonitionto — They fay (1) The Communion Rooke is cuted. - 
E p cil P 7 ind picked out of that Ropifh Dung-hill, the Por- 
Syoa: Plea. 29- — tuife and Maffe book, (m) The Sacraments avewice\~ 
(m) Secondadmonition poly mangledandprophazed. ( 2) They eate not’: 
ny) Gilby pag. 2. ‘the: Lords Supper, but play a Pageant of theirowne. . 
Co) Fir. Admonition. The publikea. Baptifme: (o) is full of Childi“ 
and faperfiitious toyes , the Ceremonies ( p) are» 
popifh fooleries, Romifh Reliques, and-ragges of. 
cAatichrift. - 
If all pae thus farreamiffe; what hope wag- 
- Penries Evifle be- there yet cf Reformation? They tell us-(¢ ) Enge- 
eaa be ia coi RAD Nam ealslgfenclh nda fie aa 
(1) Gilly. p38: 77: .- come near the Holy one yand {r ) hateth them to tha ~ 
day that faithfully doe their office. -What mife- 
rable condition fhall any charitable Chriftian © 
confider'this diftreffed Nation tobeein ¢ that ~ 
views it either in fuch colours, thofe Fathers, or® - 
thefe our Brerchren have fer us forth in? What: 
| muaftbe the comfortable Contemplation of that 
(/) $ob19+25. = great day of which (fY Job fayes, Z know that my 
: Redeemer liveth; andthat I thallftandat the latter- 
day upon the earth, andin my flefh T fhall fee God,» 
Ù whom T fhall fee for my felfe, and nzy eyes fhall behold. :. 
O) 1 Corinth.ig.a3:; Andas St. Paul fayes, (4) fee faceto m 
: -o now 


pag. 42. 
(P) Gilbyipags 40, 
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haow even as alfo weaveknowne. When wecall to: : 
minde our primcgeni rors were Heathens deny- : 
ing God : eur predeceffors Apoftates fallen from 
the erue Ged to Romih Idotatrie and fuperftiti- $ 
ony our Fathers and our felves fuch Schifma- 
tiques from whorvall goed Chriftians muft fepa- © 
rate rhemfelves. ~ 

Miferable indeed were the condition of this © 
forlorne: fate’, if other’ Reformed Churches 
foake not berterof us, than wee of one anos < 
there +: - y 


HUSKIRRISSOISRSLENLITETE: 


| SECT. 4. 
The opinions of the Reformed Churches, - 


. YEare Calvins opinion in his Epiftle to the (a) Calvin in his Epifle 
~= § Lord Protectorof England- (u)The forme to the L.Proted r. 


"6 aS Se „ -p, uod ad formam precum 
pe of prayer, and the Ceremonies of thè Church’ g e Held 
L doe exceedingly approve of, asthat from which” valde probo, ut certa illa 
the Minifters ought not to depart. \ exrċt a qua pafteribus in 

. te .... fua fundione diftedere’ 

( w) Martin Buceralearned Reformer being “non liceat, 

requefted by the Arch-bifhop Cranmer to give, œ? am e N 

2 Pe i ; e oc a n à « ' va An Can. AZ 4 G 
his cenfure ofthe Emglifh Liturgy, fayes, I praife ker garias Deo qui de 
Godthat gave you light toreduce thefe Ceremonies adifet vos bas ceremonias 
. uch uritys r jingi 7 zeh cô puritätisrej ormare 706 
to fuck purity; for I finde nothing in them, which i il ore a 


is not taken ont of theWord of God, or at leaft wife, prebend: quod nor fit ex 
(ifclearely interpreted ) not repugnant to it.  ' verbo Dei eri A 
f. ants sme Bd Kona sas F an jaltem ei non adverletur 
(x ) Beza writes from Geneva, That in England (commode accept. 
(x) Beya faperintendens Geweve. Dorine puritas vigetin Anglia, pure er finer Re 
gers Preface, C37 true l 


y Zanchim de Strasto- 
‘rough. per hane Regi- 
nam faaan c. 


% Danaus aà: French- 
man at Geneud. b 
Rogers in his Preface to 
the 39. Articles. 


I Corinth. 33. Ie 


€2 King. 9- 22. 


b 2 Tinothy 3 34$0- 
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true Doctrine flourifhes purely and fincerely. 

The German Zanchie,(y )That by this Queens 
comming tothe Crowne, God hath againe reftored 
his Dottrine,and true worfoip. ` - 

-And Dangus (2) gives this large reftimony, : 
That the whole compaffe of the world bath nener feen ` 
any thing more bleffed, nor more 10 vee wifhed for, 
than is her Government. 

If chen we find, that neither Queen, Parliament,’ 
State, Clergie, Dodtrine, Ceremonies, nor the 
Church it felfe can pleafe fuch Separacifts, but : 
they revile all, whomall the world elfe admires, 
approves : Though they peak with the tongnes of 
men and Angels and have fo little Charity,let ws va- 
Ine thems,but as founding Braffeyand tinckling Cym- 
balls ; Let ws weigh their noyfe no morezlet it be faid 
to them as Jehu to Joram, (4)What haft thou te 
doe with peace fo long as the whoredomes of thy mo= 
ther Jezabel , and her witch-crafts are fo many ? 
what do thefe men with religion in their mouths, 
when they have.no Chriftianity in their hearts? . 
(b) Being without naturall afections,truce-brea- 
kers, falfe-accufers, fierce,de(pifers of thofe that are 
go0d,beady, high minded,having a forme of godli- 


q 
3 


© nefe, but denying the power thereof y from fach: 


.. turne away. Andfromthedelufions of fuch,God 
: turne the hearts of all. loyall Subjects.:. . 


Ea 


` 
e 
` 


* Tis the nature of Man-kinde,that being decei=: _ 
ved by the fpecies of an imaginary good, they ma- 
ny times covet their owne ruine. ‘Thefe fagred 


baits of parity and libertie, infus‘d into vulgar 


sai A apprehenfiom 
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apprehenfions under the pretext of pietie,and re- 

f amation,are fuch popular poyfons as will foon : 
ore fpread the body of the Commen- wealth; 

‘and corrupt or diffelyve the Nerves & Ligaments 

-of Governmen: (conformity to Lawes)if not ear- 

~ly prevented by thofe precious Antidotes againft 
-Confufion, Loyalry,and Conftancy. 


> whee FOSS EEE LESSEE EEE SVESEDESHY 


SECT. 
A Difeuffi zon whether they fiak to pull ym 


or advance the Clergie. 


Er us then ere wee imbracethe thenghts of 
fach'a totall fubverfion of the Fabrick of a 
Church and State, examine whether fich 
` Reformers aime at our liberty,or rheir owne ad- 
‘vancement, whether fuch bitrerneffe of Spirit 
-proceed from zeale totfuth, or ee ey of the 
z “onder, Ce): c What a Monopoly is 
this, to take away the 
“Ts it to clip che wings of the Clergie Me Whey title wherein the office 
Toara nottoohigh, thac thefé men crie out a- of all ce nM is 
7E comprehended, and to 
_ gainft Epifcopall jurifdiĝion ? Gera er NO ete tie one ad 
` to Imp out their broken Feathers, chat they may lone among many? 
mount above the reach of all Lawes? Isit to re- Chrifts Throne Jal 43. 
` golateany' exorbitant power in rhem « 2 or rather This Monopo' y is ainy. 
js ic not ro make their } power as indefinite, as ferie of muchiefes.view 
 ‘their[numbers are infinite? Is itnotreally co pull Prelst- Church. fol. 3a 
“downe 26. Bifhops, and fer up'9324. potential 
“ Popes? when ineffect the Paftor of ret we parith 
mee Muat befach: 27°. 


The 
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The ccnfequvences thefè men promife to them: 


~ felves in their petitic n(feconded by the writing of 


their fellow-laborers) promife nolefle,wh ich are, 
Firft, co quit themfelves from the circum{crip- 
tion of any Ecclefiatticall Auchoritie,-eicher in di- 


d Their petition, note fCipline or doctrine, (d) They pray thatthe reves- 


16. View of the Prela- 


ticall Church, fol.16. 


led will of God, contained in the books of the old 
andncw Teftament may be the rule that wee fhould 
follow, As if certainly this whole State. and 
Church had all this -while followed a wrong 


e Their petition, note Guide. (d) That the, morall dorine of the Pro- 
ij. 


i 


wf. 


1 Timoth.1.3. 

2 Chap.1.8. 
bh 9. 
i Ip 


1 Timoth.3.2,1 Ze 


1 Timoth. g.i g 
jbid.22. 

Titus 3. 10. 
z Timoth., 29. 


phets and Apoftles may bee old Englands Canons, 
(ofwhich themfelves muft be Expofitors)as ifall 
Canonicall obedience werea meere intrufion up- 
on Gods word, ‘and had no foundation in Scrip- 

„ture. 7 r , ~ % 7 : 

Doe wee not know, that Timot/y and Titys 


_ Svere by Saint Paxsi fet over the Churches of E- 


phefus and Crete, andin the ftile of both thek- 


_. piftles, by the interpretation of the Fathers, ap- 
-peare ro have beene Bifheps, andto have Canoni- 


call power committed to them?. ( f) Tofupprefé 


felfe doctrines 5 (8) To dire time and place for 


prayer and fupplications, (b) To prefcribe.. formes 
of appanrell,, (1) To | énapofe, lence upon -womer, 


(k) To inftitute Bifhops and Deacons, (1) To receive 


accufations, and to punifh Elders,-(m) To ordaine 
Minifters,(n) To admonifh aud re je obfiinate He- 


, retiques, (*) To excommunicate fuch as blafphegne. 
And thefé things-not tranimicted co them as,do- 
_-trines, butas pare of their jusifdittion 


"ioi TF) 


(o) Thefe 
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(9) Thefe things covneandand teach, and rebuke 
with all anthoritie. (5) And let no nein defpife 
Epec. ; 5 
So that here wee may fee a) foundation of Ec- 
clefiafticall Government laid even by the A potties 
_themfelves, and to us enjoyned obedience. 

And though in the infancie of the Gofpell, 
when (7) The Son of mani had not where to lay his 
head: when his Difciples all paft chorow the tire 
of Martyrdome, and no free State, fcarce any 
whole Village had received the Gofpell, even 
Rome it felfe was for many ages after, the feat of 
the Heathen Emperours, (r) under whofe terrible 
perfecutions the Church was featteredinto corners 
and deferts, where they could beft hide themfelves : 
Ie could not then (T fay) be expedted, that fo ex- 
acta platforme of Difcipline fhou'd be laid down 
to governe handfuls, as was after neceffirie ró be 
-extended to fway theconverted Chriftian world. 

Yer chen did Puz? {ee the necefliry both of infi- 
tuting rules of government,& putting the execa~ 
tion into the hands.of fome fupreme power: To 
which purpofe, as Erafmus obferves, (/) Hee ele- 
GedTimothy, abopefull young man, andlearnedin 
holy writ, into the minifterie 5 and that hee might. 
commit tohir the careof the Churches, infiituted 

hini (as alfo Titus) in the an Bifhope And 
- Saint Hierome (t) givesthe reafon of the necefli- 
tie of fuch fuperintendencie in the Church, for 
fayeshe, The fafetie of the Church depends upon the 
dignitie of the chicfe Prieft, to whom if feme extra- 

— D ordinarie 


o 1 Timoth grt. 
d 


+ “Pithe@19. 


q Matth.8.26. 
Luke 5.98) 


r Fox his Marty?s, 


fol.3 9. 


{ Eraf tom 6 fol 343- 
Timotheum, Paulu: in mi- 
nifferium adoptarar, pio . 
be indolis juvencm ~ 
facri literis erudition, 
Quorian autem ure Ec- 
cikfiarum curam aelcga= 
rat, ficut & Tito, i”fti- 
tuitewn infusione E- 
pifvopati. 

t Hieronymus Dialogo 
adver fus Luc-ferianos. 
Ecclefie falus in fummi 
Sacerdotis dignita:c pen- 
det, cui finon exors quæ- 
dam ¢p ab oranthus emi- 
yens detur potel as, tot 
in Ecclefiis effieientur _ 
Schifmata quot Saccrda- 
tes. ? 5 
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ordinarie power above the reft bee not given, there 
would bee as many {chifmes in the Church, as there 
are Paftors. 

If then the Infticution of Ecclefiafticall Go- 
vernment were Apoftolicall, the adminiftration 
committed by Saint Panl himfelfe toprimePref. . 
byters, orasallancient Fathers agree,to Bifhops ; 
‘Lecus next fee, whether fuch Ecclefiafticall Lawes 
have beene deduced downe to our fore-fathers in 
a continued current, from (the fountaine head) 
the Apottles ; or are butas thefe charitable men 
file them, The Reliques of Romifh Tyranny. 


ete, e, a 7 i Ag z (Ja d o. 
a id 
Fee TG IS CA GESGES IE” AE" GION GO UEN IS” IBY COOLS 

SECT. 6. +. A LES 


The Eccleftafticall Lawes agreeable to m 
Gods word. i . 


Have inthe Epiftle formerly fèr forth the firt 
. plantation of the Gofpell in England, in the’ 

u Fox his Martyrsfol. time of Lucivs, (u) about the yeare 169. when 
as Elutherixs (then Bifhap of Rome) fhewes from ! 


34. 
Archbifhop Viher , D +s ; l 
mord: Eelef fol’ <2, What principles wee, derive our Ecclefiafticall 


primord: Ecclef: fol. $2, 


59° Lawes: In his lettecto Lucigs King of Britaine 
TY 4 he writes thus : 

ex Martyrs, fol.108, . 
V thetDe Bnrm 2 eE regane the Roman Lawes, andthe Emperors 


Ëcslefiarum Primerdiis, to be fent over togon : The Roman Lawes and Em- 
fils ror . perours we may ever reprove, but the Law of God 
- we 
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wemapnot. (w) Tee have received of lute, throug 


a a . . a 
Gods mercie in the Realme of Britaine, the Law 


and faith of Chrift , yee have within your Realue 
both the parts of the Scriptures: out of them by 
Gods grace, with the Counfell of your Realme, take 


yor aLaw, andby that Law.rule your Kingdome of 


Britaine; for you be Gods Vicar in your Kingdome. 
A King hath. his name of ruling, and not of having 
aRealme ; you fhall beea Ring while you rule well, 
but if you doe otherwife, the name of a King fhall 
not rentaine with you, and you foal! lofe it, which 
Godforbid. ` 

Surenone will fo much honour Popery, to fay 
thefe were Popifh infufions, they will norgrant 
them a plea for fuch antiquitie, which is more 
than by fome hundreds of yeares they can juftly 
lay claimeto. Calvin does fome right to the an- 
tiquitie of thefe Lawes, in his’ Treatife concer- 
ning the ftate of the ancient Church and the 
manner of government thereof before the Papa- 
cle, (x) Which (ayes hee) will reprefent unto our 
eyes a certaine image of the: divine Inftitution; for 
although the Biffiops of thofe times made many Ca- 


we Kiuthevid refèriprem 
d Lucium "Bri annie 
Reem. Retiffisa 
Leges Romanas & ( æ- 
Jaris wobis tranfmitth 
quitus in Regro Fritan- 
ñie uti yoli flis, ere, 
Habetis peres vos reg- 
routramque paginem ex 
ils De: gvalia per Corfi 
lium regm vefiri fire 
legem @ per illam Dei 
patientia veflrum rege 
Biitannie regnum. 


eis 


x Calvins In ftitur, lib: 
Ja cap.ge fE, I. 


nons , whevelly they might feewre to expreffe more 


than was exprefjed in the holy Scriptures, pet with 
fogood caution they framed their whole adminiftra- 
tion according to that onely rule of Gods word, (y) 
that you may eafily perceive that they had alzoft no- 


God. l ; 
Nay further (fayes hee) If wee looke into the 
e. a D2 forme 


y Ve facile videas, nibi 
feré hac parte habuiffe à 


thing in this bebalfe-; diffonant from the word of V™ Dei alienum. 


Seff.4. Sirem intuemur, 
repertemus ueteres Epi- 
[cojæs non aliam regerde 
Ecclefie formam vcluiffe 
fingere, ab ea quam Deus 
werbo fao prafertpfit. 

è Brail lib:3.fol.107. 
Nil alind poreft Rex in 
terris, cum fit Dei Mini- 
fier @ Vicaris quam 
quod de jure poteft. Di- 
citar enin Rex 4 bene 
regendo, ¢ non d Yeg- 
zando, quia Rex eft dum 
bene regit, Tyrannus dum 
populum fibi creditum wi- 
olenta opprimit dominatie 
Olge 


u Stat.zs. H.. c19. 
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forme of government it felfe, wee (hall find that the 
ancient Bifhops would not devife another forme of 
Church regiment differing from that which God 
hath prefcribed in his Word. 
And there is none I am fure can fay this was 
Kingly flatterie; Happie were it, chat every King 
Jaid this counfell to heart ,had it engraven incha- 
racters of gold forhis Memento vivere. Iris fo 
confonant too, that itis incorporated with our 
Common Law. (+) 
` If then this Ecclefiaftique Diftipline were de- 
duced from the Apoftles, built upon the Bafis of 
the Old and New Teftament , continued ever 
fince, and isnow fo confined within thelimits of 
of cur Lawes: (#) That the Glergie can ena no 
Canons or Conftitutions without the Kings Royall 
affent and that none formerly made fhall bein force, 
but fuch as by Contmiffioners of both Houfes fhall be 
adjudged worthy tobe kept. Andthat itis provi 
ded, that no Canons, Conftitutions, or Ordinances 
foall be nzade,or put in execution within the Realme; 
which (hall be contrariant or repugnant tothe Kings 
Prerogative Royall, or the Cuftomes, Lawes, or'Sta- - 
tutes of the Realme. Then this Ecclefiafticall Law. 
becomes a meere regulated Law by the judge: 
mene and confent of the Civill Srate: If fo; 
That the continuation of this Difcipline, in the 
difpenfation of fuch Minifters, whofe deviations 
are punifhable as mif{demeanours, fhould beein- 
confiftent with the government of this Srate, I 
confeffe I underftand nor. 
SECT. 
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v 


ele ole oh ay tin An aa a ale aie ale ola ote sYa 
Te! la) at) Ce t . vi ia 2 
eT AS Eto eta ct et eto ote eto Stouts Soha Ue : 
SECT... 7.. » 


o Theymaft not be prefcribealin Dorine: °° 


V T is this all > Nos:They muft be free in’ 
Doétrine as well as Difcipline, prefcribed by 
no Ecclefiafticall Authoritie: (w) They muft w. Their Petition, 
preach the word of God, and adminifter the Sacra- pai yon 
ments according to the mindof Chrift, CAnd God: 
forbid they fhould not)but we muft beleeve them. 
more familiar with Chrifts mind, than all the Fa~ 
thers ofthe Primitive times, or the Church ever: 
fince, or admit them an infallibilitie of fpirit, as. 
tharthey are nonerringeess oo Oe 
Why fore. belike (they fay) they are: Some of 
them tell us, their (x) Presbyterian Difcipline is. * Sions Plea.. 
the Scepter of Chrift, (waying his owne honfe accor= 
ding to his hearts defire. And another of them; — . 
se a wr a ee dt = fae RD 
Chrifi reigne over them, and deny him in effet: 4. ru: 
That it is theeternall counfellof God. © = This Difcipfine is the 
They areas well privietohis doétrine’ as‘ his Scepter alonc, whereby: 
wills If you aske them Saint-Paws: queftion, leth among men. 
(z2) How fall they heare without a preacher ? find T. C. lib.1.pag.220. 
how ‘fhall they preach except they bee fènt ? They oo of om 
willtell you; (a) The Word is not’ tavght by the a H.N. Guangel. 636: 
Sermons of Minifters, but by the Revelation of the ert era: a 
Spirit. And though the Prophet makes a great. u l 
complaint, (b) My people-ure deftroyed for lack of b Holeag6,-- - 
' s D- 3 know- 
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knowledge sbecanfe thou hafi rejected knowledge, t 

coy -wäl alfo reje thée; that then foalt beč no Driek 
. i to rne. 

¢ Chrifonhisthtone. And asthe Apoftle fayes; Ce) Some things are 
67. ` hard to. be under ftood, which theythut are unlear- 
pear ae Peder, hed, and unftable rwreft K as they doe alfo the other 
is by Chrift inwardly, Scriptures'unto thei# owne déftrudion. Yer thele 
giting a man for th: men will tell you leatning isnorneceffary ; when 
: the Spiritinclines them to the-worke, of the Mi- 
“‘nifterie, chey.muftar'doube of gifts. «For faith 
* T.C. libu pag. 180, Cartwright, When menare called twa publique 
i calling y God doth: pourepis gifts on that perfor, 
which is called fo plentifully ; that heeis as.it were 
fuddenty siaine man, powitighs praktek 
they derive high. i- afi aima ioa 


A 


i 


God (fay es pei Mofes ; ; for execu ng 
himfelfeto-be:a wan of ivperfed lips, And though 
d 1 Tim2.7i > < the Apoftle faies,. (d)-1 an ordained a Preacher, 
which implyes the ‘neceflity_of a lawfull Calling, 
l whereuponis :grouinded an:Article of our Re- 
e 23 Articles». . ligtony; (e)That noman ought to. Preach or, mi» 
FON niftenthe Sacraments. before be be lawfully called or 
soe car fent 2° ( with which accord the Confeffions of . 
j Helyet: Gon:z:Ca18. all the Reformed: Churches) (f) And Sti Paul 


Moulin FrensCon.arte3 1. 
pr AA 31 feemesito rebukeallintruders into the Miniftery, _ 


Belgiqueart.14. — - ~ asking, Areal Teachers? (g) Yet they contra- 
eae à 3 *O rp tothe example. ofthe Apoftle,in abfalute op- 
Bebe 3. 2.3 pofition to-the Article of our Religion, willan- 


b R.A, Conf. of Brow (wer St. Paulin the Affirmative, yes.. ( A.) Lay 
oe E glie. propi6. PEN MAY teach to get Faith (4) may preach tó.Con- 
k Barow: Difes'p. 36. Sregations to-exer 'cife their abilities. Nayy{k)thut 


Ta. —_ 
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every member of the Church hath power to: examine 
the manner of adminiftring the’ Sacraments: To 


E ta (ape 


reftraine this: liberty. with: then is, che Yoake of | Chie Throne, y 


Sondages, As alfo ta enjoyneadecent ‘forme: of : : 
outward reverence, to accompany the mward de- 


t 


rotion of the heart ; sin humbling the body as — 


well as the foule atthe reception of the. pledge 


of ourfalvation; ; iù Rtandiag upin thie profeflion R 


of our Faith inthe’ Creed; or in celebrating the 
obfequies of {uch.as dyein ithe Lord ywith'thanks - 


Revel. £4it3s 


for their deliverancé, arid with prayers for the . - 


furviving faithfull; wich the ike, ( though the 
Maxime be anan{werable,N ow fervatur unitas in 
tredendøs nifecadéns adit inscolendov > 7t nooi 
And thoughagameitbé angueftioned by all 
bow uncontroverted by. moft of thelate 

Writers, yand concluded in one of our Articles, 
CL ) Thatsthe : Church, hath power’ to\ decree’ Rites. 
aid Ceremanicsy with which agree all the Retor-' 
med Churches,) Ca^) Ne una Contradicente: And 
that grearlight of Germany,(Melaxtthon) holds 
them infeparable from the Church , judging ita 
wicked thing; ( 1.) te thinke that all Ceremonies 
were inftituted by bad Bifkops , recommending to. 
us an excellent place-of the ufé of ‘Ceremonies in 
Jofouas That it maybe awitnelfe betweene us and 
you, and our Generations afierus; That your Chil- 
dren may not faj. to our Children in time to come, 
yee have nopartin the Lorda For. children and the 
toeake were {uch Ceremouiesinftituted. And al- 
though we are required-by: the aia Ghoft, To 
(ahat 


Ufa  Fofue 


L Article ‘20. 

m Rog- book of « Art a0. 
n Melan@.par.2. fol.22. 

Jmpium quoque eft fen- 

tire omnes, Çercmonias 
inflitutas efe ab -mipis 
pontificibus, fuerynt 7 non- 
nuli prudenter @7 facdi 
viri qui fenferunt vulgi 
ita fupinos €? demiffis 
animos, ut nunquam fint 
dignitatem @ amplituds- 
nem religionis animad- 
yerfuri nifi aliqua-exter-, 


na & oculis expofita [pe~ 


cie remorati (7 detenti, - 
Cre. 

Habes autem praeclarum 
lacum.. de Ceremoniarum 
Xe 


22. 


vefiri prerie. 

Pro pueris @ infirmis 
iftiusmodi faut ivfiituti 
ritus. Ibidem. 
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l — Ort. x toGove P 
rdinance f wee: OF alia 
ae shmit toevery > ee as fupreanie-, w DoGrins 5 
Ze 130 Ro the King a atx OI his new 
* Cit on bis hid ther it beeta: themen teich ( though becom- 
o Chrift o1 a n kaa tet thele. nef, (th ea rote 
fol. a ar, gle 1 OHS. Ri l niko tnaces as > iety,derived Ma aL 
lea, fol. s Ordi i d pi bedi 
p Chis Tronk fas. that p= iftian humility an hority, and a) 
: A oO —" 1 COR z an , eva 
PS ee wea g Chrif fed by Au t, arean (a )ee 
cave ak yee form miig vicy, impofed by ly precept, are: C from 
‘have a Ly ig to have a Antiqu A. ded by Holy off 0 an Anoftacy J 
Simaye, f ell, Barrow ence comman f death's arte Se wa rie of the Go i 
TARR, OY: oyation of rath er gewit MA rio $ 
r Ti raite foy Chrift ; and Abebi reagent = a 
free p Feia it tes, fachimen r he 
they are a no creature l, whérew avagancies, i r] renet A 
. oN pait OF sme which race Sehfiieseting we Service; 
care... i me. all the defperate. MOANNE o ints, Ca) Te 
ij ie, ae i SAAD Ceremonien bing Brow Cr) Ia 
ae nfs tila d Ceremonies, rtie, Fami arning, 
fin infeitia t- ops Es and Ue libertie, eregas of learnin ye 
Bent ro heir fll ot dsl dan Brin fk 
nendas cf bodie Anabap « tacir, lect of due nd hommes EC rom Davi 3 
i | neg trc no from De = 
E AY pretextu heir tilts. (fana ake. example} ETT N 
tijk æ ge libus vendi- Anabapti m ‘ ould take a nabitp ti fes ~- 
K i irita r Sci- 5 7 k pafi w DR onr Ana of i D aple 
fepro}p! uod omnis ; menintimes} ning; BS NOW oni wifes j deca} -à 
ARTIS hapin Ce me ife all sabre: 28 A pired with. Gift he fe obey 
sin, Comme on the moen pyran o r = ayasi 
Phal f.3 3° pss onely hold norant of gas Parbh om ipte w 
9 T ire 4 ar Z P Pa 413 i pits no 
ti Eoflane huma tey eb mebeig acu. tic seed 
i Chriftian is dfa- e briltian. Kee On. á 
bengal aa Ae he abufes C ae | ght ee Edis of 
iftratibus, TEE Chae ie dagistrate, » o-violkte: net weed 
ey ligt gg d’ tothe Mag nne to-uiolate ti men voad. 
fa y LAI TT v ‘Tis-a sant acts piit aa 
eregrinarum > "OK be. 2. Ste z hla neither Aamiin 
fraires m Arliss ake pe haa «rachael nies 4 
ER d neque ores Coun ood Mann èir fociety 1 rghit 
Dia neque ty A Faith, ad objervec fobovhoi / veel oy the ; 
5) F ‘ a) ) } 
„jungitur, in €0-° ang 0, Teh eit er with tt Cm, 
ef'ebavendum pro eo f r. RER: iwit fkarper -e Thefe 
e : 7 q u v0 - P hs a K 
Societate fervenda read ? Zanchies As 
so in. Epift. 2 
a uftin E. 
cut. Om 
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(x) Thefe Anabaptifts (faieshe) and others that x Dawnandifunt Anaa 
svithdraw themfélues fron the Communion of the ptifte @ aü qui 4 
. . © verk Chrifii Ecclefiis fè 

Church either forthe pretendedvices of the Mini~ furducunt. 

fier, or otherexcnfesare to bee cut off from the Zanchy. Tomes. fo. Esz, 
Church : But ifnone of thefe incline them to the : 
peace of the Church, 

_ Their pretended great Mafter Calvin, (a) hath « Calvin Epigola Dow. 
a {harper Rod for fach State-troublers : Avspliffix Pretedtor Epifel. fol. 88: 
‘me Domine, andio effe Deofeditionum genera, que ` 

adverfus regen ac regni flatum caput extulerunt 3 

Alii enins Cerebrofi quidem,videlicet, fub Evange- 

lii Nomine, palfim invedamvellent, Alii vero in 

fuperftitionibus —Antichrifti ita obduruernnt, nt 
earumrevulionere ferrenon poffint; Ac merentur 

quidem tum bi, tum illi gladiowltore coerceri, quem 

tibi tradidit Dominus, Cum non in regem taninm 

in furgunt, fed in Deum ipfum, qui © Regem in 

Regiafede conftituit, © te proteđorem inftituit 

tum perfona, tum etiam Regie Majestatis. 


LISSA PE SIVGLIVVE SS 


ovine | SECT. 8. 
+ They muft be free from Civill Miferies. 


Uc all this tends yet but to free their Confci- 
ences, over which ( fay they ) No man (b)on b Chrift onhis throne: 
= earthhath power in matters of Religion è If fol. Ge. 
fo,’eweremorecollerable. =. > ; i 
But this large “Confcience wili have the 
E body 


- 


e Petition, Note 20. 
View of Prelaticall 
Church, and divers o 
thers. 
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body as free as the minde : They mufthold their 
Conventicles, intimated by that their meeting, 
(c) together to pray for the King and Queen with- 
out punifhinent, or falfe.Culumuiation- 

Thisis a.gap to ler out Law, and tekein liber- 
ty; Thus may they infufe what Doérine, con- 
trive what ftraragems, accumulate what multi- 


-tudes they pleafe, nor onely without punifh- 


a Their Petition, note 
p I. 


J. Genef,1 4.20. 
Hcb.7.2- 


2 Nehem.10.37.. 


a Heb7.5, 


ment, but without enquirie of the Lawes. Nor 
ssehh Log eer 
Freedome of their Confctences and perfons is 
not enough, but they muft hevetheir purfes and 
eftatesas treeroo. They tellus they have Civill 
miferies, as well as Ecclefiafticall : fuch as (a) The 
paymentof Tithes,to Parfonsor Impropriators, 
which whether due Fare Divino I difpute nor, 
but by, Civill; Common, and Statute Law, wee 
know they are. | we un Ned 
The prefeription is fomewhat.ancient, for ’ris. 
faid, Melchizedeck (y)bleffed Abraham, and hee 
gave him tythes of all things, And under the Law it 
is ordred, That (z)the Levits might have the tythes 
in all their Cities of our tillage. This we find nor 
difcontinued under the Gofpell, (2) They which 


`, are children of Levi; which receive the office.of the 


a Corinthg.13- 


Priefthood, have a.consmandement to take accor~ 

ding to the Law, tythes of the people. And Saint 

Paul holds it good equitie, That as they which 

wait at the Altar, are partakers of the Altar; even 
fo hath the Lord ordained; that they which preach 
the Gofpell, fhould live of the.G ofpell, Our Statute 
| i Lawes 
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Lawes have eftablifhed and incorporated them 
into our eftates ; for, (b) Tythes in the hands of L Staz7,3 TA 
Lay-men become temporallinheritances, andfhallbe ""' - i 
accounted Affets: And Lay pien proprietaries of Cookes Littleton, 
tythes, (c) haveelection either to fne forthe trea OTID 
ble value by the Common Law, or for thiédouble 
in Ecclefiafticall Courts. lp d 
The ancient jurifdiction of Court: Leers, and 
Court Barons, (d) they would fubrilly under- d Petition.note 12,13; 
ow by ath oa e the: oath, whereby Bey 07? plea, fol.47. 
ourt muk fall, Ex: confequenti, taking away the 
ufe of Juri a a quenti; taking away the cookesLittleton,fol.5 8. 
Juries; or the’ teftimonies of witnefles.. Brs107, 274. Male! 
Though we find chem held in the time of Edward ngs aie - 
the Confeffour, and fo called, Barones vero qui eles Wench? DATA 
ap s gir. . z E t Í 
fiam habent curiam de Juis horiinibys : and conti- Baronum , de quibus W 
nuedeverfince. And indeed they would haveno 7" ci. ahs 
Courts at all co have jurifdictiqn over them, as e. | ~ 
a, by many of their writings, as that they À 
weuld have Courts to proceed only agai + by Chord. Angl-prop: 8 
| p! inh fins by Chord. Angl prop: 8.10- 
a sete of God, of which i i ad Sion plea noy i 
e Judges, an fay) it wor o fit beno fin, there i 
J pa , and (as they fay) it woild-free ws from no ground of an ak. 3 
weekely Courts, ha a oh ` View Prelaticall 
The would withdraw thecuftomarie right of ew 
(e) Herriots taken inthe Saxons times, in which 21. — 
language it is called Heregeat, or-the Lordi beft; Bratt. Uib.2. fol.6o. 
for Here is Lord, and -Geat ‘ts beft: idea 3 Cookes Littleton, fo.185, 
Lawes before th eat is beft. And in the Lambert, fol.r19 8. 
rp ig re the Conqueft it is faid; (f) Whether f Sive quistneurid, five 
ya judiciall fentence, or by firdden death, any i, arty repentina, fuerit 
2p pma > pet the Lord fhall take none of his i ats pie 
Saena ut that which is due by Law in the name of a A a Ae anes 
Herriot. ve egilsa ai k 5 fafa Herrioti nomine 
~ —_ tbi affumito. 
© ay, 


Pe 


£ Their petition, 
Note 22. 


p Their petition, 
Note1s. 3 
Chrift onhis Thrones 
fol.77. Į 
So wee may recover that 
Chriftian liberty wher- 
with Chrift hath. made 
us free, and for which 
his bloud was powred. 
forth. 

Sions plea, fol.3 33. 
Rom.14.1526 i 
2 Per. 13. ign a. 
Goodmais pag 30e: 
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| Nay, they yer gcehigher, evento the denyall 

of the right of proprietie in our eftates. They 
would pay no Fizes,(g)do no Boons nor Duties to. 
their Land-lords,orat beft bring chem within the 
Arbitrarie Jurifdiction of the Presbyter, who 
mult be Chancellour berwixz Lord and Tenant. 

And thefé things are not reprefeated by way 
of complaint, or fubmitced to the confideration 
and determination of the Parliament, but feeme: 
tobe inforced by intimation of a ftrong, occult, 
implyed Covenant; in that they fay, (4) The con- 
trarie priviledges Chrift hath purchafed, and com-~ 
manded thent to ftandunto. If thisbe not to fub- 
vert Lawes, IL know not whatis? Icisnot onely a 
defiance to -Civill Government , but a Band: a- 
gaint it. : way! 

Nor LawnogGofpell {cape fuchcenfures: If 
Saint Paw! teach us not to refift authoritie, byt ra- 
ther to fubmit to punzhment : Some tell us, Teis 
is a dangerous doctrine, taught by fome, by the per= 


_. miffion of God for our fins. Certainly thefe aré 


dangerous doctrines indeed, and God opén our . 


` eyes in time to fore-fee and prevent the confe- 


quences: So much are people infatuated with 


thefe falfe glofies of pretended libertie, tharthey 
`: are eafily feduced to {wallow fuch guilded pils, 


with open armes to embrace, with eager hands to 
pull upon their owne heads their owne ruine. 
Foralas, what isicelfe, but tọ enthrall our felves 
underan irrecoverable fervitude,, whence canbe 
no redemption? Is it not to make that choyce 

et à > * the 
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the Ifraelites refufed, Whether is better for you,ei= Judges 9.2. . 


ther that all the fons of Ierubbaal (which are three- 
fiore andten perfons) reigne over you, or that one 
reigne over you? Whether fhall wee content our 
felves with the difpenfation of Lawes our felves 
affent to, can atany time expand, or contratt, as 
we fhall find them too narrow, Ortoo large for 
the circle of our ifle, truft the adminiftration of 
thefe in the hands of fix and twentie Bifhops, 

whofe Delegate power is limited by our Statute 
Lawes, whofe perfons are eafily refponfall for any 
extent of thar power, beyond thofé bounds the 
Parliament allots them? Or fubmit our felves to 
the meere Arbitrarie Government of thrice 
twentie fix thonfand Presbyters and Elders, for 
more than fomany will that Hierarchy amount 


to, under which they would nowdraw us, by the | 


platforme cf their new pretended diipline. 

In which, if there were any more but the Spe- 
cies of libertie, that we fhould thusbe quit from 
all Ecclefi jaftique fubjection; (though itis a prin- 


ciple too oft proved true, that Over-mucb defire of Moulins Confeftion, 


Tibertie is the originall of Tyranny, every one by 
being too free, becomming a flave: The Vulgar 
being well refembled to birds long caged and 
kepttame, which breaking loofe ftarve for want 
of food, or become a prey to the firit deftroyer. 
Yet this might be a popular motive toentice ma- 
ny into this new Coy. 

If itdid conduce roa reall seer with al 

men fhould know, I hold my felfe as..free-borne 
Eg ag 


408. 

Tyranny is more tolle- 
rable than fuch a free- 
dome, which under the 
title of libertie introdu- 
ceth licentioufnefle, and 
this licentioufnes brin- 
geth in extreme fervi- 
tude, 
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asany man, and as much difdaine the thought of 
fervile fetters of Romith Tyranny, or an infultant 
Prelacie, asanyhethatlives. Bue fever held,thae 
Nunquam libertas gratior extat quam [fub Rege pio, 
Thar it is Law, which is toa free Srate (not a 
Band, bur) a Guard againft oppreflion; Tharitis 
Magiftracte which levels the f{cale of juftice be- 
twixt power and povertie, that preferves degrees, 
i All Societies, Occo diftinction, order, (7) wichout which no Church; 
nomick, Civill, and Ec no Srare, no family can ftand, : 
clefiafticall, doe confit 2 à 
by the fubmiflion ofine ` And when I fee inthefe men, no fhadow of 
feriours co fuperiours, true libertie, by pretending legall government ; 


N bei d mee a 
Ma triyo Hor yetthe falfegloffe of libertie, by extinguit- 


loweth. ing all power, but that it isevident by defiring to 
Sime,  Cateshetica 5. fhare the power of the keyes,and to execute Ecclefias 
precepti. fticall cenfuresin their congregations within theme 


Petition annexed,nore3 (eves. They have no thought of the peoples li- 
o bertie, but to eflume into their owne hands the 
fame power they cry downe in the Bifhops, not 

to qualifie, but to exalt it above all moderation. » 

The ufe thereof being fully explaned by Expo- 

ficors of their owne ftraine, to import no leffe, 

_ thantotrample under feet the facred Crownes of 

-.. Kings, the power of Parliaments, the feats of Ju- 
-= ftice,the ufe of Magiftrates, the efficacie of Lawes, 

, and make themfelves Chancellours over our lives 

and converfations, our wives, ourchildren, our 

` fervants, our private families, and our eftates: 

That any hands fhould help to hoyfe up unlimi- 

ted, unbounded Tyranny , I have nothing left 

me but acclamation, O fortunati niminm bona fi 


Sua 
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fuanorint, and fhall conclade with that faying, 
Quos Iupiter vult perdere, hos prins dementat. 

Yet {hall I freely difplay fome of thofe pofiti- 
ons, which divers that pretend reformation leffe 
blufh to publifh, than I torecite, as part of their 
new Chriftian dc@rine; which how confiftent 
with the Monarchique Government of this State, 
how far inclinable co an Anarchy, and whether 
fubverfive of the Lawes, or deftructive to the 
Subjeds libertie, I fhallnortakeupon mee to de- 
termine ;' but perhaps the confideration may 
pleafe fome others, though I profeffe I only write 
topleafemy felfe, Liberare animam. Yet I hope 
no man will be fo far difpleafed with mee, as to 
apply what I collect from fome, as meant by all 
thar pretend a Presbyteriall Government. Ihave 
charitie tothinke many men that way enclined, 
have good intentions, and defire reformation out 
‘of a pure heart: ButI am confident, the more 
they acquaint themfelves with fuch pofitions as 
thefé, theleffé they will like the difcipline. 


UNIRSUSSSTIST RSLS HRS USES: 
Epi topacie moft agreeable with a Monarchie. 
Y YEre, asin all diftracted States, may well be 
applyed the poets exclamation ; 


Tantum Religio potuit fuadere malorum ? 
Not that Religion it felfe (which isthe band of 


peace), 
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eace)is canfe ofevils, but that it is made the ufti- 
all cloake of all feditious difturbances either in 
Church or Srate. 

All che fhafts of malice, every clamour, oblo- 
quy, fhotat the order, doctrine, and perfons of 
the Bifhops, how ever feathered with thepretext 
of pietie, yet fill light all in one center, and may 
appeare to be Jevelled all at one mark. 

The power of the keyes is the burthen of all their 
eerie. fongs, in which confifting the Ecclefiafti que Dif- 
All the fearfull evils of Cipline, not Dodtrine of the Church, it becomes 
ere from rather a queftion in Policie than in Divinitie, 
iina whether it fhould reft in the hands of a few intru- 

{ted bythe Church, or to be tranfmitted to the 

hands of a multitude, or (as our Preacher would 
 ‘Politions annexed have it) (A) to every particular member of the 
to the petition, lo Church. 

And where it is cleare in point of Divinitie 
where the Scripture hath nor expreffely fet the 
rule, asin this particularic is left doubrfull, fuch 
Separarifts interpreting that place of C4fatthew, 


faeces CE) Goe tell the Church, tobee the whole Congre- 
scm plea, 285, gation; whereas others conceive it clearely re- 
M 20). {trained to fuch as are fet in aathoritie by the 


a fe . 
Ta bis rebus de quibzs ni- Church, out of that of Titws, who being entru- 


A eoa {ted bySaint Paul inthe Churches of Crete ;-hee 
3 $ > TR , 
& inftituta major pro directs him to rebuke with all anthoritie: And 


lege tenenda funt, @ fie moreparticularly, A man that is an heretique, after 


cut prevaricatores divi- . pote x j 
Sn legum, ita content the firft and fecond admonition , reje@. , In this 


ptoresE cclefia/fiearit con- cafe, we muft examine the ancienr,continued pra- 


fuetudin cocreendifunt. & pik a! Gaal 
ea. ad Cafulanum, Gice and opinions of former times and Wri Me 
: n 


` 
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And fuch contemners oÑ the cuftomes of the 
Church (fayes Saint 4u/tiz)are to be compelled. A 
But truly this was {o little queftioned in anti- x 
quitie, that it feemes ic was never doubted by | 
Calvin himlelfe, fayeshe, I never thought it nfe- Calvin. Epifal. ad Gas 
full, to commit the power of excommunication to fi oer ok Meet 
everie Pastour, for it is an odious thing, andnot to communicandi permittè 
be approved, but would foone flip into tyranny, and a T m N 
the Apoftles left another cuftome. emplum ore vo fas 
And indeed, what tyranny were not tobe loo- c!» Tyrannidem lap- 
ked for from fuch afpirers, if they were once in. a Cm Ane 
vefted in power? who cannot {mother their am- 
bition till they get into poffeffion what is the- 
pride of the Prelates’ (who admit the King the | 
fupreme head of the Church undér Chrift,receive - 
their defignation from. him, hold the inferiour 
hath noc power over the fuperiour) compared 
with thefe fpirits? who tell us, That Princes. 
(m) wtuft be fubjeE unto the Church, andfubmit ™ T.C. Reply, pigg | 
their Scepters, and throw downe their Crownes be- i. ee R 
` fore the Church, and lick up the dujt of the feet of bis Principes @ Monar 
the Church ; all which is applyed to their Presby- i tig 
terie, afcribing to every Presbyter what the Pope Travers ae EAA 
onely affumes to himfèlfe: That all Kings ought eae tae 
to kiffe his feet. * roms Agama 7c. 
How this fupetintendencie is derived from 
Scripture, how confonanc to Antiquitie, or con- 
fiftent with the glorie of a King, is confiderable. 
I conceived God himfelfe had an high hand in 
the inftitution of Kings and Princes, when hee 


leaves this principle in the Mofaick Law : 
F 


2 


Thou 
a 


t 


g Deuteron.t7.1 $% 


@ xSamuel 15.11. 


p-! Samuel 16.1. 


q Nehemiah 13, 26. 


r Daniel g gi- 


( Hofea &. 4.. 


e 1 Chron. 17. tt. 


a Proverbst6.%4q, 
“Ww 24 i 
a. Daniel 2.37. 


y 1Samuel 28. 17. 


z Kings 10.1%, 
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Cn) Thou fhalt fet hive King over thee, whom the 
Lord thy Godall chafe And in that hee fayes, 
(0) Ihave fet up Saulto be King. And of David, 
he fayes, (p) Ihave provided me aKing. And of 
Salomon {ayes the prophet, (q) God made him 
King over all Ifrael. 

Nor doeshe difpofe Crownes at the direction, 
or by the advice of others, (r) for the moft high 
ruleth in the Kingdome of men, and giveth it to 


- whomfoever he will. Butit fhould appeare he chal- 


lenges to himfelfe the fole proprietie of this 
King-making Jurifdiction, in thathe rebukes the 
Ifraelites, faying ; They have fet upaKing, but not 


. by mee, (f) They. have made them Princes, and T 


knew it not. 

And as in inftitution, fo in fucceffion will'hee 
be the fole difpofer of Monarchies; (+) I will raife 
up thy feed after thee, and eftablifh his Kingdome. 
Nor were his intentions fre to let this be a titu- 
lar fhadow onely without power, when wee are 
told, Cx) The wrath of a King i as meffengers of 


‘death. And we are commanded to (w) feare the 
_ Lordand the King. (x) Thon, 0 King, (fayes the 


prophet Daniel) art aKing of Kings: forthe God 
of heaved: hath given thee a kingdorse, power, and 


ftrength, and glorie. . 


‘And as the donation of this power is folely his, 
fowillhe have the revocation too. To Saul fayes 
the prophet, (y) TheLord hath rent thy kingdowe 
fromthine hand, and given it to thy fervant David. 
And to Salowou,(z)I willfurely rend thé kingdome 

| from 
3 , 


A 
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frow thee, and will give it tothy fervant. (4) Hee a Daniel, a2: 
removeth Kings, andfettcth mp Kings,fayes Daniel. x 
‘Nor doth he feeme to fubjed them to the que- - 
{tion of infericurs, fayes Salomon, (b) Where the .b Ecclefiattes 8, 4, 
word of a King is, there is power, andwho may fay 
unto him, Vi hat doeft thou? (c)Isitfit to fay toa c lob 34.18. 
King (fayes Fob) thou art wicked, much leffe to ex- 
-pofe chem co violence: But his precept,(d)Towch d 1 Chron, 16.22. 
not mine anoynted, puts a guard upon their facred - 
perfons, which to violate, though in our owne 
defence, is a breach-of his command. 
Though Saul perfecuted David for his deftru- 
ction, yet fayes he to Abifhai, (e) Deftroy hin not, e x Samucl26. g} 
for who can ftretch forth his hand againft the Lords E 
anoynted, and be guiltlefe? > > 
And left thefè precepts might feeme difconti- 
nuediith the Law, they are renewed in the Go- __ Í 
fpel: (f )Submit your felves to the Kingas fupreme, F 1 Peter z137: 
And as if bare obedience were not enough with- _ 
` out due reverence, wee are againe commanded i 
(2) to feare God, andhonour the King. _ g sPetet 2.17, 
But was this honour due to them onely from ` 
the Laitie ¢ Aaron the high prieft called Mofes 
the chiefe prince, Lord; (h) And Aaron faid, Let b Exodus 32,22.) 
not theanger of my Lordwax hot, ~. ë 
Or was.the power of Kings fubordinate or ` 
fupericur to the Church? We read that Jehofa- 
phat King of ludah appoynted Indges, Levites,and ; 2 Chron 19. 5-8. 
Priefis.Cd)\ 0 h i 
And. was this power continued in the Royall 
Race of Kings, fince the comming of Chrift ? or 
F 2 extinguifhed 


a 


k Mathew 22.196 


+ 


L Tertufllan.ad Scapulam. 
cap. 2. 

Colimus Fmperatorem fic 
quomodo (7 nobis licet, 
C7 ipfiexpedit ut Homi- 
nema Deo fecundum, & 
foloDeo minorem ; Hoc 
ee ipfe volet , fic enim 
omnibus mijar cft, dum 
folo vero Deo minor eff. 
m Tertullian,ad Scap. 
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extinguithed by the greater light of his preféncee 
We find Chrift himfelf rendring Tribute to Ce- 
far,Give nnto Cefar the things that are Cafars.(k) 

Oris it that Regall right, fixe onely to the Scep- 
ters of Chriftian Kings and Princes ? We find the 
ancient Fathers gave totke Thrones of. Princes, 
(though Heathens )the prerogative God lefe them; 
Teriulliantellsus, We give that Reverence to the 
Emperour, as belongs bothtous andhin, asa man 

fecond to God, and onely leffethan God, for fo hee 
is greater than all others being onely leffe than 
God. (1) x i 

Or is this rightfolely annext to the Imperiall 
Throne? Hee againe tells us in the generall, 
Kings are Onely in the power of .God, frou whom 
they arefecond,.after whom firft , before and above 


_ all others. (m) i 


a 4 ted. 2 
-` 


n Quid ergo turbami- 
ni? yolens nunquam vos 
deferam, coattus repug- 
nare non novi, dolere po~ 
ero, potero flere, potero 
gemere:ıduc/warmi mia 
lites, Gothos quoque, Laa 
chryme mee arma funt. 
Tala enim Ambrofius 
(oncione 1,contra Aux- 
entium. 


bai A i 


a “Sangui martyrum fe- 
men Ecclefie, ` 


Are we onely to be fubject while they rule o- 
ver us after.our owne defires '; and quit from‘our ° 
Allegeance under perfecation ? St: Ambrofe recei- 
ving {mperiall command to deliversap the Chur- 
ches; fayes, Ff I bee compelled, T. may not oppofe: 
I may grieve’, I may weepe, L uaysfigh <i Againft 
Armes, Soldiers; the Goths alfo, my Teares are my 
weapons , fuch are the guards.of aPriefk sToneither 
can, nor ought to wrake other defence.(a) i i 2 

But perhaps fuch p2flive piety was more requi- 
fice in thofè dayes,. when Gods‘defigneswas to 
convert the world by foffering, nor by. fabduing ; 
when the` feeds of Religion. muft bee: water’d 
with the blood of Martyrs, Ca) than ‘nowin 
wallets A thefe 


x 
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thefè purer times of Reformation Yet wefee Cal- 
vin advifes us not to fight for righteoufneffe,bur 
to fuffer for righteoufneffe: (0) rf we be perfecuted 
for godlines, by an tpious and facrilegious Prince, 
let us firft of all remember our fins, which no doubt 


are corrected by God with (courges ; this will bridle. 


onr impatience with humility : Then let us enter- 
taine this thought , that *tis not our Fol to heale 
fuch diftempers, that this #8 onP onely renecly.to ap- 
peale to Gods affiftance, in whofe band are the hearts 
of Kings, and the inclinations of Kingdomes. . And 
in another place he tells us, (4) the Prophet Ze- 
remiah Clearly refolves this queftion, (p) I have.gi- 
ven all thefe lands into the hands of Nebuchad- 
nezzir the King of Babylon. And it fhall come to 


pafè that thz Nation and Kingdome which will not. 


pik the fame Nebuchadnezzar the King of Baby- 
lon and that will not put their neck under the yoke 
af the K. of Babylonsthat Nation will 1 punifh faith 
the: Lord withthe fword, and with the fumine,and 
with the péilence, untill I have confiimed the lave 
Therefore hearken not yee unto your Prophetsnor to 
jour Diviners and which {peak unto you faying, yee 
| fal wot forve the King of Babylon. T/pake-alfo to 
Zedechiah King of ludah , attording to- all thefe 
words faying bring jour neck vinder the yoke oftie 
K.ofdaby lon ferve him andhis people and live Wty 
willyou dye thowand thy péople by the fword, pefti- 
lence and fantine jas the Lordhath (poken againft 
the Nation that wil wot ferve the Kinz of Babylon: 
sci which p lace faies Calvin™ we feiwharhe- 

D3 dience 


0 Calvin. tnffitut. l4 
C. 20. AYE. Ig 

Si abimpo'er facrilego ` 
principe ucxamur ob pie- 
tatem, (ubeat primem de- 
liorum noftrorum cor 
dalio, que talibus baud 
dubié Domini flagel- 
lis caftigaitur, Fnde 
bumilitas impatientiam 
noflram frenavit 5 fuc- 
currat deinde bac cogita- 
tio, non xoffrum cfe hue 
jufmodi malis mederi, koc 
tantumeffe reliquum, ut 
Domim opem imploremus, 
cujus in manu funt regum 
corda (P regnorum Ine 
clinationes. 


-b Calvin. Inflitut, l 4. 


Nafiznis:ef? 7 memora- 

bilis apud $fercmiam lo- 

cus, quem tametfi prelixi- 

orem, idco non pigebit re- 

ferre , quia totam hanc 

queftioncm clariffim: des 
nit. 


p Ieremiah 27. 6, 


8, 


12. 


* Videmus quirtd obee 
dicntiâ Dominus tetrum 
ilum ferocemque Tyran- 
zum coli voluerit, non d- 
lia ratione nifi quia reg- 
num, obtincbat. Calvin 
Injfitut, be 4. aie 20. © 
Art. 27. 


A Survey of Presbytery. 
dience the Lord will have given to this wicked 
and fierce Tyrant, for no otker reafon butbe- 
_caufe he was a King. With whofe counfetl his fuc- 
% Bera Fpi. 24.adpe- Ceflor Beza” well agrees. ud folis precibus & 
regristccl.in Anglia fra- patientiáfanari poteft. TheTriacle againfi this ue- 


Hese o, : nome is Prayer, not Vengeance. We mufi be fubje& 
q Rom. 13. §.> forConfcience fake. (q) Hence it is deduc'd and 

= incorporated intoan. Article of our Religion, 
» Article 37. _, (r) That the Kings Majeftie hath the chiefe Go- 


vernment of all eftates Ecclefiafticall and Civill, in 
all caufes within his Dominions, Which is notthe 
{ole pofirion of our Church: But with this agree 
f. Helvetian Art. 16. all the Reformed Churches - (f) And more 


Bolen oe 16; ~~. particularly che French Church,whofe Article of 
Belg, Art. 36. Religion is, (+) Wee mufi not onely endureand 
Auguft. Art. 16. 0 ; C but allo wee b 
2 e. {uffer Superiors to Governe, but alfo wee muft ho 


+ Moulins Buckler of #047 and obey them with all reverence, holding thems 
Faith. Art. go.fo, 535. forGods Lieutenants and Officers whom he hath ap- 
poyntedto exercife a Lawfull and an Holy charge: 

. we mufi obey their Lawes and Statutes, payall Tri- 

- butes and Inepofts bear the yoke of Subjection with a 

good andfree will,although they be Infidels. There= 

fore we deteft thofe that would reje Superioritie, 
andeftablifh community of goods : and overthrow - 

`. allcourfe of Fuftice., mtd Men rive 

.. Butyetperhaps the policy of States have found — 
this Supreame power prejudiciall tothė good of 
Common-wealths; and the Lawes of God muft 

Gregor. Thelofan. syna BVE way tothe Lawes of Nations, fince Salus 
tag. jurum, le 47. ca. 57, Populi Suprema Lex : But experience tells, us, the 
Nut. Romans were quickly.wearie of their change of Go- 
vernment 
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eo © 7 8 y 


nours, ‘and fortunestoo , which occafioned the 
Agrarian Law: Thatno‘Cirizen (hould have a- 


bove five hundred Acres of Land: and thar the ` 


people fhould fhare equally in all Conquefts: 
This bred the quarrell of sy//aand Marius, con- 
tinued in Cefar and Pompey, andended inthe ru- 
ineof Rome. k adak 


From thefe obfervations,, Tacitas drawés this 


conclufion, Vains Imperti corpus, unis animore- 
gendumvidetur. It i meceffarie the body of one 
Empire foouldbee governed -by one head, which 
muft not bee: barelya Titular head, a fhadow of 
power without the weight ofit: for Lawes well 
made ayailelittle, unleffe they be entrufted to a 

A hand 


Lites Livin 
w e 


® 


Tacitus Aanalls. 1: 
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hand rhat hath. power to exact -execution of 
them. af ; bm l 
NordoeJ obférve that thele principles of Di- 
vinity or Policiédoe eflentially differ, but rather 
feemetobeethe.fame with the fundamentalls of 
the Lawes of this Kiugdome. For fayes Bratton 
the learned Hiftcrian in the Genealogie of our 
Bratton. fale 197: Lawes.: (u) To this end was aKing created and 
u Rex ad bac creatu of chofen, that he usight doe: Iuftice to all ween,becanfe 
cs cledius, ut juftitiam iF there were not one to adminifier Fuftice, pedce 
faciat anvuctfisy quia j would{oonebe rooted out,andit were vaine to enact 
non effet qui juftitiam fa- POUT RCOL SS e ANE EEE A 5; 
ceret pax de facili pofit Lawes, or talke of Iujtice, if there were not one, to, 


e R » fup " defendthe Lawes. | 
yacuum effet teges con- as ae 
Me o A nfi Who multbe one not fubordinate toinferiour 
effet ep ana Te powers, burfayeshee 5 Hee ought to excell-al} his, 
Potentia vcro omne we A ie x 
Jubditos debet preccllere, [ubjetts in power : And hee muft have no equalk, 


parem autem babere non much lefe afnperionr, chiefely in adminiftring Iu- 

debet, nec multo forms Bice : Thatitmay truely bee faid of him, Great is 
fuperiorem,maxime tn jt- wpe ss ale cme 

fiitia exbibenda,ut dica; OHY, Lord (our King) great is his verine x ' 

tur yeré deeo , magnus _ And hence isir, chat fuch Princely jurifdiction, 

penar ae fuperiorities; and authority over Ecclefiafticall 

Caufes and perfons, is annexed co the Imperi- 

* 1 Elige 1. all Crown for ever by our Statute Lawess * -And 

ericson aria thacin the oath of Supremacie (w ) wenot one- 

1 Eliz. 1 ly acknowledge the King to bee the/upreame Go- 

. vernour in all Ecclefafticall things.or Caufes , but 

are {worne, That to our power we fall affift and de- 

fend all Iurifdittions,.Priviledges, Preheminences, 

and Authorities united andaunexed to the Impe- 


riall Crowne. = 


ae Mylar es carta ery. 
Ar ‘ oe at Te Mi: ‘ ! 
In this Scala Regia, this Gradation 


of Royall 
Monarchy, 
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Monarchy, we can finde nothing incongruous to 
the faith or liberty ofa true Proteftane. But wee r 
fee our’ felves bound by Oath to acknowledge 
and fupport that Regall Goverament our Sra- 
tutes have eftablifh’d, our Lawes approved : Hi- 
ftorie reprefents moft happy, policy recommends 

as fafeft , ro which all proteftant Churches con- 
feffe due allegeance: All Primitive times yielded 
full obedience, To whofe Throne Chrift himfelfe 
yields Tribute, To whofe power he commands 
fubmiffion and reverence; To whofe jurifdicti- 

on is committed the defignation of Bifhops and 
Judges, whofe-perfons God will have facred, 
whofe Actions unqueftionable , whofe fucceflion 
he himfelfe determines, whofe Kingdomes hee 
difpofes, and whofe Election is the All-Makers 
fole prerogative. l 

Now whether thefe Crownes and Scepters 

fhallbeheld Fure Divinoornot, I take not on 
me ro detérmine: but I may- be bold to deliver * Moulins Buckler: of 
‘Da-Moulins owne words, (x) Whofoever buil- Pargi [gee 
deth the authority of Kings upon mensinftitutions, 
and not upon the Ordinance of God, cutteth off 
three parts oftheir authoritie, and bereaveth thems 

of that which affureth their Lives and their Crowns 
‘more than the. guards of their bodies, or puif- 

ant armie, which put terrourinto fubjects hearts, 
inftead of framing thers to obedience: Then the fi- 

delity of fubjects will be firme and{ure,when it (ball 
be incorporated into piety, andefteemed to be apart 

of Religion, and of the fervice which men owe to 

God. G “Um > 


a Epphef, 4. 
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SEC i 10. _ 
Presbyterie inconfiftcrt with Monarchy. 


N the government of the Stare as now. it 
ftands , there being then fo much Harmonie, 

( though it may fometimes bee out of ‘Tune ) 
Let us examine this new found Difcipline, how 
confiftent with a Proteftant Monarchy, leaft by 
admitting it ex improvifo , we may fhoulder Re- 
gem ex folio, © Religionem ex folo, A King 
out of his Throne, and es cut of the ‘ 
Land. 

"Tis a faire fpecies Of piety, tocty out for Re- 
formaticn,and too many(I feare)for this fhadow 
are ready tolet goe the fubftance : Never was 
Gods Church fo pure, but thee had her {pots 5 it 
will be perfet charitie to wipe them out, buci it 
argues none to make them greater: In tead of 
Reforming, fome fo deface , deforme her, that 
one would fčarce thinke there were Chriftians:i ia 
it; when for the moft part the greatelt flanderer 
proves the greareft Hypocrite. - 

Ifthe Intention were wxitie g the way topre- 
ferveit, is by meeknefle of fpirit in theband of 
peace: but thot thar expect any from.fome of 
thefè Dilciplinarians delude themfelvess: If wee 

may 


hd 
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may believe their owne writings (however wee 
may hope Reformation migtic qualitie chem ) we 
fhal dinde they have no fuch debgue.: 

Sute tellus plainly the Bpikopall Govern- 
 rpenemaltnoz be woderated, ner refjerved but pres 
Jenti andwholly taken away, The Bifhops muft 
be uiterly extirpatedno lefe than the Romans res- 
ted out toe very name of Laorquins, far the tyranny 
they badexercifed. A windio fanne or cleanfe will 
not ferve the turne., bur it muse bee afull nightie 
wind, to root upand carry away ise very foundali- 
on of their being. lcisnot lopping, sor pruning, 
nor foaving, nor paring the nailes of this evel that 
will ferve turne, unleffe yee pluck up thefe frumps of 
Dagon by the very roots their nayles will. grow ran- 
ker than ever they did. Except this firange fire be 
removed, the Lord mufi make the confuncing fire of 
his wrath breake out wponus. If it live,the Con- 
mon-wealth muft dyee Nay, fome ofthem goe fo 
farre, asto profefle, The Church. Miniftcrie and 
worfbip in England, sre all Aatichriftian, * from 
which all Gods people arein duiie and confcience 
bound to feparate themfelves zby thefe obloquies, fèe- 
king (as they. confefle) to ftirre wp a holy hatred 
ofthe Prelates, * even to defi their Brains again{t 
the ftones.|. By, fachsclamours cherifning i the 
vulgar a'difcontented Humour (which is the 
common fource of Schifnie.and-Herefie ) there- 
bythe better to, broach their new, invented, Dif- 
cipline, builenpon no other Bafs but the peoples 
diflike of Poperie: as If the ducly rule to draw 
ee: f G 2 ~ out 


» 


z 
ry 


Anfw. to Lond. 
cn. for. 32, 
ifthe Huerarehy be nee 
removed, our defolari- 
ons are hike to be thea- 
ftonifhment of all Na- 
thas, 

Syons plea. fol g. 150. 
Chrft an his Throne. 


petitia 


fol 47. 


Jer. 4 oni, ya 
Syons plea, 196. 
Syens plea. 185, 


187, 


* 8. Propofitions prin- 
ted by an unbinowng 
Auther. y 
Protelt, againft the Hie- 
rarchy, as on Antichri- 
Rasn Tyranny. 

Lord Buheps go Bi- 
fhops, 26 

* Syons plea, 196. 


& Epittle to the Reader 


* That ze a moft 


pure which 


ath leaft 


conformity with Rome. 
Chrift on his chrone.z 3+ 
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out the line of our Religion by, were to take the 

direct oppofite in all things to that of the Church 

of Rome, * when we know that fach as travell 

abfolutely Eaft and Weft from one another, if 
they live to it, fhall meet in the fame line they: 
parted, whereas parallells continued to any ex- 
cent doe never interfare. 

The firft quarrels of the greateft breachesin the 


` Church have for the moft part bin in points of dif» 


Jefuits Declarar. motu- 


um, Cap.20, 
Pe 3426 


Quodlibers, 


cipline: And for all the noife, fome of thefè men 
make of difflention & enmity in rites and ceremo- 
nies, which are but fhadows ; we fhall find that in 
the moft effentiall parts of Difcipline, which con- 
cerne the {way of Church and State, the fubjecti- 
on of Prince and people to the tyranny of their 
Difcipline, they doe nor onely fhake hands again 
with Poperie, but with the ftricteft of them, 
( the Jefuites ) clearely fever themfelves from the 
Tenets of the Proteftane Church ; both fides 
laying this forafundamentall, both agree for 
the utter abrogation of all Epifcopall jurifdi- 
tion: Contrary corhe 36. Article of our Re. 
ligion. 
The Church fo fubdued, fee how they fway the | 
Civil! State, wherein it willbee obferved whe- - 
ther the Luke-warme Proreftant (as they call us) 


` or fuchzealous feparatifts be likeft ro give fire to 
that Popifh powder, which would blow up iz 


rarchie. - 


fumum all Kingly Supremacy, or Magifteri- 
all Superioritie. over the Independent Hie- 


Gods 
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God fayes, Thon fhalt make him King whom 1 
fall chufe, and this rule we admit for Law. Some 
` that pretend to be presbyrerians, tell us,(x«) Kings, 


Princes, and Governours have.their anthoritie of 


the people, and upon occafion they may take it away 
againe, as men may revoke their Proxies and Lets 
ters of Atturney. The Jefuites come not much 
fhort of this for fay they, Ix the kingdome of men 
the power of the King is from the people, becanfe 
the people makes the King. To a bad prince God 
hath faid, Iwil rend the kingdome from thee, and 
every true proteftant expects the performance, 
not taking the ftaffe our of Gods hands, who 
fayes, (y) To mee belongeth vengeance, and I will 
repays: j 

~ Oneof thefe fayes, Evill Princes ought to bee. 
depofed, and inferiour Magifirates ought chiefly to 
doeit. With this Bellarmine agrees, * Such by the 
confent of all may; nay ought to be deprived, and if 
this was not done in old time, it. was for want of 
ftrength to doeit. . l i 2 ' 

“~ Salomon fayes, Whe fhall fay unto aKing, What 
doeft thou? Goodman tels us, Judges onght to furn- 
-mon Princes before them for their crimes, and to 
‘proceed againft them as all other offenders. Herel 
‘find they have outgone the Jefuit; David thought 
no: man could ftretch forth his hand-againft the 
‘Lords anoynted: and be guileleffe. Yer this Dif- 
‘ciplinarian fayes, When Magiftrates ceafe to doe 
‘their duties, God giveth the {word into the peoples 
bands. Nay). private; man having fome special 
m G 3 inward 


x Gilby, lib.de Obedi- 
entia, piz.25.@ 105. 
Populo jus eff ut imperium 
cui velit deferat, 
Buchan. de jure Regni, 
ag.61. an 
in regnis bominum pote- 
fias regis eff à popul, 
quia populus facit Regem. 
Bekarm, de Concil, l.b. 2. 
CDI Ge 


y Deureron,3 2,35. 
Romans 12,19, 


Goodman, pag. 144s145° 
*  Bellarmin. lib. 3. de 
Pont. cap. 7. Talis con- 


[enf omsium poteft imè 
debet privari fuo dominic. 


Obedience, pag 111. 
Bancroft, 36. 


Goodman, pag.185. 


Obedience, pag.110. 


z Tyrannicè gubernans, 
juftè acquifito Domino 
non poteft fpoliari fine. 
publico judicio, Emt: 
nuel Sa. T 

a SiPap4 Reger depos 
nit, ab illis tantum pote- 
rit expelli, vel interfici, 
quibus ipfe td comm ferit, 
Suarez lib 6. cont. Iacob. 
Regem, cap.4. 

bt Peter 2.13. 


c T.C.lib.1. pag.3. 


d Chr fFus Ecclefiamre- 
gendam Petro c Epifco: 
pis, commifit non Tiberto 
& ejus Prefettis. Bellan 
de Laicis, cap.7. 

Annot, ong Per2.13- 
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inward motion may killa Tyrant. Tn this the Je- 
fuite is too flow paced too, hee thinks fit to give 
him a publike triall firft; (z) Marry fentence gis 
ven, then any man uray be the executioner, ` » 

. Suarez is more moderate, (a) if, faith hee; the 
Pope depofeth a King, hee mey notbe driven away, 
nor killed, but by thofe to whom the Pope fhall give 
order to doe it, Wi | 

The Apoftle bids us, (b) Submit to the King 
as fupreme, and to this the proteftane {wearesal- 
legeance. Deeg vem re akan, (let 

They fay, (c) The eftablifhing of the, Presbyterie 
is the full placing of Chrift in his kingdome ; that 
Kings and Princes muft be fubject to fome parochiall 
Presbyter > with whom concurs Bellarmine, (d) 
Chrift ayes hee) committed his Church to bee igo- 
verned by Peter and his Bifhops,not by Tiberius and 
his officers. Andinthe Annotations on the Rhe- 
milh Teftament, Kings and Princes muft befubjed 
unto fome Bifbop... farsa’ n i, 

Chrift commands us obedience, to pay tribute 
to Cefar: The’ancient Fathers direct asto beare 
with prayer and patience the perfécutions of bad 


` Princes: Nay, the very Heathens found huma- 


Tacitus Annals, 12. 


nitie (where Divinitie was wanting): to qualifie - 
this Barbarifthe: Tacitus advifes; To beare with 
the riots and ‘covétoufneffe of Kings, asi with: bar-a 
renneffe and other infirmities of nature; for whiles 
there are men there will bee vices, but they cannot 
continue long, and will be recompenced whew better 
come. And heleaves us this his:golden fentencé, 
LOR CF Men 
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Men are to reverence things pafi, and [wbmit to 
what is prefent and fhould wifh for good princes; but 
whatfoever they are, endure theme. nn 
» Butfome of thefe pious Presbyterians will nei- 
ther be guided by precept nor prefident, They 
hold it #ot enough for fubjed snot to obey, but they 
must withftand wicked Princes, (e) They mufi take 
up armes againft them, (f) They ay kill thene, as 
monftersand cryellibeafts (g): Andif neithrthe 
Magiftrates nor the people:doe their office, in. depo- 
fing or killing of them, then the Minifter. muft ex- 
‘communicate fuch a King, (h)and any Ainifter 
way doett againft the greateft prince. > 
© Nay, i£ he bea juft and gracious Prince towards 
hispeople, yer hee. mult learne cbedience ro the 
presbyters, otherwife {ayes Barrow, * A: Prince 
contemning the cenjures of the Church, is tobe dif- 
franchized out of the Church, and delivered unto 
Satan. 

_ Here the univerfall Shepherd welcomes his 
brethren.to the Romith fold , whofe principle 
it is, (4) That being Paftour hee may fhut up and 
deftroy furious Rams, thatis, Kings which are not 
obedient iovbim. And the Jefuite tels us, chat 
(k) An excommunicate perfon can exercife no af 
of juri{diGion. ; And then iayes Tollet,.(1).¥ce doe 
not hold them for homicides, who being tran{ported 

with zeale of the holy Church aguinft the excommu- 
nicate,fhall chanceto kil oneof them. . —— 

|. Here lee-the loyal! heartgdeProreftane ftand at 
gazea while, and conlider whateffects the power 


of 


e Goodman, pag 43, 
57> 72e 

f Englands complaint 
againít tke Canons, 

g Goodman, 99. 
Buchanan,de jure Regnis 


h Krox Hiftor fol 78. 
Obedience, fol. 116. 
Gocdman, 3 95+ n 

T. C. Part, 2. Reply 65. 


* Barrowes Difcourle, 
pag.a16, 


i Bellarmin. in Barkl. `- 
cap.21. 
Moulins Buckler,fo. 547. 


k Toller Ub.1. de Tnffi- 
tutione Sacerdotalt,c.1 3. 
l Tollct. lib. gs de In- 
firud. Sacerdotali, ¢.58, 
Vrbanus (ecundus. 


Plalme 61. 6. 
Pfalme 21. 7.. 


Verfe 8, 
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of the keyes being thus diftributed,may produce, 
‘when his King, ‘his Soveraigne, to whom hee 
owes religious dutie, legall obedience , and to 
whom he is ( perhaps) ‘bound by oath, fhall by the 
breath of every Schifmatike paftour of a parifh 
beblowne into hell, and he muft then abandon all 
reliefe or communication with tb to a he 
isbound byallegeance. ` 

To the poyfon of fuch devillifh doðrins;ler the 
earés of all good Chriftians bedeafe; from the 
infection God turne their hearts’, and with the 
Pfalmift let al true proreftants pray to the King of 
Kings, That bee will prolong the Kings life andbis 
Jeaves as many generations. For the King trufteth 
‘in the Lord, and that through the mercie of the Moft 
High he may not be moved. But that his band may 
find out all his enemiesand his right hand — that 


hate him. ` 


Da 


SESTSIGIVGVG: 55005 sy 


SECT. r. 
Presbjrerie nconfi oor ses civil Magiftrace. 


Vt may bee’ thee’ ‘King: .Gurbers will bee 
themfelves conformable to the CivillsMagi- 

~ ftrate, andto keep'the power of Kings with- 
ina tether is no hurr: Though the lightof Na- 
“ture encline all creatures, the experience of all 
Nations inftruct all people to feekea head =: wae 
cay, 
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body, in which they contraé themfelves by con- 
ferring power to that head, ro conférve thofe 2 
rules of government or order they prefcribe for. 
their more fecuritie, as well as Lawes ro regulate 
the exorbirancies of unbounded Nature, which 
Semper nititur in vitinum: Yer all power that 
growes too great, growes fufpeé and dangerous. 
_And this perhaps may be doubted eaiily ro dege- 
nerate from fecuriti¢into Tyranny: And there- 
fore one prefcribes us a remedy, and tels us, (vz) m Knox, Hiltspag.3433 
~ That God hath appointed the Nobilitieto bridle the 
_ inordinate appetites of princes, andin fo doing they 
. cannot be accufed as reffters of anthoritie. And 
fome of them tell chefe great officers, whence this 4m”, pag.3 4. 
‘fuperintendent power is derived to them: her- —_ ~ 
_ of (ayes one of them) came this divifion of perfo~ Lid. de obedient. pt tas 
. nages, feeing all men came of one man and ene wo- 
„man? was it for their luftie hawking, hunting, di- 
wing, carding; dancing, [wearing, ficering, flatte- 
‘ring, for their cruell polling and pilling ? No, there l 
‘wasnofuch thing, they have their honour of the Libs deobedient.p.roys 
people, to revenge the injuries of their Governours. 
And though fuch advance this power in the 
“Nobilitie, above the thrones of princes, yet they 
‘think fit toput them in mind,they have a fuperi- 
ourpower above them too, by charging the Noe Knox, pag.272: 
“bilitie npon paine of excommunication to. joyne 
with thems where they fee caule to -refift their 
~ prince. : 
But thefé degrees of government in Kings or 
Nobles, are held perchance but theill effects of 
H de: too 


Iudges 18. 7. 


Titus 3. 1. 


# Peccatum eff mortale 
violare edita magiftra~ 
tus. Melanéth. in 13.ad 
Romanos. 


o Goodman, pag Iga.. 


Barrow, Refut pag 169. 


k Goodmaz, p. 77 196. 
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too much power, encroachments upon the liber- 
ties of free-borne men ; therefore they who have 
this power of the keyes Jure divino, ought, nor 
to bee.fubordinate to any Powe that is of. hu i 
maninftitution. | 

Yet knowing that God whois the Gad of : or- 
der, and not of confufion, hath ever appointed 
Magiftrates torule the people, fhewing the incon- 
venience of want of government in the men of 
Laifh, who {ayes the Prophet) dwelt careleffe after 
the manner of the Zidonians, where there was np 
Magiftratei in the land that might put them to fbame 
in any thing : who became a prey tothe Tribe.of 
Dan. Andthe Apoftles precept. being, peremp- 
torie, To obey Magiftrates +, :They-will perhaps 
give due obedience to the Ciyill Magiftrate. Me- 
lancthon tels us, (#) It is. a mortall fi fe n to violate 
the edicts of the Magifirate.’ o. 

‘But fome of thefe Difciplinarians pofiti tions ate, 
chat (0) Subjects doe promife obedience , that the 
Magiftrate might help them, whichif hee doe net, 
they are difcharged fe obedience: And that without 
‘the Prince, the people pay reformeand, muft not tar- 
riefor-the Magiftrate.. ‘But where theit owne fpi- 
ritsguide thems they may become Judges and Ex- 
ecutioners themfelves, laying it for a principle, 
Cp) That if the Magiftrates fhall refuje to put Maffe- 
mongers to death the people (in feeing it performed) 
doe fhew that zeale of God which was commended in 
Phinees, defiroying the adulterers, andin the Ifrat- 
lites againft the Benjamites. l Haji 

But 
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- Batin this they have the excufe of zeale*in of- 
fence and indignation at finnes againft Gcd, 
andnegligence in Magiftrates. In which cafe, 
fomehold, that (4) wot Kings and Magiftrates 
_onely ought to punifh crimes againft God , ‘but the 
whole body of the people, andevery member of the 
fame to his abilitie muft revenge the injurie done 
to God. ` 
The French Reformed Church(r) knew none 
ofthisDoctrine ; who in the thirty ninth Arti- 
cle of their Faith, declare plainly , That they be- 
leeve that God will have the world governed by 
Lawes and Policies, that there may be [ome reftraint 
of the difordered defires of the world: And as be 
hath eftablifhed Kingdomes and Common-wealths, 
whether hereditary or otherwife, andall that be- 
longeth tothe State of Fuftice, and will be knowne 
‘to be Author thereof , fohath he put the [word into 
the Magiftrateshands, to repreffe fins committed 


| ‘not onely againft the [econd Table of the Comman- 


“‘dements of God, but alfo againft the firft. Though 
Tfay , their zealein revenging injuries done to 
‘the Majeftie of God tranfport them to fhare in 
the execution of Inftice ; Yet may be they will 
fubmit to the Civill Magiftrate in the govern- 
‘ment of the'Church, and ordination of Rites 
‘and Ceremonies, in which by the twentieth, and 


q Knox Appeal. fol. 3>- 
Goodman. pag. 185. 


r Moulins Buckler of 
Faith. f. 535. 39-Art, 


+ 


‘thirty feventh Articles ofour Religion, (/)the / Rogers Articles.f.213; 


power is committed to thofe, to whom God hath gi- 
ven the {uperiority, ta which Dodrine all prore- 
{tant Churches fubfcribe as A poftolicall, and Or- 
‘thodoxall.” /) H 2 But 


Helvetian. Payill. Bobe- 
mian. Belgique. Augu- 
flan, Saxon. Suevian. 
Confefions: 
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Bur when wee examine how they conforme, 
we fhall finde thar in direct oppofition trous “and 
other Reformed Churches : Some of them. fay, 

è Pho. Cartwright. 1. that Civil: Magiftrates have no power to ordaine 


Reply, p. 153. Ceremonies pertaining. tothe Cites dH deings no 
à P 


a Rebat P A Church Officersat al 

Viretus Dialogue - One of them holds , That. ne any: Mace 

white Devills. aire the Title of authority and pewer that God 
hath. given them , will make the Minifters of the 
Church fubjed to thems sthey doe verily fet up anew 
Pope, changing onely his Coat and Mafque. Indeed 
they will nocallow the Magiftrate robe pope, „but 
fuch will bee popes themfelves,and allow him no 
more power than the pope did. Says Cartwright, 


b T.C, 26 157. 161. (b) The Prince may calla Conucell | of the Minifterie, ` 


and appoynt time and place., The very. fame fayes 
c Saunders. lib. 2. ¢.3; Saunders, (ç) the papih, might the Emperours 


d Cartwr.2.2 ps6, doeotold. (d) The Decrees made there may not 
Parie a e ` be faidto be done by the Princes Authority: here- - 
ed Impertroria, hue fore the Canons of the Councells were called theBi- - 


called imperatoria, but’ 


Epifcopalia, . hops, nat the Emperours. The fame fayes, Har- 
ding, the Empercursdid not under-write defini- 


entes fub(eripfi musas the Bifhops did,but Coxfen- - 
e T.C uRip t61 s, tientes.(e Cartwright allows Princes to be prefent : 


Saundede Monarchs bi e iy Counfells to fupprefSe tumults. The fame does 


Ce Ze Harding allow them ad pacem © concordiam reti- 


nendam, ut.nullune fieri tumultum permittant. 
Nay.,. the Magiftrate is beholding to Mr. Cart- 
F f Ge zaiz. pi pe wright, (f) toallow that hee may be an.affi iftant, 
and havehis voyce in their meetings, and gives 


Badag. pag. 2176314! this reafon for it, That oftentimes a fimple mgn, and — 


(as 


a 
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(asthe proverb. faith } the Gardner hath {poken 
to good purples Mr. Harding yet allowes- more 
tothe popilh Magiftrares: HefayesAmbafladors =” 
‘of States have honourable feats‘in all Councells, 
May fitas affitancs , may. give their advices, may 
“exhort the Bifhops, and fubfcribe with them. But - 
Cartwright will allow them no power there ; 
neytber to bee Moderator , ‘Determiner | nor > 
Tudge. r 
Nay, they not onely have no power , but they y 
muft hee fubordinate to their Presbyters s Magi- : 
firates (u) aswel as other men muft fubsrit them- ` u Ecclefiatticall Dif 
selves and be obedient to the juft and lawful Autho- as Paes 
ritieof the Church, that.is, the Presbyterie : ‘And oF Dieipl: pag. 890. 
Travers’ (w) fpeaking ¢ of the power of the Lay » Travers. pag 142; ` 
Elders Ryes, dt # Juft: that. Kings and !Magiftrates 
mast obey thera 
_. Neither is this AREN changeable b : 
‘the will or power of the Magiftrate, but’ tis held, z ere artin juniors” 
that of neceffity ( x) all Chriftian Magiftrates are ee Fa 
“bound for to receéve this government : Which 
Aayes Snecanys : IFany Magiftrate binder, let hine 
be freely. admonifhed of his duty; if he doe not then l 
Jubmit, let-him be more exally inflruded. that hee w 
may ferve-God in feare. (y) Marry if this:way 9 Berint fol: 1347 
there happen no good fucceffe, then let the Minifers 
of .the.Church execute their office without lingring | on, 
and ftaying fo long for a Parliamente 4 sia ae ce a 
Which compulfive power in the ‘Church Ecclefia non folum pres 
holds methinks fome analogy withthat of the Pok Aa 
Tefuites Ta‘) whofe opinion is ,. The Church not A ee -s 
onely 


b Poteka Ecchfie des te 


um mindatum babet, 

Non irrumpat in alien 
officium, non transferat 
regia ma: ıdi, Non abro- 
get ieges Magiffratuum, 
non tollat legitimam bbe- 
dientiam , non impediat 
Zudjcia de. ullis civ libus 
ordinationibus rara iidr coğ- 
tractibus, non preferiva 
leges aa TA se ei 
Jorma Reipublicæ, ég Ce 
duguftan. Confefsio®. 
L i fidei fol. 46- 

a Counterp. pe 12. 

b Bexa prefat.ad libr, 
de excom, verius fuit 
Synagoge fublegesto cs 

¢ T.C.1. 24 oni 
Bega deexcom, 104. 


a Cartwr,!.2 piz4o. 
e ; Bez. de Presbyto124. 


Jf Cartwr. |. + ee 4196 


£ 
Civiles quote lites an- 

tequam (Ç brifliani effent 
Magifiratis ex, Apoffoli- 
ca Duttrina componchan= 
tur. 
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onely Hae Pon and direts, but refiraines and dif- 


pomesby vertue of her Guberiative power. Which 
pofitions are a language unknown amongft I Pro- 
teftants, 


Se Tomes 


“Me lanthon tels a b)T he Church hath ber owne 
Rules, andintrudes not into anothers office,’ di lifpa- 


fès no Crownes, “abrogates not the Lawes of Mag?- 
firates, ‘extingnifies not lawfull obedience.ftops nat 


judgement in Civill canfes s nor , breleraees Lawes 
to Magifirates. yt 

- Bur chefe will derive us another ‘authoritie 4 d- 
bove the, Magiftrare.’ They téll us. (a) Chrift hath 
tranflal ed the Tewes  Sanedrin' into his Church. 
Tha¢'there is nvreafon büt. the fame Authoritie 
the Synagoge h. ad under the Law fhould continne in 
‘the Church under the G ofpell. (6) That under the 
Law judgements betweene. blond anit blond, be- 
tmecen plea and plea (c). “did. belong to the. Priefts, 
‘and chat it was death for any mantoreftinhis 
determination. ‘To deduce this judicial power 
“to thenifelves they’ cell us, Chrift as'a King (not 
as a Prifti or Propter) preferibed the’ forme of Er- 
"clefeapticall g governsent.(d) Aud that “ebeby Elder- 


‘pip’ 5 thè Tribunall feat of Göd: Cey. “Thar every 


well-ordered parih having a ii Elderfhip is of 


ee autboritie. ae 
he 7 
pre ,- we{ted in Chrifts Throne Claiming, judicial] pow- 


So here we fee every parochial Présbjtirie in- 


er immediately frem Chrift,. “whereby as is fet 
forth inthe Geneva (g) Ditcipline ; “Civil con- 
tentions were compounded by the Elderfbips before 

there 
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ifere were any Chriftian Magiftrates. But how 
have they now loft that judiciall-power 2"No, 
fayes Cartwright, Ch) the ‘fame Authoritie whieh b “ena h ? 17%: 
the Church hail before there was ‘a se ape Magi- anini Dee 
firate, doth ftillcantinne: = ` emi 
And another would be glad to learn boi. this 
authority was tranflated from the Church unto the. >. 
Civil] Magiftrate (7) For. faies Travers; Hea- i Ditcourleot Difeips 
then Princes being become Chriftian’ , doe receive P*3¥19+ 
no farther increafe of their authority than they 
had when they were Pagans, Iffo, certainly in 
their efteeme all Civill Magiftracie is buta meere ` 
ai ee upon. the ee of th ws gee 
derthip.... a © 


Pre Che y 


an 
Ld f 


pe agint Lawes. 


alt 


aos Magiftrates,are all men fab- 
ject to fins and infirmities, and no reafon the 
blind fhduldlead them who have the light ‘Of Chrift on his Throne. 
“truth ; “being inwardly called and gifted (as they fo 67- 
“fay ) for the work‘of the Minifterie;-yer furely the 
Lawisa perfect guidsto which all men muft give 
-abfolute obedience „whichis énjoyned bySt. Panl: 
“Submit yourfelves to every Ordinance of man, for 1 Pet, 2.13. 
“the Lords ‘fake. This precept was fo prevalent . 
. with the ancient ‘Fathers, that they conformed 
: ‘ to 


> 


P. Ambrofius im Epift. 
ud, Auguft, ad F.nuari- 
um, 


Cum Romam venio, jeju- 
zo Sabbato, cum fum Afe- 
diolano non jejuro, fic e- 
tiam tu ad quam forte 
Eicclefiaw .vencris eiis 
morem fèruvay-fi cuiquam 
710% vă effe /candalo, nec 
quenquam tibi. 
q Senfienim fepe dolens 
_ & gemens multas infir- 
, Morum perturbationes fie- 
. vb per quorundam fratıum 
. Gontentiofzm obftinatio- 
zem, C fuperftitiofim 
_ timiditatem, qut in rebus 
kujufmodi, que’ neque 
- Scripture authoritate,niee 
que univerfalis Eccclefie 
Tradstione > neque Vite 
corrigenda utilitate, ad 
ccrtum poffunt terminum 
pervenire , tantum quia 
Sube qualifcunque ra- 
ttocinatiocogitantis, aut 
quia in fua patria fic con. 
Juevitsaut quia ibi vivit, 
„ubi peregrinationem fu- 
am, qao remotiorem a file 
%, eo doltiorcm: fattam 
putat, tam litigiofas exe 
-Sttant queftiones, ut nifi 
quod iph faciunt nihil 
¿eum exifiment Sta 
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tothe cuftomes and rules of everie Church 
where they came. St.Assbrofe fates, (p) When 
“1 come to Rore Lfaft the Sabboth , at Millaine 
€ I faft not: fo alfo doe thou in what Church fo- 
<$ everthoucommeft, obferve their Cuftomes, 
“if chou wilt neither give fcandall to others, 
“nor have others; give «ffence.torhee. -And 
St. Auftin feemes much to be troubled at the re- 
fractorinefle of fuch fpirits as are not conform- 
able ro the government of the places they live in. 
“ (7) Ofcen(faies he)do Ithink with forrow and 
“‘eroanes what vaine perturbations arife from 
“fome weak brethren by their contentious ob- 
“ftinacie, and {uperftitious feares in fuch things, 
c which neitherby auchoritie of Scripture, nor 
Syniverfall tradition of the Church; nor necef- 
€ farie conformity of manners, can bee reduc’d 
“to any certaine terme, oncly,becaufe they find 
“various materof Argument, or becaufe it 
s was fo in fucha Countrey , or becaufe they are 


-Efo farre out of conceipt with their owne; -that 


€ they hold thofe things moft authentick, which 
e: differ moft from their prefent praGiifee. Here- 
“upon raifing, fomany litigious queftions, chat 
“they efteeme. nothing right but . their owne 
« fancies. a 

To fuch obftinate Opinionaters Matter: Cal- 


Auguft. in Epi, 18.04 vin ( whofe Difcipline they.would feeme to 


Januarium, 


imitate, though I feare they«will fearce follow 
his Doétrine ) leaves this principle: “Idelire 


.*fich may bee admonifhed, firft not to’ wed 


j i them- 
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- & chemfelves to their owne folly. Secondly, that ” Calvin. Fpifola ad 
“in fuch frowardneffe they hinder not the buil- p897 Be Pees 
«ding of the Church. Thirdly, that foolifh ios moritos  effe cupio 
“emulation rranfport themnot: for what caufe “Si Jua pees min 
ec havefuch, of brawling, but fname to yeild tO fia’ pervicaia ordi 
si their betters. (r) `. Æ drfictt curfain retar- 

Now how farre the Apoftles precept, the Fa- “R e 
thers prefident, cr theadvice of Mr. Calvin pre- que Hu rixandi caufini» 
vailes upon fome- of thefe, co fubmit to men or f quia pudet melorbus 
Lawes, or with what moderation they proceed ‘4 
toe(tablith their owne new Difcipline is obferve- 
able. “ow, LENER 

Pofito uno abfurdo fequuntur mille, isaRule in 
Schooles : and how.can they bee conformable, 
fubordinate to Law or Government, who lay . 
their Principles above all Lawes. They tellus, 
*(2)the Presbyter is the only band of peace. That 4 Pra&ice of Prelates, 
«e (bj the want of Elderthip is the caufe ofall e- P'E care.tb. 1. Epift. 
e yills, That this DilCipline (c) is no fmall ¢ tem, 11.6.6 48. 
ial of theGofpell, itis ofthe fubftance ofir, / 

«* That it is the Gofpell of the Kingdone of * 7x Exhortation. 
& i U er pag 35. 43. 

God. (d) That without this Difcipline,there 4 “Regifter. pag. 68. 
«can beeno true Religion. (e) ‘That ihey that e T- (art: lib. pag.220, 
« reject this Dilcipiine , refule co have .Chritt 127 tece to the Des 
Ph Ald ig ale Ci monftrat. 

reigne over them,and denie him in effect to bee 
€“ their King, or their. Lord. And thence con- 
clude,that ifany refufè to have the Lord lefus t - 
up as Lord, let him bee (f) Anathema Ma- f Chrik on his throne: 
ranatha. “Semmens oe n ful. 76. l 

Vpon thefé pillars advancing the Church aboye- 
theteach of all humane power, teliing us, chat 

l I every 


Tn the 8. unanfwe- 
rable propefitions prin- 
ted1641, ° 
Batons Pofitions. not.9. 
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every Vifible “Church (g) (which they fay is e- 
“very parifh ) isan independant bedie of it felf, 
“and hath power from Chrift her head, who 


_ “hath lefe perfect Lawes for the government 


b Rogers fal. 93. 


folir. 


@ Statute Anno r: 
Eliz. G4p03- 


ag Bf 


‘thereof, which are unalterable and unchange- 
“able, in all times, ages, and places by any the 
“ fons of men, 

Which pofitions ftand poynt blanck againtt : 
the Articles of our Religicn, againft the power 


‘of our Lawes. By the twentieth Article we pro- 


fefe pofitively, “(b) That the Church hath 
‘power to decree Rites or Ceremonies. 

By the 37. Article we declare, ‘That the Kings 
t Majefty hath chief power in his Dominions, & . 
$€ that itis a prerogative given to all godly prin- 
‘ces in holy Scriptures by God himfelfe, thatiss 
‘*thac they fhould rule all Eftares and Degrees 
‘‘ccommitted to their charge by God, whether 
“ they beEcclefiafticall or Temporall, and re- 
*ftraine with the Civill fword the ftubborne. 
“ andevilldoers. Hereupon we lay the founda- 
tion of chat Oath of fupremacy ratified by our 
Lawes. And-“fuch fuperiority (z) in che vi- 
“ fication of che Ecclefiafticall ftare, reformation, -. 
“Corder, and correction of the fame; and ofall 
«t manner of errours, herefies, Schiftnes, abufes,. 
“ offences, contempts, and enormities whatfo- 
& eyer, is by rheauthority of Parliament, united © 
“and annexed to the Imperiall Crowne of the 
“Realme. 

And our Laws reftrainthe Clergie from making 

any 
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any Confticutions, or Lawes without the Kings 
confenr:in oppefirion wherecffaies oneofthem, 
No civilM :giftrate hath fuch anthoritie as that w.th 
oui his confent it flouldnot be lawful for Ecclefia- 
fiica rerjons,tomake anyChurch order orCeremony. 

Wrich Rules if we thall make the couchftone 

_of fuca new Doctrines,we fhall finde chem upcn 
nearer tearmes of reconciliation with the pa- 
. pift chan tke proteftane. 

The papift fayes, (4) The Exeperor of the whole 
world,if he take upon him to prefcribe Lawes of Re- 
ligion to the Bifhops and Priefts, hefhall bedamned 
affuredly except he repent. The making of Ecclefia- 
ftical Conftitutions and Ceremonies belongeth unto 
the Minifiers of the Church, and Ecclefiafticall 
Governours , unio the Elders who are tocon{ult, 
admonilh, corred, andorder all things pertaining 
tothe Congregation. Nor want they fome falfe 
gloffes of Scripture to varnifh over this preten- 
ded lurifdiction above Lawes :but they plead o- 
bedience to the commands of difobedience, 
which they inferre from that of St. Pax! to the 
Galatians, (m) Stand faft in the libertie wherewith 
Chrift hath fet you free. Which though it bee 
plainly evident in the Text ir felfe that by this 
freedome, the Apoftle intended freedome from 

the Law of Circumcifion,in the next verfè faying, 
(1 Paul fay untoyou, (n) that if you bee circum- 
cifed, Chrift fhall profit you nothing, for everyman 
that is circumcifed is a debtor to the whole Law 5 
and that Chrift is become of no effec unto you who- 

I 2 fSoever 


Admonition to the 
Parliament, 2, 


Anfw. to the execut. 
of Iuftice. d. 3 p. 56, 


l T. C, Reply 1.p: 153. 
Admonition to the 
Parliament, 


m Galatians 5.1. 


n Galatians. 5.2. 
3) 
4) 
5. 


o Revel.giz4s. 


Nerfe 25, 


p Sions ple, 28 3,. 


q Supplication, p.s9. 


lbid. pag. z4. 
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foever of you are juftified by the Liw, yee are fallen 
from Grace. For we through the fpirit wait for the 
hope of righteonfneffe by faith.) 

Yet hence doe they ground their ftrong plea, 
for exemption fromall Authority, as if it were 
anevidence of their faith tofhake off the yoke of 
all Law. 

From fuch another placein the Revelations; 
by leaving outpare of the verfe; To you I fay, 
as many as bave not this Doctrine, (o) and which 
have not knowne the depths of Sathan) and ta- 
king onely the latter part : Z wil put upon you 
none other burthen , but that which you have alreas 
dy bald faft till I come. They doe extort a con- 
{truction fic to bee delivered in no other words, 
buc their owne, who fay this is, (p) A ojt 
pregnant place againft fubjecting of our felves to 
any power or religious practice, how {pecious and 
fpangled (with depth of devillih learning) foever 
åt be. 

Having thus pleaded priviledge over, fome 
crie out mainly againft Law ard authority, fayes 
one of them, Impicties is fuffered to beare 


fay againft the Muajeftie of God, (q) and 


that by Law and \Authoritie : And that fuch 
Lawes are retained in force, as juftle and o- 
verthrow the Royall prerogative of the Sonne of 
God. 

But perhaps this exclamation is onely againft 
fuch Lawes as fupport the prelates, che enemies of 
presbyterie. ; 


No, 
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No, they muft have no Lawes to limit them, 
(r) As great indignitie is offered unto Iefus Chrift a ae sbefore the 
(fayes one) in committing his Church to the go- Rive tlen 
Bancroft, fol.5§- 
wernnent of the Common Law, as can be by meane 
hirelings unto aKing, in committing his beloved 


Spoufe unto the dircétion of the Miftreffe of the 


Stewes, andenforcing her to live after the lawes of 


4Brothell-hoxfe. 
os he She PRAY Rhee Bhs 
Sees 7g a tied TY oe 


LOM arom 


The inordinate violence of the Presbyterians. 


Rom thefe principles doe fuch lawleffe Difci- 
plinarians profecute their defigne with fuch 
fpiric, that nor King, Nobles, Magiftrates, 
Lawes, nor any thing muft ftand in their way, | 
(f) Aut hoc, aut nibil, is their Enfigne. Theywho S Sions plea, fol.3 40. 
hinder difcipline(fay they bring the State at length 
toan extremely defperate point: None but enemies Fol.2 44+ 
to Chrift, are enemies to this government. 
And as againft enemies they proceed indeed, | 
Ct) Strike neither at great nor fmall, but at thefes £ Sions plea, fol.2qo, 
troublers of Ifrael frite that Hazaelin the fifth riby 
yea, if father or mother ftundin the way, away with 
them, downe with the colours of the Dragon: ade _—Fol.200, £ 
vance the ftandard of Chrift. 
Not the white flag of truce, but the red flag of 
E3 deftruction, 
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‘deftru@tion , whofe embleme was never by any 
Father (till now) writ in fuch blcudy characters. 


a ~The tide page to (#) Thofe mine enemies which would not that I 


Sions plea And Chri 
on his Throne. 


w Revel.5.6. 


Verfe 8. 
Verle ge 


Verfe rt. 


Verfe 12, 


x Kevel.7.9. 


Verfe 14, 


fhould reigne over them, bring hither and flay them 
before me. 

This, till advanced by the new Standard-bea- 
bearer, was never writ in the banner of that 
Lamb of peace; thefe were noné of thofe tro- 
phies I read of in the glorious throne in the Re- 
velation. When (w) in the middeft of the throne, 
and of the foure Beafts, andin the middeft of the 
Elders ftooda Lamb as it had beene flaine (not likea 
deltroyer) To whow the foure Beafts, and foure and 
twentie Elders fell downe before the Lamb: And 
fung a new fong faying, Thou art worthy to take the 
booke, and to open thefeales thereof, for thou waft 
flaine, and haft redeemed ws to Ged by thy bloud, Xt 
was to this Sacrifice, not Sacrificer; That the ma- 
ny Angels about the Throne, and the Beafts and the 
Elders, to the number of ten thoufand times ten 
thoufand, and thoufands of thoufands cryed witha 
lowd voyce, Worthy is the Lamb that was flaine. 

Nor were any of that fcarlet liverie in-his reti- 
nue, (x) For loe agreat multitude, which no nan 
couldnumber, of all nations, and kinreds, andpeo- 
ple, and tongues ftood before the Throne, and before 
the Lamb cloathed with white robes and palmes in 
their hands, which came out of great tribulation, 
and had wafhed their robes, and made them white ix 
the bloud of the Lamb. 

But fuch as thefe chink theirdye is nordeepe 

enough, 


oe 
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enough, they mult yet firike the Bafilike veine, 
(7) Nothing but this fay they, will cure the plen- y Sions plea, 262. 
rifte of our State. By which, what fountaine of ae ae ee 
bloud they meane, is fitter for che expoficion Of a he thould be rooted our, 
Jefuite, (z)than the enquiry of a Proteftant, and conclude hisrace, if 
Onely the torrent of fuch fpitits is obfervable (if Bancroft, fol ca | 
not formidable) whocheck atno power, 2 Carolus Scriban. €r- 
Well may the all-reaching arme of a Parlia- yg bees f bess 
> thol, quod fetta 
ment afit, but (they hold) ic cannot ftay their ‘on fuerit vena bafilica: 
courfe. * If the Hierarchy be not removed, and the ‘4 efsquod percitum fuit 
Scepter of Chrifts kingdome, namely his owne dif- Pooh re & princi» 
cipline be advanced, there can be no healing of the * Sions plea, 155. 
fore. The Parliament may remove all flate grievan- 
ces, in repairing wrongs, cenfuring mifdemeanounrs, 
exc. AU which are to be done but the former is not Sions plea, 156, 
to be left undone. As God hath not bleft any Parlia- 
mentary endevours, becanfè (as we take it fay they) 
they went-not this way to work, fo it is likely he will 
not be with you now, if you go not this way to work. : 

Some were a little freer languag’d againft the Bf 
Parliament, (4) 29.Eliz. That if they did not ab- on eE T 
rogate the government of Bifhops, they fhould be- : 
tray God, the truth, and betray the whole kingdonte. 

But this is bur gentle admenicion ; if faire 
words will prevaile, ic is well; if nor, they will 
doeitperforce. Though the Parliament be for Bi- $ aniy KE 4 aa 

shops Cfayes one of them ) yet all the godly.and reli- a eae 
gious willbe againft them. Anditis now become 

the language of the pulpit, that ¿f the Parliament 

will not releeve them, (¢)yet they hall ftick faft to- ¢ Eatonin his Sermon 
gether, to maintaine their canfe, which is Chrifts = CEs". 


cause. 


d Bancroft, fo!.169 


e Kuox to the Commu- 
aaltic, fol.49559. 


f Eatons pefitions an- 
nexed, 9, 


A Prieft ftirred up re- 


bellion in King Richard 


the feconds rime. with 
this argument. 


Genefis.3. 19. 
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canfe. Herein f lowing thecounfll of their Pre- 
deceff urs, (d) That ifthe brethren cannot obtzine 
their wils by fart, nor aifpute, the multitude and 
people muft work the feat. Thus built upon the 
authoritie of one of their ancient Ring-leaders, 
who tels them, (e) Reformation of Religion be- 


` dongs to the Commmnaltie. (The which carrying 


fome Spec7es of libertie mit) they féeke to con- 
firme that popular ambition, by cherifhing in 
theman opinion of aright in the power of the 
keyes, as belonging (f) either to the Paftour, 
nor Governours, but to the whole Congregation, 
and to everie particular member thereof, and Chrift 
having committed them to everie one, would of eve- 
rie onedemandan accompt. 

A dangerous doctrine, if once:grounded in 
vulgar apprehentions. Thefe pofleft with an opi- 
nion of an equall intereft in the power of the 
keyes of the Church (which they know how to 
manage) will much more plaufibly embrace the 
fuggeltions of a paritie inthe fway of the Srare, 
asbecter futing with their capacities: It will bee 
fomewhat difficult to poffeffe the common peo- 
ple,thac we are all fprung from the Tribe of Levis 
But the cld feditious argument willbe obvious to 
them, That wee are all the fons of Adam, borne 
free, fome of them fay, the Gofpell hath made. 
themfree. And Law once fubverted, it willap- 
peare good equitie to fach Chancellours, to fhare 
theearth equally. They will plead Scripture for 
it, that wee fhouldall (g) live by thefweat of our 


- browes. 


A Survey of Presbytery. 
browes. They will tell uschat in Ægypt we were 
all fellow Brick-makers: And itis no noveltiein 
the {tories of this State, That fuch Artificers have 
levelled che palaces of Nobles, and {quared out 


the dimenfions of the Gentrie and Law-Givers, . 


according to the rule of their reafon. 

The emptie name of libertic, blowne into val- 
gar eares, hath over-turned many Srates: how 
much more prevalent and dangerous multitbee, 
when enforced asa religious dutie to difobey au- 
thoritie. | 

We know Saint Pauls preceptis, (h) Let everie 

Saute be fubjed to thehigher powers, they that refift 
receive damnation. And certainly fincehis time, 
never any age tillnow brought forth fuch defpe- 
rate Anti-Apoftles (as I may not improperly call 
them) in abfolute oppofition to the rule of the 
Apoltle, (i) To conjure men in their pulpits, as 
they will anfwer it at the dreadfull day of judge- 
ment, not to fubmit to any authoritie whatfoever. 
And in defiance and contempt of our Lawes (fill 
in force) which exact the deprivation of everie 
Ecclefiaftique, (k) the.confi{Cation of the gocds 
and chattels, and imprifonment, durin glife of 
every Laick, that {hall wilfully deprave the Litur- 

ieeftablifhed by Law ; in their perition to ftile 
it, (1) The Englifh refined Maffe-booke of Common 
Prayer. In their pulpits to preach it (#2) fin; to be 
prefent at reading of a prayer oxt of a booke by Mi- 
nifter or any other. In print to publith, thar itis 
abfolutely(x) Sinful and unlawful tobear any Mini- 
) K fier preach 


b Romaans 13 12. 


i Eatons Polition.9. 


'& Stat. 1 Eliz..cap. 23 


l Freholders Petition. 
ote 8. 
m Eatons Pofition. 
Note to, 


8 Propofitioas in print 
è Io 
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preach inthe Church of England andthe Affewsblies 
thereof. 

And feeing thefeare feconded by the frequent 
and publique venting of fcandalous, invective, 
and libellous pamphlets, full of fediticus do- 
dtrines, implying an abfolute abnegation of the 

* Volumes of Pamph. Kings fupremacie, * and withdrawing the peo- 
lets. That the Church ple from their due allegeance , exciting them 
is independans annn to difobedience. Tome fuch bold violation and 
Lawes within her felf, uncontrolled contempt of Lawes (fitting the 
which is to denie the I aw.Makers) appeares formidable: 
Ecclefiafticall Law, j : . 
which Sir Ed.Cook lays» Omniacumliceant, non licet effe bonum. 
whofoever fall denie, F confider the Nobilitie and Gentrie of this 
A T na Ifle (this nurfèrie of honour) fituate asthe Low 
deliver Iuftice in all Countries in a flat, under the banks and bounds 
caufes to all his fubiets. of the Lawes, fecured from the inundations of 
that Ocean, the Vulgar, which by the breach of 
thofe bounds would quickly overwhelme us,and 
deface all diftin@ions of degrees or perfons: and 
cannot but with admiration obferve, thar Samp- 
fos-likein their full ftrength (but as blind with 
inconfiderate zeale, as he by treacherie) any fuch 
fhould lay hold on thofe pillars of our State,that 
prop up the regulated Fabrick ‘of this glorious 
Monarchy ; and by cracking them, wilfully burie 
themfelves and us in the rubbifh of that Chaos, 
> wh they fo pull upon their owne heads, feeking 
to turne our freedome into fetters, by cancelling 
our ancient Lawes (the Charters of true liberty) 
and expofing us eternall Apprentices tothe Ar- 
bitrarie Jurifdi@tion of a new Corporation of 
- Apron 
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Apron Elders, Mechanick Artizans; as if they 
had forgor the old Rule, Hee natura multitu- 
dinis eft ; ant humiliter fervit, antfuperbe domi- 
natnr. 

When we know the, principle of the Religion 
offomeof theleis, That every man fhould be e- 
quall for calling, and that there fhould bee no diffe- 
rence of Ferfons among{t Chriftians. (o) And 
the Maxime of policyis, that to ere aparitie, 
where there are manyGentry, they muft firft di- 
Spatch them ont of the way. (p) 


PUSTSLILVLVELIVYS $Y 


SECT. 14. 


Presbyterial Difcipline brings not libertie to 
the vulgar: but introduces a meere Ar” 
bitrarie Government. 


Ur perhaps to all this the common people 
lendareadyeare: This ftill tends to the in- 
larging of their lov’d liberty : “Tis true in- 
deed, here is a large defigne of libertie : The 
Presbyters muft,as I have fhewed,have power o- 
ver Princes , Nobles, Magiftrates, bee fubordi- 
nate tono Lawes, concluded by no Parliament, 
but bee an independent bodie of themfelves ; and 
the common people muft be their factors for this 
freedome. 
And when they have deneall, what fhare fhall 
w K2 thefe 


o Stleidan. Com. h. 5. 


p Machisyell. 


q %. Yropofitions prin- 
ted 1641. 
Batons Postions.6.& 9. 
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thefe deluded:people have of this dreame of li- 
bertie ¢ Isitany other chan fuch as a poore pri- 
foner for debt Suds when he is releafed from the 
bonds of the Law by a Turkith pirate , hee tugs 
hard atan Oare to wafer his Refcuers from the 
reach of his juft Creditors ;. but whenhee hath 
brought them to their wifhed haven,he there fees 
himfelfe feven fold more flave chan he was in pri- 
{on ;chained'to his Gally without hopes of Re- 
demption,reft,or poflibilitie of avoyding ftripes, 
though all his life befides bee but one continued 
drudgerte. 

’Tis plaine indeed, we hall fet the Presbyterie 
free from the government of men, or reach 
of Lawes, but letus examine if the whole con- 
ftitution of their Difcipline bee not to usa bon- 


age. 

Their firft Maxime isto place themfelves a- 
bove the reach of: man + what they deny as a 
Treafonable challenge in the Bifhopsagainft the 
prerogative of Princes, they boldly affume to 
themfelves (ro the little Bifhop, abfolute 
Pope of every parifh )` chat their: office is jure 
Divino. 

(q) Every vifible Church being an independent 
body of it felfe, having power from Chrift.her head 
to binde and loofe, to receivein, and caft ont by the 
Keyes of the Kingdome , whereby neither totheir 
office nor authoritie doth either King or poten- 
tate, manorLaw, contribute any thing, not fo 
much as in ordination of: particular Minifters ; 

for 
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for they tellus, (r) Soe Proteffants ara of opi- , pi; 
nion, that Ordination cannot be teh p h a ee K i 
Prelate, orat leaft by Minifters onely , without 
whofe impofition of hands it were no Ordination, 
as is if it did conferre fuch an order. Whereas , fay 
thsy, the prime and proper conferring of this Order 
is by Chrift himfelfe, inwardly calling , and gif- 
ting a man forthe worker of the Minifterie.. 
And though the Evangelift faies in che eighth 
tothe d&s, (f) That through laying on of the A-f Aas sag; 
poftles hands the Holy Ghoft was given. And St. 
Paul explaines it fully to be interprered of Electi- 
on intothe Miniftery,charging Timothy (t) Not 
to negle the gift that isin thee, which was given: 
thee by Prophefie; with the laying on of the bands of 
the Prefbyterie, which they confefle was frequent 
in the Apoftles times. (#) u Chrit on his throne, 
Yet afterwards (fay they ) in fuceelfive ages, 68. 

there was no {uch gift annexed tothe laying on of 
hands, (w) but that the election of Minifters o Chrit onhisthrone. 
was by every Congregation refpedively. With this Prelacy mifery. fol.7, 
falfe pretence of power, (That to the people be- Ettous Pofitions,za 
longed the laying on of their hands as a token of 
their approbation and confirmation of him that is- 
chofen) working upon the vulgar , who are ready’ 
to {natch at every fhadow of liberty, co advance: 
their Hierarchy. 

Though they muft know as foone:as they have 
done, that they have raifed a pirit they havenor 
power tolay again: for then they tell them,¢che 
worke of their owne hands ) Thef new created 


(x) Paftors 


p 1 Tim, 4. 4y: 


x` Chorda Anglia fol.8. 
Propofttion the y. 

If anybe fo hardy as but 
to {peak evll of any Mi- 
niter, or mifname 
them, he is to bee ım- 
prifoned. Lawes of 
Geneva. fol. 71. 

y Martin Funior, The- 
fis, 106, i 


z ` Buchant de jure yeg- 
xi. fel. 73.) 

Populum á quo reges no~ 
firi habent, quicquid juris 
fibi verd cantyregibuseffe 
patentiovem, jufque idem 
in eos habere multitud?- 
nem, quod illi in fingu- 
lose multitudine habent, 
a Knex to the Com- 
munalty. fol. 49, 


b Prelacy is miferie 
fol 7e 


ftores- 
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(x) Paftors muft be reverently refpeded, and that 
the people bee not fuffercdin any wife to fcandalize 
them, nor have power to depofe them, or put 
the»: out whom before they have made choyce of. 

But their pofinonis, A man once made a Mi- 
nifter is not tobe kept back from preaching, by the 
Inhibition of any creature. (y) No fooner ad- 
vanc’d, but ftraighr the Scene is changed ,. they, 
writeup au eff, itis Gnifhed, their worke is 
dne: and then the people ( that have all this 
while beene taught to value themfelves ) (z) a- 
bove tse power of Kings, who challenge all their 
right from them ,„ and that the multitude hath the 


fame power over Kings, that. Kings have over every 


one of the multitude; that it was their Office to 
pulldowne Prelates, and reforme Religion, (a) 
muft now learne another leffon, and know their 


we 


diftance, That Owes non poffunt judicare Pa- 
The Presbyter is no fooner în his chaire, but 
heis prefentlyaludge: Udndif any herefie, pro- 
phaneneffe , or Idolatrie creep into the Church, he 
may root it eut.(b) And not onely judge of 
Schifmes or Herefies in poynts of Do@rine or 
faith, but he with his Elders become abfolute 
Chancellors over cur Lives, Families, and 
Eftares. 

If we examine the latitude of their Commif- 
fon, wee fhall finde itextendtonoleffe: one 
tellsus, the Miniffer and Elders are weekly to 
meet for cenfuring delinquents in fwearing , cur- 


fing, 
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fing , prophanation of the Lords Day, drinking; °c ‘A report of the f rm 
Fornication, adulterte, and for debating of Here- ee 
fies andfuperftitions,@e. (c) And if any be fixpe-. L Henie 
Ged, orifthere be any [candall in the bounds, pro- 

ceeding with the cenfures of the Kirk againft them, 

that all tran{erefjors may be brought to repentance, 

or feparated from the people.of God. 

Some of them muft (d) determine matters of d The ag 
Contratts and Marriages. Nay, they mult have a = ee H The 
{peciall Quere into the peaceable demeanour of the The Elders,&e once a 
Inhabitants, within the precinéts of their feverall moncth fo lovt to all 
Presbyteries,upon that place of S. Paul, Ce) ( Do Bees thewthondl bes 
any of you having a matter againft another, goe to T pa > ane ase 
Law before theunjuft,and not before the Saints? ) eal Church. feb 
grounding a decree in their Claffis, thacif any 41. 
member of the Preshyteriebee at variance with © *.Corinth.ou,. 
his brother, hee fhall bee fifpended till hee brin 
the matter beforethem. Now letus well Sai i 
what manlives fo uprightinall his wayes, thatis 
not, or may not bea Delinquent atthe mercy of 
thefe dreadfull Indges, whofe leaft chaftifement 
is banifhment, ( fùfpenfion from the food of » 

Life, the blefled Word and Sacraments ) whofe. 
eafielt prifonis Hell,and whofe punifhment (Tra- 
datur Satane ) eternall deftruction? 

Whereis then ths promifedlibertie of this fo 
much defired change? when from the legall pe- » 
nalties of pofitive, and: regulated Lawes which 
awe our perfons, and might (perhaps) pinch our. 
purfes, whereof we know how to avoyd the 
breach, .or fatisfie the penaltie, wee fhall,- 

a become 
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become meere Tenants at will of our foules. | 
That the infirmities ofmans nature, confide- 

f Romans 7. 14. red, (f) That wee are carnall and fold under finne 
and that the beft of Gods Saints fall into dayly 
errours : yea, and asitis faid , Felix qui minimis 
urgetur, whocan plead priviledge or exemption 
from thefé rigid cenfures. The beft Charter here 
is but durante bene placito s None dum bene fe gef- 
ferit : Since innocence is no Swpervedeas : for 
fufpition or fcandall, mifprifion or malice may 
make a delinquent,injurioufly to bee fifpeéted or 
traduc’d, and aĉtually to bee guilty are of equal! 
punifhment, Publick Confelfion or Excammuni- 
cation. ‘Nay’cis fofarre from freedome, tharit 

brings upon us a two-fold bondage. 
Both Law and Nature abhorre double punifh- 
View of the Bree Ment for one offence.Yet fay they, (g)Malefafors 
Taticall Church, fol. 37. that have once fatisfied the Law, if they procure 
pardons muft bee fufpended from the Sacrament, 
till they againe fatisfie the Congregation. And 
Mr. Krox: The order MafterKnoxtellsus, All Crimes that by the Law 
ee of God deferve death , deferve alfo excommunica- 
me a oe tion, as Murtherers, Adulterers,Sorcerers, Wita 
ches,Conjurers,Charmers, givers of drink to de- 
troy children, Bla{phemers, denyers of the trath, 
‘railers againft the Sacraments, and all that have li- 
wed with any offence tothe Congregation ,' though 
they have fuffered the punifhaent of the Law: aa 
bee cainft all which he would proceed by way of E xcom 
munication. oi ~ ATN 
And we know that moft of thefe Crimes = 

d wou 
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wouldfetch within their juri(diGion, have their 
feverall penalties provided by the Scarte Lawes 
of this Kingdome, whence neceffarily followes, 


that either the tcemporalljurifdiction (all Law) | 


muft be extinét; orin tead of freedome we mult 
fubmi: to double punifhment. . 

But fay they, They onely proceed againft finnesy 
(h}- and’ tis their office te bring finners to Repen- 
tance, -And there are divers other perty Crimes, 
which fall mov: (. as they fay ). under the Civill 
{word :.aschiding, fighting, brawling, contempt 
of the order of the Church, ‘Sabboth-breaking, 
spanton and vaine words, negligence in hearing the 
preacher, negled of receiving the Sacraments, fuf- 
pition of Avariceyor of pride , fuperfixity or riot- 
oufneffein cheareor raiment. They mutt havea 
rod for the women too, in correcting their lufci- 


vious, diffolute, or too fumptuous attire, private. 


or publike .dancing , May-games , vifiting ftage- 
playes, Tavernes, or Tipling-honfes, and all inordi- 
natelivers, which muft:bee brought to their 
Tribvnall. a 

Nowletany man branch out thofe forenamed 
particular heads of the Table of their Difcipline; 
and he fhall finde that neither our words , opini- 
ons, nor actions, as cf private men, but they fub- 


b Chorda Anglie. jro- 
pof. 8. 19. Courts to 
proceed onely againft 
‘finnes by the Word of 
God. 
Sions plea. 

Bilfon. fol, 3163 


je&us under their jurifdiction. Confider ns with . 
relation to others, and fee how many accidents | 
are emergentupon Contras, marriages, forni- 
cation, Adulterie, to which take in the generall . 


heads of fufpition and {candall, and then fee hew 
L farre 


b 
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farre this 'infiņnuates into. our private- families,’ 


i Bancrofts Treatile of 
the difciplinariaus of 
Northampton fhire. 
fol. 82. 


a View of Prelaticall 
Church. fol. 41. 
Admonition 2 page 75. 
The Church is to cen- 
fure fuch a partic as is 
troublefome and con 
TENCIOUS. 

b Bufon fot 316. 

Our Presbyceries pro- 
ceed azainit vice. 

T. Cart. l. 2. p. 68. 
snscanus de Difeipl. 
Ecclef. pe 46 D. 


who can be fecure of the honour or reputation 
of wife or daughters, longer than heis fure hee: 
hath nomaligner : for I finde no branch aeall 
amonglt them for che punithmentiof the flande- 
rer, nor no reparation for the injur’d inno- 


r 


comes Tag- ' 


Marry.theguikie may be quit, aswas the po- 
fi:ion of Mr, Sape of Northampton may }wheo 
having wrought upon a meane fervant , that had: 
gothis Mafters Daughter with child,” tò make: 
publick Confeffion co the Congregation. Thart 


- done, Snape abfolved hirs, then juftified him clear 


from that fenne committed ,.even as though hehad 
beeneneroly borne, If this bee the way to recovers 
infant innnecence, who would not foyle himfelfe 
a liede co be fo.cleanfed >.’ Taren 
 Nexeview shargeneral Quere into mens peace- 
able demeanors,. (4) together wiri their rule of 
Abdicationof Law-fuics, and fee if this bring 
not to their Chancerie-albactions reall anc perfo. 
nall. And laftly confider their univerfall head: of 
(b) proceeding. againft fines. Which Mr: Cart- 
wright pretty well explaines, Every fault that 
tendeth either tothe hurt of amans neighbour or to, 
the hindrance ofithe glory of God is-to be examined 
and dealt-in bythe orders of the Charch. Snecanus - 
enlarges him a little further, Quoduis peccatum, 
(fayeshe) every finne againft God or neighbour, 
by. word or deed, purpofely or ignorantly manifestly 
or fecretly. lf fo, lee us then confider,if this be not 
i eoo a general] 
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a general prohibition ral! Courts of Iudicature, 


‘ameereannihilation ofall Lawes. * 

. For St. Peters precept is , to (k) fubmit to è- 
very Ordinance of wan for the Lords fake. And 
‘Lawes being tht Ordinance of than, the breach 
of every: Law is finne. ` Nor can therebe afiy fuit 
Orcontroverfie betwixt mien, but thé one fide is 
the wrong-doer; for we know that AV znrighte- 
oulnefeisfinne, (1) And the Difciplinarians in- 
cluding the puniflimetie of all finne again{t God; 
or our neighbour, within their juri(diction , wê 
have no more ule of Laives , butare all brought 
under.a. meere arbitrarie Government. And 
thenablataLegewee know whic followes, far 
Gertamem i > 0 h i 

But Law had no miërćy , and perhaps cliefe 


k r Peter2.13. 


t xJYohn, gy. 17. 


holy men will be cérider-hearted, eafie-handedin ~ 


haying on the (Courge of chaftifeinent. 

<. Lec us fE how they dealé wich one of their 
owie, ote B/vet, being excommitinicared, writes 
tothe Brethren, that he might be reftored to the 
Church, from which hee had beene long kept 


out. (2) Woeis me, faith hee, that F am cafi out fal ne. 


of your prefence this day. Andif this woe and hame 
did but touch the body,it were tolerable for then 
at the day of death I fhould end my miferie, and no 
more- heare the words of reproach © But woe is me, 
that there is a partition wall between heaven and 
my Confeience : If my offence may not be paffed by 
without further confefsion even before God and his 
Church in London,will Ilye downe and lick the duft 
atyourfeet. ` L 2 See 


Bithop Bancroft. 


3 2 Chron, 10,10, 


Suckliffe 133. 
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_  Seehere you eager advocates for the advan- 
cingof this holy Difcipline the pretious fruits 
you are like to reape by ir. Such as thefe will 
teach you perfect humility :. They havelearnt of 
Rehoboams Counfellors ,: To.rsake their little fin- 
ger thicker than the Bifhops loynes. “Their punifh- 
ments (perhaps) wrung the. purfe » but thofe 
will grate the foule. 7) eee l 

Andif wee fhould: well examine ‘upon what 
eafie Occafions this. fearefull:; ference ‘Ayes ont; 
we (hould much more feateit.. At Geneva two 
Minifters were depofed and banilh'd, for {peaking 
again{t ufurie : ohn Morelli for faying the words, 
Tell the Church were zot alone appropriate \to- the 
Confiftorze, and is frequently ufed upor.everie 
private Grudge. Whereasnoman oughtto bee 
excommunicate , but where the Law faith, hee 
fhould be condemned... If Law bee Ring ; -and 
willa Tyrant , fore all that will: preferve Law, 
and willlove libertie, unwillingly fubmic their 
necks co the Tyrannicall yoak of fuch Difs 
cipline.. i. Ser Je hg: Jaci rie 


` r ae eT 5 j 
LON ah i INY ie aw, Te E Na 
s f 


4 a 


woneenens paiasges 


me seam Hinds FC paved Wh. a 
“ lot “SE CT.’ Ts. 
T he forme of. Difeipline they roaie is cono 
fefedto bea yik f 
aka 193 af 500) NGL oe ? 
Et oh, ‘hy many, hereis-fo pti a forme 
. of Government, the Parochial! Presbyter can 
_ p runneinto no extravagance, but heets ac- 
comptable to the Presbyterie. or Clafsitall mee- 
ting, which confi jis, P pat siawlar K aqui in ny a 
Circuit. (0 aM senior get: 
And:-what’s the buf neffe thateg ? =o to fup- 
prefle, but taexercife-the power of Iurifditiion, Or- 
dination, [ufpen|ion, Deprivation, bab principally 
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all perfons of mhatfoewer quality. ,, difobedient to 


their Minifters. and Elders, are with great Autho- 
ritie cenfured :  Sohere we mutt learne obedience 
tothe wills, of men nọt of Lawes : Yer thefe-Claf- 
fes againe are’re{ponfall. to the Provinciall Sy- 
nods. Andthey perhaps may regulate the rigour. 
ofthe Presbyters.. `+, 

. But doe noc the: Paftors of New England tell’ . 
us, T “hatno Paftors by. Gods. word have authoritie 
ever. “others, forihatevery Minifter hath his power 


both of Order and Inrifdittion immediately from 


Chrift tefus, and therefore to him onely is refpon- 
file finz the Dođrinehee ptio 9; the Difcipline 
Mentana hee 


a 54 i 
i 


o Report of Church: 
Government. 


By the Ordinances: of 
Geneva, they firft im- 
prifon,afterbanith him 
that will nor fand to 
the Ordinances of the 
Confiftories Orders. 
virt, 91. 


A modet - Advertife« 
mene of Church Go- 
vernmenr. fof, 10, 
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hee exercifes , and the Cenfures that hee infli@s. 
Therfore(fay they) for any number of Minifters in 
a Synod, to take tothemfelves Authoritie over o- 
thers who are equall in- Dignitiess # to fet 
up a Humane Anthoritie that Chrift never infti- 
tuted, and to exercife’a Tyrannie, and Poperie 
of the Preshyterie, as bad, nay worfe than Bi- 
flops. A 2h PA Boa 
Yet there isa higherappeale tothe Natiozall 
ecAffembly , andtherethe Records of Synods ave 
perufed, Ads and Conftitutions for all Kirkes are 
agreed upon with common confent. Aid will they 
obey thefe Conftieutions ? >- ih a Seal 
‘Some confeffe, chat inthe Affembly of the A- 
- poftles certaine obfervances were impofed onthe 
p AGS 15.28, Churches. (p) But this A@ of the Apoftles ; {ay 
: they,7s no prefident or patterne for fucceeding ages, 
for the _Apoftles: were infpited ‘with the Holy 
8 Ghoft ; and wher any Affembly can infallibly afurë 
them they are in{(pired with the Holy Ghoft , then 
q Chrift off his throne. they will obey. Gag Pi Ae atin? a Ra ‘abe 
te But chough they will admit no Law or Superi- 
; our over themfelves p yet heté perhaps the Laitie 
may receive reliefeagain(tthé rigor of their'Cen- 
? Report of the Go- fures: for one tels us, (r) All Appellations, Petiti- - 
vernmentof the Church ozs Grievances, and Complaints are examined and 
bya Presbytery. -  doterminedby this fupream O bighe/t Kirk Indica- 
— | torie: what redrefle'we miay expect hence we are 
informed immediately before, they are refponfible 
onely to Iefus Chrift. ENE a arn 
- And the fame reporter plainly rells us, The. 
om eu perpetuali 


sect 
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perpetnall Kirks avé wot governed by the intrinfes 
call power of any-one or many fet over them, asin 
the Monaxchicall Government of Prelates, but they 
are riled and judged by themfelves. _ 

_Iffo, wee had need have ftrong faith in heit 
Integrities; for if we'admit a poffibility ofdoing 
wrongin them , we leave very little probabilitie 
of receiving right : : for firft they are accomptable 
onely to Chrif. Next theyareboth judges and - 
parties. Thóferhar give fal judgementin the 
Claffes,are judges in the Synods in the Nationall 
affemblies: and from them is no appeale to any 
Prince in the world, (for they fit in Chrifts 
Threne:) And this isucterly oR, to the 
peopleslibertie. © ` 

Nowin this eA of “Church go- 
vernment by Presbyteries, Claffes,Synods , and 
National! Affemblies:: What’s become of our 
old fuperintendent power of Parliaments > wee 
have all his while beene perfwaded , That Epi(- 
copacy is inconfiftenc with this Stare, as exerci- 
fing fome power nor warranted by our Lawes, 
weare {trongly:excited: by fome Diftiplinarians, 
toreotthemout forattempting to put in execu- 
tion fome Conftieutions not ratified by Parliae 
ment. < i 

Yetnow we muft learne, That the Parliament 
cannot hinder: ( thefë Difciplinarians) te ssake 
Lawes Ecclefi afticall, feeing Eeclefafticall Govern- 
ment is independant. That generall Affemblies may. 
recall Afs ratified in Parliament , which being 

annulled, 
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In their Synods they annulled, the Civill ratification falls ex Confeguen-\ 

difaunull all Lawes, tte: And though our Lawes. make oyd all Ca-> 

they conceive rerus- nons or Conftitutions repugnant to the Kings 
nant to their Difcipline. nue : 

Suckliffe. fel 13L prerogative, or the Lawes and Cuftomes of the. 
Kingdome ; ( which preferve our liberties ) yet 
we mut now know., that.se power nor libertie 
ought to be permitted to any State, Degree, or An- 

thority, ( whatfoever they be) to live without the 

J Knox his exhortati- yoake of Difcipline. Cf) se. Ahea 

ek tee ` Et talijugo libartatem-induimus? ‘And is all 
our long labour’d:liberty become a yoke? A- 
yoke unavoydable, ayokeunfupportable. True- 

ly ifthisbe fo, we may truely write, © . 9 : 


‘Sic vos non vobis fertis AratraBoues, ~ 
We have fpun a faire thread, That Kings the 

nurjing Fathers, and Queens the nurfing Mothers. 
e Vfaich. gg. 23. of Sjon, (t) (the fupreame Governours of the 
Church ) Princes the heads.of their Fathers howe 

u Numb. 7 2. Jes,(u) Princes of the Tribes, ( whofe office is to - 
rule in judgement ) Nobles that conferre blefsing 

npon that land: where their fonnes inherite the- 
Crowne, (w) Gentrie the flowers of this garden 
of Exrope, fenc’d’by the protection of the Lawes 
as with a partition Wall againft the fpoyle of 
vermine vulgar, the Boares of the Forreft that 

would root up our plants, Wed and prun’d from. 
inbred Weed and Canker by the skilfull hand of 
Parlaments, fhould now beall caft into the lump, 

laid common: Allbecome yoke-fellowes , bap 
: the 


39 -Uaiah. 32.1. 
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the bonds of fuch boundleffe Difciplinarians, 
which hold themfelves fabordinate neither to 
Emperours, Kings, Princes, Magiftrares, Lawes, 
Parliaments, Presbyteries, Synods, Affemblies, 
nor any thing they ever meane to recken with 
in this world ; but onely co Iefus Chrift their 

Head. 

Such as thefe rather appeare to bee of the fol- 
lowers of Feby the fonne of Nimfhi, for they drive 
furioufly, (x) who walk'din the wayes of Tero- 
boam: Thenof thole undefiled Virgins, that fol- 
low the Lambe whitherfoever hee gocth.(y) Wee 
know that the meek he will euid in judgement, and 
the meeke will he teach his way. (z) But fuch as 
have bitter envying and (trife in their hearts, T his 
wifedome defcendeth not from above,bus is earthly, 

fenfuall, devillifh. (*) : 


ESLER LOL VEVELSCVS VY 
SEAS EE Ye WE 


ee 


SECT. 16. 


The vaine excufe that Lay Elders fhall mode- 
rate themrefuted. 


Erfome have a fine veile to blinde the eyes 

of the willing (and certainly nene fee leffe 

: thanrhe wilfully blind) thar this isamixe 
government, we fhall have Lay Elders amongft 
them co moderate the extravagancies of the pa- 
ftors, and weneed not feare but they will looke 
‘tothem, M Alas 


x 2 Kings 9. 20: 
y Revelationn14 4, 
a ME aga 


* James 3. 174 
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Alas how vaine a fhadow is chis, when wee 
looke upon it bue with che light of reafon? Are 
we not taught, thefe Elders muft bee chofen by 
the voyce ofthe people: andarenor thefe peo- 
ple raughe by the paftors fubordinate tothem, 
the Elders being but temporary, for halfe a yeare 
ora yeare, isit probable they fhall have that de- 
pendance apon one another? chey fhall have 
that intereft in theparifh, as hee that is perpe- 
tuus Dictator, Changellour, Arbiter for life in 
his petry popedome. 

Some men talke ofdumbe Dogs, and certain- 
ly he will be held fuch, that cannot fo beftir him- 
felfein his panth, as to have all their votes fol- 
low his, ders 5 fuch arge power over e- 

ji , very mans perfon, family, andeftate. (4) Ifthen 
Oe oe ice, a by ay ae every little parih Church honid have 
Snecanus de ai "4 feven fuch Elders at the leaft, and every great 
Ecclefie pag- 45° “Church thirteene, and thefe people at the devoti- 
ons of their paftor, of their Chancellour, wee 
have then inftantly no leffe than a hundred thou- 
fand Church-governours,befides their adherents; 
which admitted, wee are fure in danger never to 
recover a free Parliament againe: and inftead of” 
26.Bifhops, whofe deputation is from, whofe 
dependance is upon the King as fupreame, whofe 
temporall power is wholly derived from, limited 
by the Lawes; whofe perfons are eafily refpon- 
‘fible to Parliaments , for any deviation from the 
sulesofLaw, wee fhould thus expofe our elves 
to an irrecoverable fubjeCtion to a multitude, 
i whofe 
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whofe Election is prefcribed to (Jare Divino) im- 
mediately from Chrift Iefus, who are the cars 
vers of their owne Government. (b) Their Na 
tionall Affembly to be gathered once in three years, 
to make Canons, and to eftablih Ecclefiafticall Go- 
vernment : This independant of Parliaments,ac- 
comptable to none but Chrift Jefus either for 
Doétrine or Difcipline; and if in time found 
to be extravagant from, or deftructive co all 
Lawes and Government, yet the Parliament hall 
then have an Hoaft roencounrer, and nota few 
Delinquents to punifh. 

May not their owne words be more properly 
inverted upon fuch,than on the Bifhops.(¢) Such 
( Presbyteriall) Government and Jurifdiction itis 
meerly papall,though nor in the firft degree ( the 
Pope ufurping an univerfall power over all the 
Churches in the world ) yet inafecond: Everie 
paftor inhis Dicceffe (his parifh ) exercifing a 
papall power, and fo doth cunningly under- 
mine the Royall Office, and overthrow Gods fa- 
cred Ordinance, who hath givenapower and 
charge to Kings to fuppreffe all fuch Eccle- 
fiafticall Tyranny over the foules of his people. 

Yet perhaps ic may be fayd , though their go- 
vernment bee thus wholly fever’d from the Par- 
liaments, and ftands a part by it felfe, our Lay 
Elders fhall have vote among them in all their 
Syneds, and Affemblies, who may have acare to 
ballance the fcale’twixt Church and State. But 
are wee nottold; Some one Elder of each Parifh 

M2 appoynted 


b View of the Prelati- 
call Church fol, 41, 


¢ Englands complaint 
to lefus Chrift againit 
the Canons. 
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appoynted by the particular Kirk, Seffions, and the 
whole Minifterie of thofe Churches meet, Orc. 
Whereto, if their Doctors and Teachers bee 
admitted, they are double in number to the Lay- 
mens ifequall, one Lay Elder inclining to their 
partie turnes the fcale; ifnor, yet how incapable 
inrefpeét of abilities, how inactivein refpect of 
Spirit, thefe annuall temporary Officers muft 
needs be, incomparifon of this powerfull prea- 
ching minifterie, which hath fuch abfolute aurho- 
rity over the foules of their parifhioners, every 
man may forefee with halfean eye. 


BRGWSROSSSS SE LSUCUROCUS RS: 


Se tdi. 
No reformed Church gives any prefident 
parallell with ours. 


UT many of us will nor eruft or trouble our 

owne judgement torifle into che confequen- 

ces of things ; but wee cry cur, how doe o- 
ther Reformed Churches ? Gens humana novita- 
tisavida; and no Nation more unfortunately, 
more improvidently prone to follow fafhions 
than we. 

And alas, whence can we fetch a patrerne,that 
{the freedome of our State confidered ) would 
not rénder us miferablee 

` Can the French be any prefident tous, who 
i live 
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live under a Monarch of another Religion, who 
wili allow trhem n^ Sea, no Diocefle , no meanes 
for a Bilh-p: whefe Bifhops will admit no fub- 
Bifhops of another faith under their jurifdidi- 
on: Therefore what neceflicie makes to them 
Law, muft we make our choyce ? Is it the pofi- 
tion oftheir Church roexclude them ? 
Shall wee beleeve Moulin himfel fe? he faies, . 
(d) Our adverfaries unjuftly accufe us to be enemies = eer 
of the Epiftopall Order: for we muft be altogether ce fol. 3.45, 
ignorant of Hiftories,if wedo not know that all an- i 
tiquitie [peakes honourably of that degree. 
The Geneva Dilcipline many dote upon, not 
knowing what itis, nor how confiftene with cur 
State. That which makes our common people fo 
greedily embrace this defired change, is the fre- 
quent preaching, and poffefling them of an inte- 
reftinthe power of the Keyes ; if they follow 
that prefident , they’le finde themfelves de- 
ceived. 
- Beza tells us, (e) In Geneva the Elders are cho- e De gradibus Miniftes 
fenyearely, not ofthe bafer fort of people, but of 1 *aP.11- 
the order of 25.60.0r 200. men, which bee the 
` Counfels of that State. Nor was that government 
of choyfe, as ficteft, but ofneceflity. Their Bifhop 
was alfo their Prince, who had fuch power as, Bonivard 
the Duke of Venice. And having treated with pee The Bofbop 
the Dukeof Savoy, theirenemy, was forced to faived of Emperovr Fie- 
flye sduring whofe life they could not make a ae nee Pr 
new Bifhop, bur fubmitted toa new forme of peret Regati jure, 
Government under Mafter Calvin, who onely 
M 3 wanted 
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wanted the Title, but was of much greater pow- 
er than a Bifhop: nor wasatthar enmity with the 
Order as cur Novelifts are, who profeffe it 
l finne to heare (them or for their fakes) any Mini- 
f 8 Propofitions in fiers (f) preach in the Church of England. For 
Print. hee fayes, Wee confeffe that Bifhops or Paftors muft, 
ee bereverently heard, as farre as they teach the word 
P Geon] Gallic, of God according to their funtion. (g) 
Fatemur ergo Epifcopos Butadmit they being a privateState, a Cot- 
five paftores reverenter eave in refpect ofa Kingdome, fubmit themfelves 
mre acne to the Oeconomick Government of a Family, 
verbum Dei docent. (theirs is no more in comparifon to this glorious 
Monarchy ) fhall we relinquifh cur Lawes, can 
we reduce this populous Nation ¢ that peoples fo 
many forraine Ifles) into the fame mould that 
modells a handfull. 
Some have already entertained fo degenerate 
thoughts, that they can mention Switzerland, a 
faire pacterne ; and fo doe I with horror and in- 
dignation. l 
Others the Low Countrie Difcipline pleafès 
well ; a fit object for fuch ; they muft indeed look 
downewards (till that are fo pleas’d, and not up- 
3 Corinth. 14, wards, to theGodof Order , andnot of Confufion: 
who feesthe diftracted Sects and Schifines that a- 
boundinthat Stare, and does not pitty, {o neare, 
folev’d neighbours,were not partakers of that 
bleffing ( wee call miferie, and out of love to 
Noveltie are growne wearie of) uniformitieef 
‘Difcipline. 
Truth is, wee are taken with the fhadow of that 
which 
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which effentially is nat there, The Scepter of Dif- 
cipline ; 1f we mult change,I would bee glad we 
might take prefident from their Metropolis 4m- 
feerdam: where’tis true, they were bufie to-ad- 
vance this Throne of Chrift, to put this yoke up- 
on the neck of that State, but their trroublefome 
and ambitious fpirits once difcovered , they 
quickly nipt thefe foaring Birdsith’thell, redu- 
ced the Paftors to the number of thirteene, of 
thofe keeping for the moft part three vacant, 
which Ciry,being compared with this of London, 
both for populoufneffe and capacity, ic will eafily 
appeare thofe ten, who mutt fupply the accidents 
of Feftivalls, Marriages, and Funeralls , doe nor 
trouble their heads with many Stare affaires. Yet 
to make them fure, they allow them their Clafi- 
call meetings , but provided one of the Magi- 
ftrares ofthe Citie be prefent: Andif he fay no, 
all they confule ftands for nothing. 
This propotition made andaffented to by all 
thefe zealous petitioners again{t this #/krpation, 
this Monopoly of the power of the Keyes in the 
hands of the Bifhops : That the prime Gentle- 
man in every parith fhall be perpetuall Elder and 
have a negative voyce, I confeffe in poynt of pri- 
vate policie Lam convinc’d: I may perhaps be in 
time an Elder , and doubt not but the Gentrie 
will thus make a fhift to keep the Clergy humble, 
the vulgar low enough. 
` But if we muft looke for new elections every 
year,what muft this produce buta little Civil war 
Anevery parifh? We 


~ 
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We. have yecanearer prefident, and before 
we know whaticis, long for the Scottifh Difci- 
pline. I could be glad weehad fo much patience 
coler them be our probationers therein fer one 
feyen yeares., But we fhall be told, fc fuit ab anti- 
quo, it was fo of old with them. Now what ef- 
tects both to King and Common-wealth the po- 
firions of fome Difciplinarians of thar Nation 
havein former timesproduc’d, °tis better tobe 
forgot than looked into: All I fhal! fay is, That 
certainly our freer people have not fuch depen- 
dance upon, are not indeed in fuch vaffallage to 
the Nobility, the Gentrie, as the Common peo- 
ple of Scotlamdare into their Lords: their Nobi- 
lity and Gentrie (having abfolute power over 
theic Tenants) fhal] ever beare fway in the 
Church. Bur it will not be fo with us, the inferi- 
our fort of people once finding their power in 
popular election of Elders, will rather exclude 
both Nobility and Gentry , and then no doubt 
the Church will be well govern’d: our Commu- 
nalty depend upon Lawes,not Lords :’Tis Law 
which hath made us a free people, 
That wee know by acertaine Law, that cur 
wives, our Children, our Servants, our goods 
are our owne, that we build, we plough, we fow, 
we reap for our felves, thisis true liberrie. How 
little of this they enjoy from whom wee weuld 
take apatterne, who are but Tenants at will to 
their Lords, they that will fedato animo 
compare the Confli:ution of that State with 
: this, 
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this, would with mee againe crie. 
Oh fortunati nimium bona fi fuanorint Angligena! 
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SECT. 18. 


Conclufion, to review Epifcopacie. 


F then there be no prefident that exactly paral- 

lels ours, without great alteration; wee muft 

certainly introduce aliquid de novo; fet up 
fome new forme by our felves. And whatincon- 
veniences that may bring to a fetled Strate, was 
wellexpreft by St. Auftin, Ipfamutatio Confuetu- 
dinis, etiam que adjuvat utilitate, novitate per- 
turbat, (k) which isingenionfly expreft by that 
learned Verulam. (1) Way given to mutation, 
though in taking away abufes yet it may faacquaint 
men with (meetneffe of change. as it will undermine 
the fiabilitie even of that which is found and good: 
holding it againft all good policie to innovate any. 
thingin Church matters: and whether warrant- 
able in Divinitieorno, to abolifh fo ancient a 
Confticution is queftionable. ji 


”Twas(me thinks) a Maxime of fome weight, 


Qui mala introducit, voluntatem Dei oppugnat 
revelatam in verbo : Qui novaintroducit voluntas 


tem Dei: oppugnat revelatam in rebuse Hee that 


brings into the Church anybadcuftome oppofes the 
. P dda N will 


k Auflinmad lanuar, Ep 
3 18. cap.5. 

i Verulams Confidera- 
tions concerning pacifi- 
cation of the Church: 


fol. 9. 
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will of God revealed by his word: who introduces 
any new cuftomes oppofeth Gods will revealed 
by faë. ` 

If then in the whole feries of thisnew Predi- 
cament of Difcipline ( wee fhould put cur felves 
into) wee finde the defigne of fuch is to draw 
their necks out of the yoaks of all Ecclefiafticall 
and Civill Government, neither tobe preftribed 
in DoG@rine nor Difcipline, their perfons reftray- 
ned by no Law, their Government inconfiftent 
with Monarchy, Magiftracy, Lawes, deftructive 
toGentrie. Their calling independent either on 
King or people : Their power above Princes, 
Porentates, Nobles, People, Lawes, Parliaments: 
_theirerrours accomptible tonone but Chrift a- 
lone ;no forraine State, or Reformed Church gi- 
ving any exact prefident abfolutely parallell with 
ours, and no fo great mutation, being without 
hazard to the State, and (perhaps) not war- 
ranted by Gods Word.. In thename of God let 
us looke ere wee take thisdefperate leap; from 
the inconveniences whereof can bee no recovery, 
(ifchey once gecthe upper hand) but by a new 
Conqueft. Farre bee it from meeto prefame to 


prefcribe a remedy, ’tis the eafter way to give cau- 


tions, to defcry inconveniences, to difcover 
Rocks, than toaffume to fteere the fhip of State 
ina fafe courfé; to give Countell, other than 
what is warranted by gocd authoritie. 

© In fuch diftraG@ions,, when wee finde the time 


m 2Tim. 4 3.4. nowfullycome, (7) That wen will not endure: 


found 


» 


4 Survey of Presbytery. 
Sound Doctrine, but after their owne lufts heap up 
to themflelves teachers, having itebing cares, tur- 
ning from the truth unto Fables.’ And asSt. Peter 


fayes, (» ) Being unlearned, andunftable, wrefting n Peter 3. 16. 


the Scriptures to their owne deftrudtion : Then is 
the Prophets Counfell feafonable, State fuper 
vias Antiquas, (0) Stand yee in the wayes, 
andfee and aske for the oldpaths where ts the good 
way, and walke therein, andyeefhall finde reft for 
your foules. 

Let us!coke back into Antiquitie , and fèe be- 
fore wee part with this reverend old order of E- 
pifcopacy for this new fangled Difcipline, whe- 
ther it will bee made good to bee deduc’d from 
Chrift himfelfe to his Apoftles, to the Angels of 
the Churches, to the Fathers of the Primitive 
times, continued in the famejurifdiction and fù- 
periority over other degrees of the Clergie, di- 
{tributed into Dioceffes, honour’d with Titles 
and Attributes , indued with power , approved 
in other Reformed Churches, and no way oppo 
fice to, but confiftent withour Lawes; and then 
though chere be many errours crept into the exe- 
cution, which prove not tobee in the Conftitu- 
tion ; I hope we fhall have it reduc’d co its an- 
tient puritie ; andnotcaftaway our Gold for a 
little ruft. 

In the-difquifition whereof I would not have 
any man looke. forany thing from me de novo, 
or-thinke I affame toaddeany. ftrength to their 
caufe; I doe but binde together a pofieof the 

N2 flowers 


o Ieremiah. 6. 16. 


A Survey of Presbytery. 

flowers of others planting; onely having taken 
fome paines to pleafe and farisfie my felfe, I fhall’ 
be glad ifany man elfe ‘canreap any content out 
of mylabours. Et ta confirmatus , confirma fra- 
tres, was Chriftian Counfell, and I confeflehad I 
power to doe it, I would draw all the world to 
my opinion ; that is to reverence their Calling; 
preferve their Order, yet with as free a refolutie 
on, and as refpectleffe of their perfons, fubmit to 

the exemplar punifhment of fuch as ftaine the ho- 
nour of their Coat,entrench upon our Liberties, 

negligently ftarve their flock, covetoufly en- 
groffe the meanes of faithfull Labourers, or with 
their Novelties diftract the Church, as.any man 

that lives. 


Imprimatur. Tho. Wykes. 
May 28.1641. i +i 
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To the Honorable 


the Lord Bifhops. 


Fathers, 


Wan the firk part of this Difcourfe, I 
Be havehad a particular Intereft, us’d 
the liberty of my owne expreffione 
out of the fenfe and fore-fight of my 
own endangered Liberty ; which 
I apprehend abfolutely to depend 
upon the prefervation of your re- 
gulated order and Legall Govern- 
_ Ment; to be inevitably, if not irreco- 
verably, loftby the admiffion of an irregular , Arbitrary 
Presbytery. I denienot bue the wifedome ofthis Age may 
finde out anew way, neither patcern’d by the Apoftles, nor 
pra@iz'd inany Age or State; and when it iseftablithed 
by Law, 1 know my part, obedience: But till then, Law 
being on my fide,God forbid I fhould notas freely {peak in 
defence of fundamental] Lawes, of Divine infticutions, as 
others doe tothe fubverfion of both. s 
Such has beene the unbappineficof my Privacie, Iam 
{carce knowne to, hardly know any of, your perfons: s 
wit 


pes 


(2) 

with that Reverence doe I looke upon your Sacred order 
san Apoftolicall, therefore not quzftionable inttitutién, 
I confider your Predeceflours as the Ballaft which have 

poyz'd the. Barks of Monarchy, tofayle mt the Sea of 
Vulgar, whofe piety and wifedomefirlt preferibed the Me- 
dium twixt Tyrannie and Anarchy. Till Bifhops help’d 
to reduce the unbounded wills of Prireesto the limits of 
Lawcs Kings were Tyrants: And whereever they arenor, 
thereever followesa popular( which isa-worfe Tyranny. ) 
Obedience to Kings, Conformity to Lawes, isa ‘Duty both 
to God and nature, but fabjection to the abfolute and unli- - 
mited wills of men is unnaturall to thofe that were borne 
under the protection of Lawes. 


Long ha’s this Nation fourifhed in the equall difpenfa- 
tion of Lawes, by Divines, Civilians,and Common Law- 
yers; Glorious and fortunate have beene the Proficients in 
all of them ; They much deceive themfelves that think the 
one, fhall rife by the fall of the other two, 3 

If two or three mixt Arbitrary Courts, fitting onely in 
Tearme time, fhal] be thought fo prejudicial to the Com- 
mon Law, what -muft a Quotidian-Chancery prove in 
every Parifh? Sure hee that fhould but ferioufly confider 
the condition of the Advocates in the. Low (onntries, Ge- 
neva,and inall places where the Presbytery hath got foot- 
ing, would burne his Barr Gowne , and begin anew pro- 
feffion, at the apprehenfion of fuch a change. No doubt 
Rebus fic ftantibus, At this inftant,there are many able men 
_ ready to fupply your. voyded feates ,:;and:aninftant extin- 

guifhment ofall the lights of the Church cannot be fear’d, 
-But if all preferment tor humane learning hall be thus 
taken away, inthenext Age.wee are liker:to. degenerate 
to the Barbarifme-ofthe Greekes then arive at their per- 
fection. The {word hath for a fhort pace -keptifome 
Statesa float; bat I muft boldly fay y tisthe Reverente of 
Religion , the advancement of l¢arning, that hath made 

~ them 


<“ EQ) 

thëm fable and happy. Thefe Confiderations are pro- 
-perly within the capacity of a Gentleman; But in the 
- latter. part: I mutt ask ome pardon, That: have walk’d 
beyond my. Verge; * Takenas well a Divine asa politique 
Survey of your order. I know it-is‘an Injurie to plead'a 
good caufe ill, yet I hope you will finde my Mode(ty fuch, 
that in this I prefume folittle of my felfe; that Ihave onely 
allowed words to knit together the opinions of fach Au- 
_thoritiesas tillnow have beene Authentique. ’Tis atime 
when felfe-intere(t fwayes much,and (for ought I'know) 
every manthat reads this, may be equally concern’d as my 
felfe; whereby, this muft be conceived leff: partiall from 
me, then from any of your Coat. And at Jeaft they will 
inferrehence n that much‘more might be faid, fince I have 
faid fo much, 1 muft confeffe enough hath beene delivered 
in alittle by that Reverend Primate Ujber ; T'i Apoftoli- 
call, Which admitted, the Conclufion filences all argu- 

mentation. | 
Contra negantes principia non difputandum , Does well 
in Schooles ; but when noyle and novelty onely prevaile, I 
with youhad beenall more free in defence of your Calling. 
*Fis truth, that Downam,Bilfon, Suckéiffe, and many others, 
have faidfa much ,as there can {carce be any thing added, 
but they muft have new Titles, or elfe they will not be 
look’d on,the Fathers themfelves are abfolete and deferted 
Authority. Wec are all growne fo wife in this knowing 
Age, that every man muft have his proofes level’d to his 
owne naturall reafon : unleffe they be invectives ; thofe 
tickle the ssching eares of the time, and are. prefently taken 
“upon truft, without examination. I was not fram’d to 
court that ftraine ; nor doe I expe to pleafe your op- 
pugners ; all my ambition is to farisfie fome Gentlemen 
frec as my felfe; my Defire is not to offend you, by ths ill 

mannage of fo gooda Caufs, 
Though I know none by any of you, yet fhouldI not 
a feck 


(4) 

feck to qualifie the ill of any of your perfons. But muft 
profeffe L affsGtionately pray , for the Confervation of that 
order which is fo apt an Embleme of the Divine ordi- 

nance of that great Creator; who as hee ordained , the 
Sunneto exceed the Moone , The Moone the Starres, and 
every Starre excelling another in glory, Doubtleffe ine 
tended as divine a Method in difpofing the lights of our 
immortal foules , as thofe Luminaries of our corruptible 
bodies. Hee I hope will preferve this Church, while that 
Sunne and Moone endure. Which is the prayer of 


ine The well-wifber i 
ie e. of Sion, — 


E Ae 


(1) 


Since the feverall attempts to ble- 

- mifh this Remonftrance by difperfing that Li- 
bell, and by feeking to draw fome ignorant peo- 
ple to difavow their owne fubfcriptions, it plea- 
Jeddivers Gentlemen of quality to teftifie both 
their diflike of fuch prattices , and the conti- 
nuance nf their zeale to avow their Remon-- 
ftrance, By this Certificate. 


To our very loving friend and Kin{man:. - 
. Sir Tuomas ASTON Baronet.. 


STR, 


i Ec have lately recciveda Printed Copie, ofa 

f/f mok feditious feigned, and dangeroully factions 

i Petition, which is fpread in the County, pur- 

porting to'be preferred to the High and Ho- 

norable Court-of Parliament, by the Nobles, Knights, Gen- 

tric ,. Minifters, &c. of this County ; (pretended) in an- 
fwer of a- Petition , fubfcribed by us and many thoufands -. 

more, and by our requeft preferred by you for the good 
and honoug-of this County, ; which vile and Machivi- 
lian Petition , we perceive was never preferred to neither ` 
Houle, but difperfed malicioufly and feditioufly to ftirre: 

up difcord and tumult. And wee have alfo feənz the 

Coppie of your ‘Petition preferred onthe behalfe, and 

for the fervice of this County for whom you are tiu- 
Red inthis, Which wee all fo well approve of, E- 
i ae douds . 


s 


(23) 
doubt not, but that as well thofe many thoufands who fub- 
fcribed our Remonftrance preferred by you (which found 
fo gracious acceptation both with his Sacred Majeftie, and’ 
the Lords,to,Wwhom it was prefetred).as alfo many thou-, 
fands more of this County, whofe hands Could nonby rez 
, for of Morni of timebe gorten'to thar, willttpon jut 
, opportudity acknowledge your good fervice herein for 
your Country, and your merit from the Inhabitants thereof 
who fland well affected, either to his Majeftic, or the good 
or peaceable Government of this Kingdome» -And therce 
fore wee have not onely thought fit with thele few fub- 
fcribers (whom ‘the fhortneffe of this difpatch could di- 
vulge your merits unto) to teftifie your great Care and Di- 
ligence for your Country,and our approbation thereof, but 
to pray you,notto be difcouraged herein; But ftil to preffe, 
as there fhall be oportunity,aneffeQuall order and anfwer 
to our Remonftrance, and fome courfe, as‘the great “wif 
dome of the Lords affembled fhall think meet, to-€l 
further growth of thefe Seditious Infolences, andát 
to cat afperfions upon our Loyall intentions, and diftarb 
the peace ofour Church and ftate’'Government: wherein 
wee have alfo addreffed our thankfulneffeand Humble dez, 
~ fires to the moft Honorable Earle of Bath, which we (hall 
‘befeechi you the rather more fpeedily to deliver, becaufe here 
are daily more Innovations by the mportinity of the Au-” 
thors of thefe Schifmes, and factions, fo'chae much ilkis’ 
tobe feared, ita timely prevention be not given to the» 
growth thereof. So befeeching God dire& the hearts of 
that mo& Honorable Affembly ,,wee take dur leaveof you!” 
and relt a8 your faithfulneflz and care: of your: Countreéy : 
‘ may thalenBe; is" | i eoue ptian or 
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Robert Lord Vifcount K ilmorey, 


George Cotton 


Robert Lord Vifcount Cholmondeley Hugh Calveley . 
Sir Edward Fitton Baronet. A Manwaring Eiquires, 
Sir Tho, Brereton Knight, Tho. Cotton 

Fiygh Cholmondeley Williams «Moreton 

John Mynfbull i ~ John Leghe . 
Tho, Cholmondeley, Efquires, George Leycefter Efquires 
John Davenport. Jonathan Wodenoth 

Thomas Bromley P Tho. Cotton 

Rand. Rode : Edw, Dod a 
Wiliam Manwaring : Efquires. Edw. Wright Efquires, 
Arthur Starkey. Geor. Boftock, 

Tho. y th ale (Morgell 

Tho. Matwarin . ohn Stockton d 

Edw. Tannat F Efquites. Rich, Tannat Efquites. 
John Werden ` Jobn Maffy 
Edward Morgell Divines. r 

Tho, Berrington Doktor Bifphant, 

Richard Allen - + John Conney, 

Tho, Wilkinfon Gentlemen... Rich. wilfon, 

fohn Dodde 

Tho. S tockton 

Tho, Maffy 

a ee -O 


—— 


h the “Apottes imes, - 


LOB Uod volumus facile credimus; (That 
p wee fo eafily beleeve things plea- 
3 fing) is an infirmity of nature rather 
than of judgment: “And therefore 
(OLX it may be thought obftinacy of {pi 
rit, want eX. rather than want of- light,which | 
makes men deny the Antiquity of Bithops in the 
Primitive times. For if they will fearch and be- 


lieve either Scripture or Antiquities, they muft 
-confeffe them not only in the Primitive times, but 


in the times of the Apoftles, and that the Apo- 
ftles themfelves were Bifhops. 


Saint Ambrofe writing upon Saint Paul's Epi- 
:B ftles 


2 A briefe Review of Epifcopacie. 
“Anabrofius in Spiftol. feles to the Ephefians and Corinthians * {ayes that 


Eph um rCor 18.28, | ‘ ‘ j | i 
Eaa lid.g Epiftg. 1 poftoli funt Epifcopi. That: the Apostles were 


gos autem qui nunc va- Bifho s., Saint. Cyprian > fayes, the Lord chofe A- 
cantur Erflopt nome ya Bes that i5 B {hops and Governours.. Theodoret 
zahant Apostolos. Pas am? iH, 2 Cy ; ? A 
eTheodoret in Tim. © afarmes, I” times paft they called the fame men 
4 Bullinger in pee, Presbyters ad Bifhops, aud thofe who now aré cal- 
ee ee At led Bifhops they named Apofiles ; with whom a- 
e Hieron, ad Marcell grees Bullinger, $ Epaphroditus (whom Paul calls 


adverfus Montat. -worker ) was a-Bilbop. Saint Ieromes © opi- 
fIrenens] z3 c. Tra- fellow-work ) ¢ Jbop pant P 


ditionem psfolorun: Mon was that inthe true Church, Bifhops doe hold 
toromundomanifeham, the-place of the Apoftles. And Ireneus (f) af- 


&c. Habemus annume- OEE ayi dyn, 
yavecesqui ab Arofols Aies, that she Apoftles left.the Bsfbops their Suc 

inflitutifunt Ep fiopiin ceffors. Delivering unto them their owne place of 
Ecclefiis & fucceffores Government : whith they hold even to our dayes. 


corum ufque ad nos. 3 Mm“ 
&H'eroneisPlalm. q, Vw hence fome of the Fathers doe Rhetorically 


Fuerunto Ecclefia apo. call the Apoftles the Fathers, Bifhops the fonnes of 


fiol Paties tui, quia the Church. Saith Saint Hierome, 8 inflead of Fa- 
ipfi te genuerunt : nune > 


amem quia ili re- thers Children are borne unto thee, 6 Chirch, the 
sefferurtamundo,babes Apoftles were thy fathers, for they begatethee, Noiv 
pro bis, Epifcopos files thoy haft Bifhops who were borne of thee. Saint An- 


guia atecreatifumt,- “7. A 

St. Axia Plal 44- pro flia onthe fame place faies. Inftead of the a 
Ps He cibine fonnes are borne to thee, Bifhops are ordained, ` 
Wl T f oraizati f i . Íte ta! | ai 5 
r nin The reafon of which inftitution S". Hierome 


ad Titum: Antequam. gives, and derives the time.even from the Apo- 


Diabel iaftintin fludia n n 
ma S ftles themfelves as foone as the Church begun to 


diureturinpoputs Ezo [pread it felfe, ( Anteyuam Diaboli) faies he, till by © 
ae be ie Arollo, the instinct of the devil fattions began in the Church 
vvere Cephe, com- - : m ‘ l 
ed he ai and the people fai d,d am of Paul, Z of Apollo, and - 
corfilio Eccehe guber- I of Cephas, the Church was. governed by a common - 
nantur, posiquam vero l 
win (quilg; eos, quos Baptizaverat [uos prtabat efe ia totoorbe decretum eft, wt unusde presby- 
` teris elcélus fuperponcreswr cateri ad quem omnis Ecclefia cura pertineret, eo Schifmatum 


femina tollerentur, . ; Coun fell 


4 


A briefe Review of Epifcopacie. 3 
‘Counfell of Presbyters (which wasiinthe timeof 
the Apoftles:) 1 Corinth.1.12.) But when every 
one accounted thofe for his whom he had Baptized, it 
was decreed in the whole world, that one being cho- 
fen from the Presbyters (hould bee fet over the ref 
‘in every Church unto whom the care of that Church 
or Diocefse fhould appertaine, and that the feeds of 
Schifmes might be taken away. Whicheduperior by 
the learned Chamier * wee finde was called Bi- + Chamier. de eeu. 
fhop. One (fayes he) as chofen out of the company Poutificel.to.c.s. See 
of Presbyters Kho was chiefe of. all thereft and was He vane oo 
called Bifhop : : primm efet, & Epifeo- 
Such we find was Timothie inftituted by Saint ps diceretur, 
Paul, ‘To whom hee direéts his Epiftle. * Panl i The dire@ion of the 
unto Timotheus ordained the firft Bifhop of the Epite co Timothy. 
Church of the Ephefians. l 
This fome of our Novellifts except at, and will 
‘not allow it to be Authenticke becaufe fay they, ee. 
ere : : Se Theodoret, int Tim.3. 
it is not in fome old Manufcripts they have feene. Coryfoftome inxTim.s. 
But Theodoret and Chryfoftome agree that hee was i 
Bifhop of the Afians whofe Metropolis was Ephe[us. 
Saint Hierome in his Catalogue of Ecclefiatti- 
call Writers teftifies that Timothie was ordained of Hieronymusin Catalog 
bleffed Paul the Bifhop of the Ephefians, and that $770» & im Tim 
Titus mas Bifhop of Creet, : Ai! in Ephef.cap. 4. 
Saint Ambrofe faith the Apoftle,called Timothy Apfel Timoth: pref: 
Bifhop, whom hee created Presbyter becaufe the 7: presbyter TEpifapi 
prime Presbyters were Bifhops. - appellabantur. 
Primafius faith Timothy was a Bifhop, and Praia: prefate in 
Paur’s Difciple. Amongft the Ancients are ` 
{carce any that might not be brought to prove it. 
B2 And 


“A briefe Review of Evifcopacie.” 
A briefe Review of j j p kaio 
4 i tei Writers Erafmus * (more. i 
- And of: the later Wri s\tels us. TH 
Nailing Rett ] eed all thefe Cavillers)tels # W 
s . Jearne a piitery ana inftiti 
3s te ws in BC imothy nto the Miniitery andi 
Timotheum Paulu dopted Timothy nD 
inifterivm adeptarat, AaOpt f on of a Bifhop.~ lhe - 
ti inc Ege himin the function of x ~ P dete uit Epiftle 
fixrumcuram oo. . Likewife ty firft Bifbop of the Church 
Ti.o, inilituit - P,” e | * Sage 
Cum infinie Bole to ris pre Nicopolis of Macedoni a a 
li. of the Cretians yi ception as again t 
M M whieh 1S the DE pac, m ‘ayes, To. 
ins.cap. Of Timothy. . But et judgement of many Bi- 
m Chryloftom.in 1. cap. Titus vas committe wa and E afmus both 
ad Titum, Paxlus Tito fo Vpon ae cis place Lyra. : r , Bifhop : f 
- multorum Epifesporum Ops. À as created Arch- 
nian commifit d h A That Titus was l 
* Lyra.in Argument. a te. ze ISTLE 
ee aa if thefé files to the E + t; yet 
dep. m FYI l atesi ext ? 
Pih trii gie were admitted no. part of 1 Writes ie them 
ifcopum Crete confe- ‘s full enouch. Saint Paul WS 
pe that is full er = of abide {tilbinezaaa™ ES 
t Timothy 1-3. : both to continue < ftru@ine them what indow- 
Titus oer 3 and CR E E TE, Biho ) raay man defire the 
pe” io ama : inal ines a good workers 
ce of-a Brsu0o ceee Giving 
. Office e muft bee blamelefle, ees Giy $ 
*rTimothy 3.1. o A Bifhop wae fhops, otherwife-had fuc 
i ver to inftitute a ev.had no power 
poy lefe, if they-ha P 
PTius Y Ig. : C $ ba : "which the Apoftle CIGA y i 
érafmus the (une-in of Inftitution: v Tirus, P Forthis canfel oft 
maiean termines 1 UAn ho ldft fet in orderthe 
gumentum, ut Epifcopos r Creete; “that thou | vs eM Oe des every 
inflituat. - g img’ Ny Adi ne . . 
fa al upon h: g hings that are wanting, and ord. 
ifllcto Titmfol 1700 PIRES | ; ya 
Seavey a he Crte.. hich words. fayes Sint Chryfoftome, 
ihe gg aig, OF Food BIS HOPS; % as Ihave 
pos bic H oy Here is tobe under stoo F id.. And Erafmus ob- 
Ija” o 2 4 A ‘ 
i, tat otherwhere. formerly faid. {e1ves . 


A briefe Review of Epilcopacie. “45 
derves, ‘ That Paul requires Titus to come to Nico- *Erafisus Tom. 6. fol. 
polis,but not till he had fent Artemas or Tychicus, 3%% wae 
least the Cretians might fence towant the comfort poit, fed ee Se 
of a Bifhop: i Dame “a ae Artimam ant 

Though thefe Texts with thefe expofitions ne erene eN" 
are plaine enough, -yet fome will hence derive a drerrur Epifcap folito, 
warrant for Elders, none for Bifhops.. aly gy ten hb. 

But Calvin ‘himlelfe confefles, That the Seri- Duibis creo’ Aod 
pture doth promifcuofly ufe the words, Bilhops, Pref- munus injualtem erat, 
‘byters, Paftors, and Minifters, to fignifie thofe who presbyteros, Tom7 ‘ol 


doe exercife the Miniftery of the Word. And fayes, 2:85; De fiatu veteris 


À . . Esclejie.* 

ed Titust.5. are, x 

the Presbyters mentioned Titus t.5. are by the ; maonyo piped 
Context manifefted to bee no other but Doctors Exagrinme u 7 


or Teachers, becaufe Saint Paul prefently after “fefifime compro- 
- Bue UF batur enadém fle Epyxf- 


calleth thei Bifhops. PT ES Soe copem ata. Presiyreri z 

Which Saint Hierome ‘approves, faying, Jt qued antem poftea unus 

is most manifeft that Bifhop and Presbyter were all ae is a bia 

d P — = c3 i4 t Dif- 

one, and to avoyd Schilmes that the Church might matis remedium fillu 
not bee-broke, the Presbyters alwayes chofè oneand e — 

Presbyleri fein 


o ie : i . . P. OCE RNR M 
paai himina Degree above the rest calling him Bi- ex f cetna ia emr 
10p. 


-., ae gradu collocatum, 

Calvin * writing of the State of the Ancient 77/07 conmabart. 

rod Siabu veteria 

Church fayes, That the Presbyters ever chofe one EzclefeTom 740] 2:8. 

out of their number in every City, towhom [pecially 1% ex oem in fin- 
o 5 - 1 é 

they cave the Title of a Bifhop, that there {hold not an “ Titulo 


arife difcord out of equalitie. Beza, w (no-friend Epiicopi, &c. 
w Notaudum-in bce lote 


tothe Bifhops yet) acknowledges uponthat place bitten vy — 

(Againft an Elder receive not an accufation but be- presbyteri tum faiffe 

fore two or three witneffes) That Timothy was at T, Bezaanna- 
: A ! 5 ati Ss 

that time Antiftes, the Prelate or Prefident ¿z the eee 


Preshyterie at Ephefus.~ ~ poy 
t 4 B 3 P So 0 


6 A briefe Relation of Epitcopacie. 

~~ “1 °° So here'the exceptions taken againft thefe po: 
-fitive places of Scripture, are at the different in- 
terpretations of the words, Presbyters, Bifhops, 
or Prefidents, all Interpreters both ancient ‘and 
moderne acknowledging afuperiority. Where- 
1 zanchy Tom..7. fol, UPON Zanchee * well determines all thefe feru- 
583- ..... ples. Sayes he, athe Proteftant Churches wee have 
| aye e eile in effect both Bithops and Arch-Bifhops, which by 
‘(une reipfa epifeopi e Changing good Greeke names into ill Latine are called 
ArcbicEpifceps. Quos {uperintendent : and where they have neither of 

wautatis bonis Grech no . : 
minibusie mati Latinos tPCl¢ names, yet there are alwayes [ome chiefewith 
vocat fuperintendentes, whom is almoft all the Authoritie. If then the mat- 
ane Mags t e, ter is the fame, why doe we brabble abonit-namesè `: 
ahy eadi But fince there is matter of Argument to bee 
Me pick’d out of the Text, wee muft examine how 
the practice was in the next age to the Apoftles ; 
-whether then there was that parity of Minifters, 
fuch fanatiques dreame of. | > - 7 


Y 


Section 2. 
The feven Angels Were J even “BifLops. 


Q Aint Tobathe Divine, who writes To the feven 
Churches in Afia, tells usthe feven Starres are 

_ the Angels of the feven Churches. Which by the 
-phrafe of his-writing (defcribing their paines and 
their paffions) appeareto be men: “Forthe An- 
az  gellof Ephefus, I know thy workes, sh at 
thy 


Revelation 1.4. 
‘20. 


A briefe Relation of Epifcopacie. = =v 
thy patience, thou haft laboured and haf fainted, Re- 


member and repente » ~ -a 3. 
To the Angell of the C hutch į in Smyrna, I 
know thy tribilation and povertie.. ‘Tothe Angell a 


of the Church in Pergamos, Thos holdeft falt my er 
name, and haft not denyed my faith. f a 
To the Angell of the Church in: fi hyatira, D. 


I know: thy Charity, fervice; Faith and TENGE. 

- To:the Angell of Sardis, * Beewate falh, Jord * Revel. 5.2. 
es not found th ry works, parfei. | 

To the Angell of Philadelphia. ber ois haf bg, 
a phie firength, and haft not:denyed my word. | 

. To the Angell of the Church of the Frag 
Cebit © Becaufe Fine art Luke-warme aad- neither 
hot nor cold, Iwill fpem thee, out of. wy TOLLAR LEF 16. 

Andthat they were the Paftors of the Chur- 
ches is, collected out of. the lak of the Revelation, 
1- And I. efi kave fent mine Angell 10 | efiafi un- 4 22. 166 
to you hefe things in the. Ghurshes, „Ofn whieh 
Saint’ Ambrofe fayes,-* We mutt underftand the . Ammbrofius in Apita- 
feven Angels, to be-feven Geerars of the leven bps. 
Chay thes ut. hehe. 

> Beta tells US; by wath if ia came le E Bezain Apocalyps. 2613 - 

ftands the Prefi dent of the. Presbytery: Reynolds 
fayes, thename Bifhops was. given to the Angels, as 
Ministers to Presbyters., Of which Angels, Poly- 
carp. was-Bilhop of Smyrna § Who 25 Ireneus BEsfibins h 4. cap. 15s 
affirmes, was taughtand conftituted, Bifbop,oy.the 1ezeus : dze cap. 3 
Apofiles. - And Ballinger 1 notes, that Palycar- Bullin. ia Apoc. cong. 
pus had bene Bifhop of Smyraa, “thirteen Neares 


before the Revelation was given, and fo continued : 
many: 


E =) 
= 
+ 


tg 


‘A briefje Re View of Epilcopacie. 


Tgaalists in Epi, ad any yeares after: Ignativs * who lived in that time 


Eps, “i gi 


Hicronimus Catalog $ 


Scripte Eufed. Hit. “f] 


baz. Cap. l 


t 


j 
«vf 


mentions Qnefimus Bifhop of the Ephefians. 
‘Saint Hierome likewife recites many more Bis 
hops to have beene inthe time of the Apoftles. 


‘He confeffeth, That Lames the jeft fhortlie after the 


palfion of Chrift was made Bithop of Terafalem. In 
which Catalogue he fets forth, That Simon fuc- 
ceeded James in that Bifhoppricke ; That Timothy 


was’ Bifhop of Ephefus, “Titus of Creete:° 4nd 


that Polycarpus was Bifhop-of-Smyrna 7 Saint 
Wons time. TANNA a ee 
| So that by the feven“Angels being intettded 
thë feven Rulers, Governours, or Prefidents of 
feven’ Churches, muft Ex confequenti bee under- 
ftood the Bifhops of thofe Churches who lived in 
thattime. -+ Which receives {ome confirmation, 
in that the ‘Bifhdps of the fame feven Churches 
continued ‘their. Seés, arid “fubfcribéd to fome of 
the firft Councells. ‘As tothe Couricell of Nice, — 
Menophantes Bifhop of Ephefus ; *Eutychus of 
Smyrna, Serras of Thyativa, -Artemidorus of Sar- 
dis, Thomafion of Philadelphia, Nunechius of Las- 
dicea; And inthe Councell of Calcedon,Eutropi~ 
us of Pergamus, with all the-reft. a oy 
‘Nor -was there a skippe or vacancie from the 
Apoftles times to the Councells without them: — 
but we finde, notwitliftanding the great ‘perfecu- 
tions of thofe times, that they were not onely 
the immediate, but in many places the continued 
fucceffors of the Apoftles. i 
yr E E S Sect. 


er 


aft orige Kevie® of Epicopacie. 


a 


Section 3. 


a Py 


The continued fëccefion of Bifbops. 


Pvitius *fayes, To umes the brother of our 
**~~TLord furnamed the juft, the Throne of the 
Bifhopricke of the Church of Hierufalem was 
firft committed: And in his Hiftory and Chro- 
'nicle fets forth a continued fucceffion of the Bi- 
hops of Hierufalem from Tames to Macarius, whom 
hee noteth to have beene the 39. Bifhop of .Terufa- 
lem. p. i > 

Saint tA mbrofe relates, that Paul faw James 
(the LORDS brother ) at Ierufalem being made 
Bifhop of that place by the Apoftles. . 

St. Hierome ® mentions;that at Alexandria ever 
fince Marke the Evangelift untill the Bifhops Hera- 
clas and Dionyfius ,the Presbyters have alway® called 

"one, being chofen of themfelves, and placed him in a 
“higher degree, Bifbop, evenas an Army chufeth hen 
‘chieftaine. And that Anianus {ucceeded him, af- 
‘ter whom were A bilius and Cerdo in thé Apoftles 
time. i . 

And Eufebius and Socrates reckon 24. fuccef- 

“five Bifhops of Alexandria before the Counfell of 


Nim ` r - f 

` The fucceffion of the Bifhopsat Antioch be- 
-gan in the'Apoftlestime: Saint Jerome counts Ig- 
aL i C natius 


r 


3 Enfebins : Hiftor : Tib E 
2. CAD. I. 2301.3..92 
L7.¢.19-1.3.¢.h4.e17 


22. 


Homil § 3, 33> 


Ambrof: ine, 1, Epift. 
ad Galate 5 


bNamer Alexandria a 
Marco Evangelifa ufe 
ad Hera clamet Dyonifi- 
wit Epifcopos, presby- 
teri femper unum ex fe 
electi iz excelfiorigradis 
collocatum Epifcopum 
nominabant ,quomodo fi 
exercitus imperatorem 


faciat, Hieronymus ad 


Euagrinm. Nicephorus 
1. 14,39- ré 

Progmiun ia Matth.: 
Catalog zin Marco, 
Socrat.¢ lib. c.g. 


. , 


Chryfoftom, in att. € 


t 


io - Abriefe. Review of Epifcopacie. - 
Origen. in Howil. 6.48 natius the third Bifhop from Peter, As Eufebius 
ce hath it, Euodius fucceeded Peter, and then Ignatius, , 
Igeatins ad Smyrn: whom Saint Hierom mentions to have lived in our - 
Zgo vero poll refurref Saviours time reciting his owne words, I fav 
© quando venit ad Pe- Chrift in the fleh after bis Refurrettion when hee 
Nee +. eosqucum came to Peter and thufe that were with him, and faid, 
Gufeblib.7.c.21. handle mee and fee me : Eufebius reckons 20. fuc- 
ceffive Bifhops of that See imhistime, Theodoret 
and fome others reckon inal] 28. before the great 
Councell of Nice, Anno 320. 

_ At Ephefus appeares alfo a continued fuccef- 
: fòn, not only in the Apoftles time of Fimothy... 
cEufebiusl. 5,c.25. ad Onefivans, and Polycrates. But that © from Timothy — 
a 40 to the Councell of Chalcedon, there was a continued; 
fucceffion of Bifbops. For Stephanus the Bifhop of 

Ephefus being depofed, queftion arifing whether the 

- new Bifhop who was to {ucceed, were to bee chofen by 

D 7 the Counfel, or by the Synod of Afia. Leontius the 
è Concil : Chalcedon , Bifbop of Magnefia $ inthe Province of Affa alleadg- 
Aa 11 ed, that from Timothy to'that time there had beene 


cHieron : de viris illune a.y b 
firibus, Fox his'Mar- TWENUE feven Bifhops of EPHESUS all ordeyned 


tyrs. fol. 34. there. ; 
HE IA aa At Rome the firft were Peter and Pail both Bi- 


Freneusiib. 3. cap.3. {hops and Apoftles, and about Agno 56, Peter - 
Fundantes igitar beati and Paul ordained Linus Bifhop of Rome ‘whom 
rit Eecltfiam, Cine Anacletus fucceeded, and after him Clemens, This 
fuccedit ci Anacletus,popp Clemens who was third fucceffive Bithop, Irenaeus 
Hie ad A iL relates to have lived in the Apofiles times and con- 
i(copatu for : "at á 
Aek A vidir ip-“Verfed with them; afier him fucceedid Enarifius, 
fos Apoftoles & contulit Sixtas, Ti elefphorus, Higinus, Pius, Anicetus, Soter, 
oiu Aa and Eleutherius, who wasthe 12". fucceffive Bi- 


Fox Martyrs s4.falro : 
k C ” fhop of Rome. . This 
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“This Elehtherius {ent over Fugacius and Di- 
ianus to Lucias King of Britaine, that converted 


this Ifle, and inftituted Bifhops here, who have 


continued ever fince. Thefe few may be enough 
to prove a continued fucceffion, though as much 
might bee done for moft of the Ancient Chur- 
ches; of which fayes Iveneus, dgnitio vera eft Apo- 
flolorun Dottrina, Gy Antiquus Ecclefie ftatus in 
univerfo mundo fecundum fuccefsiones Edam, 
quibus illi eamque in unoquos, loco eft, Ecclefiam tra- 
diderunt. Ay f T. 

“But the great perfectitions of thofe times 
confidered, it is anevidence of the great mercy 
of G o p-to pfeferve that order, that there 
-was any one vifible fucceffion in any one Church. 

Yet had they beene extinét, Saint Hrerome 
fayes of them.in generall,; That 4 Bifhops are the 
fueceffors of the Apoftles : Saint Cyprian, Bifhops 
are the fucceffors of thé Apis, ` and that they an- 
- fwer tothe High Prief inthe Lav. . So teftifie Ire- 
nans and Tertullian, That as Smyrna had Polycarpe 
from Saint John, and Rome Clement by the appoint- 
ment of Peter, So the rest of the Churches can fhew 
fuch as were ordained Bifhops by the Apostles and 
> have derived the fame Apoftolicall Fuccefion to them, 
with which agrees Ireneus in that : faith he,we cas 
reckon thofe which were ordained Bifhops in the 
Churches by the Apoftles dad their fucceffors evento 
our age, and have derived the fame Apoftolicall 
fucceffion to them. 


at 


Tf the Ancients give all this unanfwerable. 


C2 Teftimo- 


ut 


Bifhop Ufher BritsEcelef, 
primordijs fol. 4s & § 9 


Frenens Vibe qe.bge 


Hieronymus ad Enage > 


Cyprian. lib : 4. Epift: g: 


Jrenem 1.4.€.63 1.3 .€.2 
Oyos ab Apoftolis in €- 
pifeopatum _confiitutot 
Apostolic feminis tradu- 
ces habent. 

Tertul: de preferiptio- 
nibusadid > Heyet.c.32 


Ireneus hb.3.¢.3. Habe- 
mus annsmerave eos qut 
ab Apoftelis inflitutifune 
Epifcopi im Ecclefys å 
ad nos. 


12- 


Cartwright b2. pa g69. 
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Teftimony of them; It is by. thefe-and many 
more that might be given undeniable, -but that. 
they were inthe time of the Apoftles, inftituted, 
by the Apoftles,. and continued ever fince,- Nor. 
can any man that. will acknowledge Truth, Hi- 
ftory, or Fathers, deny it.. — 

Matter Cartwright was hard put to it when he 
could not deny but that Saint Marke was inftitu- 
ted Bifkop of Alexandria: “Yet (fayes he) from 
the first day when this device was eftabtifhed, corrup- 
tion grew inthe Church, and thatthe firft refiftance 
by any fetled C u ur cw againft that corruption, 
svas by thofe that abolifhed that device of man, and 
received the order of the Apoftles touching theequa= 
litie of- Minifters, as the Bohemians, thofe of Ger- 
manie and ‘Geneva. 

© So here is a cleere Confeffion that for fifteene 
hundred and odde yeares after Chrift, the order 
of Epifcopacie, was never queftioned, nor pari- 


_ eof Minifters fer a foote by.any Church... 


‘Next I fhall fhew che Authorities. 
i y ly F i 7 ə 
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= SCOR Ac ai. 
Thar Ki were: Diocefan Bifhops: ae 


[ts etange to fee ae ted eur its me : 
the obftinate, poe as ate ‘fencelefic, -againft the 


iti ae 


foe there 
Ly N a 
“Thete were no patties fill ve) veaies 3 alter Antwan, to ‘thokonden 

Chrift, as one of their owne ftraine collects out eu iy Ae Poles 
of Polydore Kirgil, biit the Chrijtian meetings were Tee : n u ‘a 
in Holes . te Caves under ground x rather AREN I i. Ten enaz 

le or- publikë places.” < Ae sa 
i 3 Yet he muft. béleeve” “Chit iy ig 
more ftreightned then i indeed it was, yee 
| Rome, or Hierufalem, of CA ntioch, of eae rid, 
or. Ephefus being fo great. Cities ‘had but’. one 
paiticular ` Congregation of. Chriftians, ; for wee 
never finde mention of any mote bit-one’ Bifhop 
in any of thefe, nor was a Bifhops See confined i 
only toa Cittie, but fayes Calvin, witing ¢ Of thè Cavias taftitur i14.. 
Ancient State of the Chuxch before the Papacie. * Sru 
~ i — To~ 


2yr bikli Ret ‘sD 


DEEA 
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labled tee To every Cittie was attributed a certaine Region or 
preted resindefurmerce, Country, which from thence {ould receive their Pref- 
ee. ; byters;-and be- reckoned ;at being of the body of thas 

- Church. Dut E *. S 
So though thefe Dioceffes, were not then di- 
vided into Parifhes, yet the Cittie and Coun- 
‘trey adjacent madea Competent Dioceffe. . 
‘Moulins Buckler of -Afoulin obferves,that tt was hard in all Antiquity 
faith 346. ‘to find examples of two Bifhops in one Town, for genea 
rall Custome was againft it. As Theodoret, Chryfo- 
flome, and Hiereme upon the firt: Chapter to the 
o,- 1 Philippians witnefle, and Augustine inhis 110. 
Bein. die Mes Me! Oe a 
Saint Cyprian teaches that /# one Church (méa-` 
- ning one Dioceffe) there muft be but one Bifhop,and 
that to fet wp a fecond were to make aSchifme, and 
= *_— torendin peeces the body of Chrift. “Which is ful- 
BezaDe gradibus Min Jer explained by, Beza, teftifying that Anciently 
fen the Churches were Dioce(fes, and that in their chiefe 
Towne of every Diocefee, the firft Presbyter, who af- 
=: terwards beganto be called Bifhop (which hath been 
proved to beinthe Apoftlestimes) was fet over : 
his fellow Presbyters, And if the Country was of 
larger extent, then that allupon every occafion could 
mecte in the Citie, they had alfo Chorepifcopi, that 
Calvin Loflitut.gc4 B, AR ‘or Vice-Bihops: Calvin ikewife tefti- 
Se& i fies the fame. If the Bifhopricke were larger then 
he could di{charge, all the offices of a Bifhop tn every 
_ place, Rurall Bifhops were fubftituted to fupplie hes 
place: (which I conceiveto differ butlittle from 
~ » ourRurall Deanes, or Arch-Deacons) But 7 fo 
” arre 


‘Lib;3 Epift.2.Lib 13.4. 
-Epitta. 
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farre from giving colour fortwo Bifhops in one 
Dioceffe, that it was helda Schifme fitto be re- 
pentedof, that Novation a fecond Bifhop was or- 
dained at Rome, and [ome of the Cleargie who hadaf- oi, Epibol. apud 
fened toit moved with Repentance, and returning cypr +13. ep. ir. 
from Schifme unto the Church confeffed their error, et 
Nos erroremnoftrum confitemur, cre. So care- 
full. were the Ancients of preferving rhe.honor: 
and degree of Bifhops inthe extent of their Dio- 
ceffe; That-at the Counfell at Sardicanotlong Coxciium Sardic:cap.6 
after the Counfell at Nice celebrated by 341. Bi- 
fhops it is determined, that jt x fimply unlawfill te - 
constitute a Bifhop iz a village or {mall Cittie, leaf > > 
the name and authoritie of a Bifhop grow into con- 
tempt. The fame in the Counfell of, Laodices, 
That no Bifhops ought to bee placed in Villages and CoxciliumLaadicemess - 
Country Townes, but vifitors. To whichaddethe cse tolti. e a 
Counfell of Toledo held almoft one thoufand a8 
yeares fiice, which though latter then the for- 
mer, was much before the Papacie, wherein ’tis > 
decreed; Therefore if any man fhallcaufea B 1- 
snop $o bee made in thofe places, where a Bi- Sò Bochardis Decrets. 
{hop never was, let himbe Anathemain the fight +503% 
of God A lmightie, and moreover let both the ordey- 
ner and the ordeyned lofe the degree of his order, be- 
- caufe be hath prefumed to.overthrow not only the De- 
eres of the A ancient, Fathers, but alfothe A pofto-.. <r 
licall Ordinance. l 23 
Nor were their. Dioceffès then of fuchnar-- Epifola ad Leonemmag-. 
row bounds, when Theodoret Bifhop of Cyprus "um: = ` 
fayes of himfelfe, that he was Paftor of Boo. Pa- 
rifhes, . Neither. : : 


ie 


=~ 


J 
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Neither were thefe Dioceffes only diftingue < 

fhed for“convénience, and all Paftors had equall 

power every where; but they had particular Jurif- 

~ . diction in their feverall Precinéts even fromthe 

o, œ + . tApoftles times, as was alleadged by the Bifhop of 

Concit s €pbef + pofi ad- CIPS ‘againft the Bifhop of Antioch in the 

ventEpifeeporurs Cypri, Councell of Ephefus for encroaching upon his 

‘Dioceffe, which thing the Counfell cenfured as an 

Tanovation contraryto therntes of the Apoftles, and 

/ + © determined that zo Bifhop fhould have to doe with 

any Country or Province which had not even fromthe 

_— E e beginning belonged to his Sea. And inthe Coun- 

Concils Ancyra: 18 CELL of Sardis,and Ancyra, it is decreed, if a Bi- 

fhop ordaine a Minifter in another Dioceffe ont of his 

owne, it Wypoyde. © > roan 

Boddin Hifors Angl: Inthe Synod heldin England, Arzo 673. itis 

Lqcrg.cani2- & 6 decreed; that mo Bifhop: fhould invade theDiocefeof 

> another, nor extercife any preiftly funtion without 

the leave of the Bifhop in whofe Dioceffethey are. 

E - Thefe few I have felected out of fo many Au- 

- thorities (as.to recite all would filla Volume) and 

i Ou o O Ereft fatishedavith the fewer,becaufe bóth'Scrip- 

-720 ture, and all Antiquities giveius Prefidents ftore, 

‘Aifatutis a P gute & of Bifhops, of Cities, Provinces, Nations : As 

Barnaba Britannorum Rome! Antioch, Alexandria, Hterufalem, Conftanti- 
Epifcopus ardinatus: nople, E phefus Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, à 

ai a Philadelphia, Laodicea, and ofthe Cretians, Afians, 

Géclefiarnus primordijs Syrians, Cyprians, Lycaonians, Ġylicians, and to O~ 

He cee aats Mit very Many more,and come nearer home. We 

— and diverfe Authors read: thatAvi/lobulus inthe yeare, 56., after Chrift 

ah was ordained Bifbop.of the Britaines. Yet no Age 


To 


3 E E a . nor 


os A 


hes 
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nor ftory gives us Prefident of any Bifhop of a Pa- 
rifh, very rarely of a {mall Citie. ; 


47 


If then their Inftitution were Apoftolicall, 


their fucceffion unqueftionable, their Dioceffian 


limits the fame, whence is it that we are fo irre- 


concileably at odds with them ¢ 

Marry their owne Coate thinke they overtop 
them in {uperiority, affuming Iurifdiction, Ordi- 
nation and the power of the keyes tothemfelves. 
Let us examine whether thefe be late encroach- 
ments, or of Antiquity. ihe 


Seftion 5. 
_ That the Clergie oughtto be fuperiors 


one to another. : 
He Scripture gives us our firft light of fuch 
_* diftinGion of degrees in the Miniftery ; faith 
Saint Paul, God hath fet fome in the Church, firft 
Apoftles, fecondarily Prophets thirdly Teachers after 
that Miracles, then gifts of Healings, helpes in Go- 
vernments, Diverfities of tongues. And as he hath 
put a priority of degrees in thefe, fo are their offi- 
ces diftin&, as Saint Ambrofe ayes. There is ane 
thing which God requires of aBifhop, another of a 
_ Presbyter, another of a Deacon. 


And that thefe were of feverall prehemunen-. 


ces, venerable Bede puts it out of queftion, for 
D - faith 


T Corin, 12.28.  } 


Ambrof. de dignitat : 
Sacerdotum. c. 3. 


"Eg Beda.in LRC: tos 
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Damafas Epil $4," 


Ignatius Epiftole ad 
Tralbanos. 

Ep'feopis (wbjecti eftis 

velat Domino, prefbyte- 

ris ut Christi Apoftotis: 

Jterum Epifcopus Typä 
Dei Patris omnium ge- 

rit: prefbyteri [unt con- 
fefus quidem econjun. 

Gus 4yoftolorum cots. 
ignatius Epifiol, ad, 
Adagnefios. 
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faith hee, 4s no man doubteth but the twelve Apo 
les did. premonftrate the forme of Bifbops , fo the fe- 
venty did beare the figure of the Presbyters and fecond 


ero Priests. ’ a 
ith this the fathers, Saint Cyprian, Ambrofe, 
Hicrome,Auguftine agree. That thefe tvo degrees 
of Ministers were ordeyned by Chrift when he appoin- 
ted twelve Apoffles (whofe {ueceffors are Be-Bi hops ) 
dnd {-venty difciples whom the Présbiters fucceed,thefe 
Damafus feconds faying, Among the Difciples of 
Chrif we know but two orders , that is of the twelve 
Apostles, and feventy Difciples. : 

“Arid Tenatins the Pupillof Saint- John, diftin- 
guifhes both the orders and fuperiority of thefe 
orders; advifing the Trallians to be fubjec# to their 
Bifhop as to-their Lord:,:and to the prefbyters as to the 
Apoftles of Chrif The Bifhop bears the Type of Ged the 
Father of al, the presbyters are as the fellowfhip of the 
Apoftles. And what (faith he)is the Bifhop but he that 
hath power over al? In another of his Epiftles-he ad- 
vifes the Magnefians, That as: Chrift doth nothing 
without his father; fo doe you nothing without the Bi-- 
flop; whether you be presbyter , Deacon or Layman, 


. This both fhewesa fuperiority in degrees, and ex- 


Clemens Epiflola aa - 


Kefiann Epift, ie 


cludes Lay Elders out of the Prefbytery. 

That thefe are not of equall degree and power; 
Clement one of the Succeffors of Saint Peter tefti- 
fies this to be the dodfrine of Peter, according to the 
Inititution of Christ diresting,that Presbyters fhould ` 


‘be obedient to their Bilbeps in allthings. And in his 


third Epiftle. ‘advifes Presbyters, and Deacons, and 
‘a othey-« 
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others of the Cleargie to take heed that they doe no- 
thing without the Licence of the Bifbop. ` 

Saint Auttin, being himfelfe a Bifhop, as care- Burehardus cytes this 
full they fhould not forgettheir duties and pre- of Saint dujlin. De- 
fume a parity,tels them.You Presbyters, know ye that on fi AF 
your degree isthe fecondand next to ours; for even as Ambr: Offic.l. 2. c24. 
Bifhops have the place of the Apoftles in the Church, k ae a 
even fo the Presbyters of the other diftiples:the former hea ght way through 
have the degree of Aaron, the high Prieft, the later of prise. “Sa 
his fonnes. With whofe opinion agrees that of p auch era 
Hicrome , That the Bifhops, Presbyters, ana-Dea- Hieronymus adEuagr 


H; ere yl in fine,ad Nepoti. Ep.2. 
cons are anfwerable to the High Priefts Briefs , and Oued aaron o> fije. 


Levites. : oa FW - jus boc Epifcopum & 
Saint.Cyprian obfetves it asanill'figne; when Pre/byteros efe novimus, 
ian T . . awe Cyprian. lib. 3. Ep. 14. 
presbyters wreftle for parity withtheir: Bifhops: 
what danger ({ayeshe) is not to be feared by offen- 
ding the Lord, when fome of the Priefts not remem- 
bring their place, neither thinking they have a Bifhop 
fet over them , challenge the whole unto themfelves, 
even withthe reproach and contempt of him that is ‘ 
fet over them? Epiphanius writing of the Arian He- gyiphan s con. ber.75. 
refieholds it, The [peech ofa Devill rather then a Aug. Har 53. 
man, that there was no difference between a Bifbop and $€ i eae 
a Presbytery And inthe Acts ofthe Synod of rien fnit, nibil dif. 
Chalcedon the difproportion was conceived fuch, ft Epifcopus a prefty- 
that when Pafchanius and Lucentitis declared,that “7” 
to bring back a Bifhop to the degree of a presbyter, was Ex feed i i 
Sacriledgethe whole councell anfwered, we all fay parhip, X 
the fame,the judgement of the Fathers is upright. 
Through which degrees , the Ancient Fathers 
rofe gradatim to their preferments, not being at 
D 2 the 


20 
Cyprian tib. 4. Epiftezs. 
y“ Suerdoty fublime 
faftigin cuntu Reigi- 
anis gradibus afcendits. 


ry 


` ‘unpleafin 


Hiftor: Aaguilan.s Coar-. 


felfion- per'Çhytrs. 


Tası. $5 
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the firt call, allequalls: Saint Cyprian writes of | 
Cornelius, That he came tothe Bifboprick not fud- 
denly, but having bin promoted through all the Eccle- 
fiasticall offices, he afcended to the height of Priest- 
“hood by all the degrees of Religion. Which degree 
and fuperiority was ftill kept in the Reformed 
Churches, though fuch had beene the corrupti- 
ons of Popery, that the name Bifhop,was growne: 
g to them, As may appeare by the 4#- 
gufan Contefiion. : 

Ministers (fay they) may bereduced imo three ` 
Orders, Deacons , : Paftors ; and Superintendents. 
Deacons wee call young Ministers who are joyued to 
Paflors, Pastors to whom fome Church though alone 
is committed, fuperintendents wee call thofe who are 
fet over other Pastors and Deacons: Which whe- 
ther they. differ in any thing but inname-from Bi- 
fhops, as Zanchie hath formerly teftitied, ufing a 
bad Latine for a good Greeke Word, F appealeta. 
every impartiall Reader.. `` 


Sects 6. 


Let mnes: fee, whether they affune a: 
, power their Predecefsors bad not. 


. VEE fee Saint Paul committed to Titus. 
both Iurifdiétion and ordination when he 

fayes, for this caufe left Ithee in Creete, that thou: 
j fhouldst 


-S 
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fhouldt fet in order the things that are wanting, and 
ordaine Elders in every Citie as I have appointed: 
thee. á l 
Whence Du-Moulin concludes that Paulgave Moulins Comment 3 ix 
to Titus fome preheminence over thercft. Likewife * T ` 
in that hee fayes to Timothy, Rebuke not an Elder, tTimoih. s.r. 
andagaine, Against an Elder receive not an accufa- 
rion,out before two or three witnefes I charge thee be- P 
fore God-and the Lord Iefus and his Elect Angels that > 
shou obferve thefe things without prejudiceor partia- 
litie. ` Du-Moulin collects thence, That Saint py ijn te 
Paul feemes to give Timothy a Tribunal over other in 1 Timsu 
Minifters. 4 ee angel Tia, y ere echt Timethes 
» And ‘the like is iinplyed'in that Text of the gp, “I4 Mini- 
Angell of the Church of Ephefws, Revelati.2.1. 
where is mentioned but one Angell, though there 
weremany Priefts inthe Cities.. Whereupon he 
obfervess\ That if fuperiority werean evil thing, seoxtins comment: up- 
Gad would not have given power tothe Apoftles over onRevel.2. 1. 
the reft of the Cleargie. A- 
Which notes of his, - his fonneingenuoufly ztontns Letter fal20 
obferves, were his private Marginall Collections 
for the {atisfaction of: hisowne Confcience, but: 
thefe are but of a late edition, fome willfay ; Let 
us then fee whether the Ancients fo expounded 
the intention of the Apoftle by the practice of 
their times. <- ~- . 
M". Fox in his Martyrs having recited feverall 
of the firft’Bifhops after the Apoftles times, ob- 
ferves that thereremaines little of them, but certain 
decretall. Epiftles. containing little fisbftance of dott- (er, 
y DAJ rine, i 


Fox Martyrs foh 32; 


t 


Kgnatinsad Trais 


Sajat Hierome de S:p- 
tems ordinibus Ecclefie, 
De precipuo gradi qui 
erdo Spifcopaliset. 

Fabrica Dei pracst, &6. 
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rine, but Lawes, Injunttions, and decrees, whereby 
itfhould appeare, that they had then Iurifdi@tion 


of Lawes and Decrees. 


And though there were many Degrees of 
Minifters, in the Church, (which word Church 
is generally taken for all the Churches of a Pro- 
vince) yet was there but one who was the Go- 
vernor of the Church, bearing, as faith Ignatiws, 
The fivay of authority above and over themall.. > 
~ Saint Hierome in his Tractate of the feven ot- 
ders of the Church, fayes, he comes to intreate of 
the chiefe.degree of the Church which ts the power of 
Bifh p. The power whereof he thus expreffeth: He 


. governeth the Church of God, he fheweth what every 


Cones Antive $ Cdd 


Canon Apoitel’s 30. ali- 
a 31. 


Concik Ghakedon: avi:4 


a 
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one ought to doe, he condemneth, he receiveth, he bin- 
deth, he loofeth that which is bound, he hath the keyes 
of the Kingdome of Heaven, he openeth.and fhutteth 
the Throne of God having nothing above him: c= 
cording to the confent of thefe fathers, doth the 
Counfell of Antioch conclude, that whatfoever 
things appertaine tothe Church are to bee governed, 
Hustanded, and difpofed by the judgment and autho- 
ritie of the Bifhop,to whofe truft the whole people is 
committed, and the foriles of the Congregation: 

` The Ancient Cannon called the Apoftles, ap- 
pointeth that fuch a Presbyter- as willof bis owne 
Authority without the appointment of the Bifhop hold 
affemblies-for the fervice of God and ufe of the Sa- 
craments, that he fhould be depos'd as ambitious. The 
fame confirm’d in the Counfell of Antioch inthe 
fifth Canon, which being recited in hes 

a Ge 
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cell of Chalcedon,all the Bifhops gave it this Ac- 
Clamation.. This 5 a juf Rule, this is the Rule-of the 
Fathers.. es 8 

In the Councell of Carthage it was determi- 
ned, that, if: any Presbiter [welling with pride a- 
gainft his Bifbop {hall make aSchifine, withdrawing 
himfelfe from the Communids of his Bifbop, let him 
be Anathema. 

«The Counfell of Africa ordained, that Tf any 
man fly the Canonical fentence of his owae B:fhop, 
go man fhould receive him intathe Communion. : © 
+ - Greg: holds, The Bifhops havenow ia the Chivch 
the places (of the LA poftles) they which have that 

“degree of Regiment have Authoritie to bind and loofe. 

‘Calvin no friend of Epifcopall Turifdiction, yet 
feemes. tovimply.aneceffitie of fome in them, for 
(fayes he,) if we could hawe true’ Bifhops (which he 
{pokesin ‘refpect of the Popifh Bifhops)J fhould 
allow them fome authoritie ; though not fo much as 
they aske, yet as much as ts requifite to Ecclefiafticall 
ight: Cranes 0" I Meats a a. a 
- So then wee’ fee the-Ancient Fathers appro- 
ved and prattifed this Iurifdiction, the Councells 
ratified andvenlarged it, the ftri¢teft Reformer 
thought it neceffary. And if it fnll now be af- 
faúlted with violence, Tfhall only repeate Saint 
Cyprians words. If it be fo that what men cannot doe 
by right and equitie, they may accompli by rafh and 
defperate Courfes, then farewell the vigour of Epif- 


copall Authority, and that high and divine power of 


Governing the Church, 
p" Sect. 


& 3. 


Cont: Carth: grets e, 
AO Wile 


Concil ; Affric. cap, 9, 


Gregory lib.g o; Hart 25 


Calvin Jnflitut $ 
crz arto a 
Sane fi veri efent Zpif- 
coptaliquid cis hac in 
parte antboritatis tri- 
buevem, on quantum 
foi poftutant,’ fed - ad 
Qantu ad Politians 
Ecelefie vite ordinanca 
requivituy. 


lib.q, 


Cyprian, lib. r. Epithy. 
ditium efbce Epijtopa- 


Lusvigare,.@ de Bek fia . 
gulernande [ubl ac 
Divina poteftate.. 


ai Cor tae 


6 1 Tim. 1 


+ 
\ ` 


Numb, £6. 10. 
2 Sam.6. 
2 Chron. 26. 


chryf-Homil. 5.de ver- 
bis Efaiæ vidi Domini. 
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Section 7. 


` The next exception ts tothe power 
`; of Ordination. Ayi 


NTO doubt Saint Paul had å more immediate, a 
much greater illumination of the holy Spirit 
then any of our late pretenders to infpiration 
can lay claime to, having both an immediate and 
miraculous calling by Chrift himfelfe, yet wee 
find him rather reproving other for intruding into 
the Miniftery, then approving every matis illu- 
minated fancie: He askes, are all Teachers *? If 
the whole body were eye, where were the hearing, ert. 
And he checks fuch ss defire to be Teachers of the 
Law understanding neither what they fay nor wher 
of they affirme, of which they could not be igno- 
rant,ifevery man whom the {pirit moved muft be 
inftantly in{pited, as thefe men hold. Zvtrufion up- 
on men (fayes one) % injurious, Vpon God facri- 
legious. The examples of Korah whom the earth 
fwallowed up, Uzzah ftrucken dead, Ussxiah | 
plagued -with Leprofie for the invading the 
Priefts office, are well knowne. Saint Chryfostome 
obferves of the laft, that hee entred the Temple to 
nfurp the Pricit-hood, and lost his kingdome, being 
ambitious to become more venerable, he became more 
execrable. wi $. 


> 


| 
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So that neither in the old law nor under the 
Gofpell doe we read of any admitted into the 
Priefthood or Miniftery, but fuch as either were 
chofen and fet a part by God as theLevites,immie- 
diatly called by Chrift himfelfe, or {pecially or- 
dained by the Apoftles.. But we fee Saint Paul, 
both ordeyned Minifters, and gave them power 
of ordination of others. For this caufe ({ayes he to 
Titus) left I thee in Crete, that thou fhouldst fet in or- 
der the things that are wanting , and ordeine Elders 
in every Citie, as Thad appointed thee, — 

Yet fome that admita neceffity of orders, dif- 
pute notthe manner ofthe Apoftles ordination, 
by laying on of hands, (as inthe Aéts , when the 
Apoftles which svere at Terufalem heard that Samaria 
had received the word of God., they fent unto them 


Peter and Iohn,who when they were come downe, pray- ° 


ed for them that they might receive the holy Ghoft. 
Then they laid their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Ghoft : ) But they except that the Bifhops 
ufurpe the power of fole Ordination to: them- 
felves which (fay they) is contrary to the praétife 
of the Apoftles,it being not the Act of the Apoft- 
le or Bifhop, but of the whole Prefbytery: which 
they ground upon that of Saint Paul to Timothy. 
Neglect not the gift that isinthee , which was given 
thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the 
Presbytery. - l ; 
_ Sothatthey fay the whole Clergy are inte- 
refted inthe Ordination of every Minifter taking 
the Latin word Presbyterium which imports a 
office 


25 


Titus 1.52 


A&s 8, I4. 


1 Tinke 4: 14s 
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office of Priefthood for the Presbytery, collective, 
that is, forthe whole body of the- Miniftery, 
where the Ancients give it an expofition clearely, 
Anfen int. Tim 4.14 otherwife Anfelme upon this place fayes , He 
See sa ef a i aketh of that impofition of hands , which was ufed 
impoftiore manuum. at his ordination which impofition of hands was Pres- 
preflyterj. = byterij, of the Presbyterie or Priefihood, rendring a 
reafon why it was faid Presbytery, Becanfe (faith 
he) 1t was the impofition of the hands of a Presbyter, 
Lyra in 1Tim.4. 14- that is, Paul, who mpofed hands uponhim. With 
FAA A whofe interpretation Lyra, npon the fame Text a- 
prefiyteriuin pro E, ifco- STEES, That the Pres byterie, 1s the dignity or offic € of 
ge a Presbyter, and that in this place, Presbyterium 7s 
~ taken for the office of a Bifhop. 
Chiylol z Homil. 3. in ` Saint Chryfostome excludeth the Presbytery 
1Timothe (faying) The Presbyters could not lay hands on a Bi- 
Be * fop. «With whom accords Theophylac# , onthe 
SO en in t- ad fneplace,taking thePresbytery forthe Bifhop, 
Adverte quantum va- marke :(fayès he) what force the impofing of the 
fe a anua hands of the Bifhop hath.» ya ae "i 
Ma inflidtifions. L Calvin givesiit a clearer {atiffation, explayning 
er 3,  thatpkee of Saint Paul; not to be intended of the - 
ee yiri) COlledge of Seniors, ’ but of the ordination it felf, 
dicitur nop.ita: ag tpio ag if he had fidi Bnddevour ‘Wat ithe grat e which 
quale ae de Senio- by immpofiteon of hand thon didft receive when I made. 
fed bos te nineurdina’ Mide neue benotinvaines oo P 
tionem ipfam, intelligo > ` Bue whether by, the Presbytery Saint Paul 
ee a cm era here meant the whole Miniftery , or the office of . 
impofitionem vecepiti, PrielthOood,if we -will/give him leave to be his 
Le d prefeyt H owie interpreter, hëswill take away all Contro- 
OTE itfi; far afterwirds; inhis cond Epiftle to 
| FD i the 
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the fame Timothy, he puts Kim in remembrance, m. 
That thou ftirre up the gift of God which is in thee , by z Timi t.6. 
the putting on. of my hands, . A 

Vpon which place Calvin obferves, that #0t catvins tattien :t4 
any more impofed hands on Timothy , And Dionyfius in fine. 
Carthus:expounds Manuum Prefoyterij, id eft (faith 
he) Manuum Mearum, that is, of my hands who did 
ordeine thee Bifhop Hence it is, that the Canon cal- Downeham 7,3. fol 0. 
led the Apoftles, appoints that a Presbyter, and fo Apotol: Canon tc... 
4 Deacon may be ordeined of one. Andthe Fathers on. gg: 
of the African Councell agree, that ove Bifhop Sr cai: ae cee 
many ordeine many Presbyters , but (fay they ) a Bi- Spiltopis ne ordinetur, 
hop cannot be ordained but by many Bifhops. jae Spiele 

Saint Chryfoflome, defcribeth the Bifhop by his Ce finas. de Sacerd, 
property, hee that is to ordeine us. The people of Pofidonius de vita Au- 
Hippo wanting a Presbyter, lay hold on Auguftine and F 
bring him to Valerius the Bilbop to ordeine bim. .. . 

- Durdndus Ingenuoutly oblerves, that fuch rites). ag. 
as were inthe new Testament were ficurated in the old go ° “t+ 
Law. And in the old Law a Bilhop or chiefe Prieft by Ea que funt innovate- 
Divine ordination, had a {peciall Confecration above © i fame N 
fimple Priefts', as inthe eight of Leviticus, onely the jedin veterilege Enfo- 
head ofthe chiefe Prieft (who had power to ordaine P% feu [ummus Sacer- 
others and to whom onely it was lawfull to enter the a 
Holy of the Holyeft) was anointed with the anointing cong terapion © ad fpe- 
syle (therefore ines bojs fim ikewifera bee of Di. Cent fn 
vine ordination , That the head of the Bijhop how l 


chiefe Prieft, [ould be anointed to fome fpeciall alt to a 


him only belonging asto ordain Miniflers and fuchlike 
‘All- which places'doe affirmatively: prove that 

a Bifhop muft ordeitie!Minifters. -Yer doe. not 
mii k o obferve 
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obferve that our Bifhops doe ingrofle tothem- 
felves what they are charged with (fole Ordinati- 
on) as if they excluded the prefence of the reft 
of the Miniftery, Neither, in their practife 
which we know to bee otherwife (they alwayes 
calling fome to be prefent,) nor in their pofitions, 
but as Bifhop Hall fayes, this power ts fo ours, a 
that it fhould not bee without us, itis enough that 
regularly it fhould bee the AG of the Bifhop. 

Yet we fee {uch a propriety was attributed in 
antiquitie, that diverfe of the Ancient Councels 
inhibited the exercife of ordination by their Cho- 

Conilz Anyra.c. 13. repif{copi, or Country Bifhops. The Couneell of 

A A ncyra being before the Councell of Nice, de- 

termined it to be unlawfull for Country Bifhops 

to ordaine Presbyters or Deacons. Which receives 

a more particular ‘limitation by the Councell of 

Antioch. That Bifhops placed im the Townes and 

Countries called: Chorepifcopi, although they had re- 

ceived the Ordination of Bifhops, yet they [hould know 

their owne meafurc, &c. and-not prefume-to ordaine 

“Minifters or Deacons, without the Bi[hop in the Citie, 

whereunto both himfelfe and the Country are fubject. 

But if any fhall transgre(fe this decree, he fhall be de- 

prived of that honour which he hath. | 

. . «+3 §o we'fee the power of Ordination was af- _ 

Catuin tratters dewe-,fitmatively in them, negatively could not bee ~ 

eeffitate reformande Withoutthem. ‘Nor would Calvin abridge them 

Ecclefie. Poteflatem ne” this right, but fayes hee, Let Bifhops retaine the 

minandi © ordinandi | he a . : 

sda cae’ power of naming and ordaining. Not affenting to 

‘the vaine affertions of fuch Novellifts, as prefume 
te upon 


Concil; Antioch: ¢.r9. 
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upon an inward calling neglecting the Ordination 
of the Bifhop whom Melanéthon more ablolutely 4, .¢nin Son WE 
convinces, Holding it Neceffary that Paffors mut sos. 
be ordained by Paftors, and that it was the ancient N Hes ch PafloresaPa 
Cuftome that the Church chofè (that was fach to fume r fee Mea 


whom the Church had committed the care) and fia,hoc eft, brquibu: eam 
rem comimifit Ecclefia s 


this was bythe judgment and approbation of the Bi- ter sonnii R A 
fhop that ordaized. approbatio Epifcopi ordi- 
And of what confequence it istoall Prote- #antzs. 
ftants that this power of Ordination be kept ina 
proper courfe according to its firft infticution,that 
we hazard not the loffe of a lawfull Miniftery we | 
may judge by that of Melanéthon, whofe opini- ‘Aomin pars 4. fol. 
onit was, that God faves not without that Ministe- Nam neq, [olvat Deus 
rie, which he ordained, according to that faying. He five ilo miniferio, quod 
that beleeves and was baptized : Neither can the ee ‘Oui git 


Cuurc u exif, this Minifterie being extin- & Baptizatus fuerit; 
, neg, Ecclefia existere po. 


guilhed. . _g ~ tel extintto boc mini- 
Saint Cyprian much his Ancient more Empha- ferio. 


tically expreffeth himfelfe; That if Bifhops be ta- 51 Epiftopi nobisexcide- 


we 


e l i rint libellum vepudy 
ken away, it is neceffariethe Church muft fue a Bill of Deoperere a, E 


Divorce from God, becaufe it can no more be called a cefe effet, quia amplus 
Exclefia dick non poterit, 


Church. Cyprian Epift: 17 
The Authority of thefe great Divines fhould P77 P *” 
make us carefull, how we part with this power of . 
Ordination, or thefe Ordainers, if we refpe& the 
falvation of our foules, or the exiftency of the 
Proteftant Church, And I mutt confeflé, for 
ought that Ihave yet feene.or heard. I thould reft 
much unfatisfied in point of Confcience either 
in a popular election of Minifters, or inthe dif- 
3 E3 cipline:, 


Hier. ad Eyagr. Oya 
facit Epifcopus excep- 
ta ordinatione quod żon 
{acit etiam presbyter ? 
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cipline of the Church by Lay Elders. For proofe 
whereof I never yet faw any thing that relifh’d of 
Senfe out meere mif-application,diftortion of the 
word Presbytery. for Lay Elders. Which both 
Scripture and the fathers fully explain to be inten- 
ded by Minifters of the Word and Sacraments ; 
And never yet was fo much as the word Lay- 
Elder, ever feene in Scripture or Antiquity. 

Saint Hierom fully refolves the {eruple putting 
this power of ordination, as one of the principall 
differences twixt a Bifhop, and a Presbyter. 
Which muft needs imply that presbyters were 
not Lay-men who might exercife moft parts of 


~ the Minifteriall office except principally ordina- 


tion of Minifters. 


2969000922080 


SECTION. 


Ecclefrasticall (enfures anciently in 


BisHOPS. 


rte EAL L thefe former exceptions recon- 
ey, cil’d.yet there is one above all, The 
K power of the keys, Tis Hinc ille la- 
RINNE chryme : the gtéat’ grievances nó: 
ee twee that the, Bifhops have too much 
power to punifh, but that thefe have nor all power 
as 


`~ 
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as well as the Bifhops. Chrift Himfelfe commit- 
ted this power to the Apoftle Peter, Iwill give 
unto thee the Keys of the.kingdome of Heaven, and 
whatfoever. thon fhalt binde on earth, {hall be bound 


in Heaven. * 


Now leaft Peter fhould appropriate this power 
to himfelfe ;` Againe after his Refurrection, he 
appeared to Eleven of his Difciples being affem- 

led, and having breath’d the Holy Ghost upon 
them, he tranfmits this power to them all, s»/o/e 
foever finnes yee remit, they are remitted anto them, 
and whofe foever finnes yee retaine they are retain- 
ed: P by which two places, as we may oblerve, 
this power was not appropriated only to Peter, fo 
it was only imipaitedto the Apoftles, and not to 
any Presbytery or Lay Elders. Nor dyed it with 
them, but we finde that Saint Pawl having inftitu- 
ted Titus in the order Apoftolike or Epifcopall, - 
transfers this power with-his order, them that fin, 
rebuke before all; that others alfo may feare, And 
a man that is an Heretick after the first and fecond 
Admonition reject. ¢ 
But fay thefe Difciplinarians from that. of 


vio 
"53 


a Matih „16.19. 


b Iohn 20,23. 


ci Timothy 5.30. 


d Tius 3. 10 


Matthew : Tell the Church's, if hee heare not the. 


Church, lèt him be to thee as an Ethnicke and Publi- 
can, © That therefore the Apoftle could not Ex- 
communicate without he confent of the Charch, 
but that: the power of the Keyes belongs tothe 
whole multitude, whereas the Fathers, Chry/o- 
ftome, Hierom, Hillary, and othérs upon that place- 
agree, 


e Math. 18. 


f Dic Ecclefie pre fahbus 
filtet & pra fideittions : 
Chryf. Hom. 16. ex 18. 
Matih. i 


os 
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sagree, Tell it to the Church, (that is) the Rulers and 
Governours of the Church. 
Hillar: de trinitas But Saint Hilary -reftraines this only tothe A- 
lib.6. poftles (of whom he fayes) 8 0 yee blefed and ho- 
ly men, that ‘for the defert of your faith gate the keyes 
of the kingdome of Heaven. And Saint Gregory 
more fully; The Apoftles (faith he) which fea- 
red the distrit judgment of God, are made judges of 
foules, their places now inthe Church the Bifhops 
b Gregors in Evangel: keepe. i 4 : 
ees This Apoftolicall or Epifcopall power was 
conftantly practis’d by the Bifhops-(the Apoftles 
fucceffors) in all the Primitive times, who texer- 
cifed it with greater authority before there were Chri- 
-const angre. 16.20 JH Magistrates then afterwards. For before they 
ee ee.” p call’d and held their Councelis by their owne authori- 
Nese: cap.23» tie, they heard and judged all caufes amongst Christi- 
ans, they punifh'd all kinds of faults by Ecclefiafti- 
call cenfures. 3 
It were vaine expence of time to mufter up 
a Melanilbon: Artic? proofes, they are fo infinite, for the conftant and 
abe Fir Epifeopus continuall ufe of this power in the hands of Bi- 
poteftate ordinis,boc ef? (hops {ince the Apoftles times, which was fcarce 
ministerium verbi» & ever queftion’d tillof late, When * Melancthon 
Sicramentorum, babet ; 
© potellateni juifdi- a great Reformer fatisfics us, That 4 B:fhop hath 
Bionis, boceß,author -power of Order, that is, of the Ministery of the Word 
f raia: and Sacraments and hath a fo power of Turifdiétion, 
nibns, &rurfusabjol- that is, Authoritie to excommunicate fuch as are ob- 
vendieos ficonverf be- noxious in publike Crimes, and abfolving fuch as be- 
sant abfoluts onem. : : : 7 
Epiftola ad Galparum ing converted require abfolution. . 


Lixetum. Nunquam ` And Mafter Calvin,as is formerly cited, con- 
tile putavi, &e. , p ceive ki 
k & ; 
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ceived it an odious thing to commit the power of 
Excommunication to every Paftor, as that which 
would foone flippe into Tyranny,and was againft 
the cuftome of the Apoftles. How much more 
Tyrannicall muft it bee, if it fhall fall into the 
hands of the multitude, which Beza © holds to be 
a foule error. 

Yet this isthe old caufe of quarrell, Against 
this Hierarchie (fay they) we doe not commence but 


renew our fuite for the recoverie of the Keys of Chrift. . 


Which Keys whenfoever they recover; The 
‘Nobility and Gentry become Captives: to the 
vulgar, and all order and honour inthe Church 
muft degenerate into confufion, in confequence 
both Religion and Learning perifh. 


A £ 


Section 9. , 
[ T- Titles of Honour anciently given to 
a, . ` BISHOPS. dies: 


Vt fhould we admit a right, afucceffion, a 


*neceffity in all thele; yet now they are AC. 


fpirers ; They are become Lord Bifhops,and this 
word Lordly Prelate is fuch a badge of Anti- 
chrift, that they muft needs be taken lower and 
humbled. !, Alas good.men! I wifh the envie 
of many, of us were not greater than their Am; 
OT, ny eile, Di GP ae 
Eaa a F How 


33 


b Bera Annotat: iy 
18. cap. Matths 


Sions plea. Epiftle. 
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How meane, how bafé, how contertiptible a 
calling is the fervice of the Altar become with 
fome mien, when asthe Lawyer, whofe beft ufe 
is by fetling our temporal! eftates to preferve 
peice on eatth, The Phyfitian whothrives by 
the diforder, corruption of decay of our Nature s 
The Merchant who cloathes our pride with raggs 
of vanity, or feeds our Gluttony with fupetflu- 
ous Cates; The Clarke whofe oitely vertue is 
to Write wide and faft, to doe little and take great 
Fees, The Vfuter whofe rife is but otir fa, whom 
other rhen’s vices (prodigality ot improvidence) 
fot his owne merit or iftduftry advances: may all 
of them without murmur or regret undermirie us 
of our Eftates, overtop us in advancement, {cale 
the Wall of Honour, and plant their pofterities 
to all ages in degrees of eminenge,above our reach 
without our envie. , 

And yet the Divine, our Advocate, for anin- 
corruptible, eternall , inheritance, our Peace-ma- 
ker with G 6p; The, Phyfitian of our foules ; 
The Merchant that ‘bfitigs us to that rich War- 
drop the Robes of Chrifts righteoufneffe, feeds 
us with the food of life, the word of truth, The 
Clatké, the Régifter of ‘our’ faith and penitence, 
our fouled Treaftiter tát Tends eraris, that Trea- 
fiire’ wherewith we pritchafean'erernall Crowne 
of glory’; To hint we can Tearce repay thanks, 
adfnit “hint 4 pobre tratifitory Temporary Title of 
Hotiour, 6 allow his pofterity 4 footing amongft 
us. Who fhall on fuch Tearmes traine up his 
— > Child 
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Child at the feete of Gamaliel, whenhe is cer- 
taine he can never attaine honour to himfelfe, for, 
tune for his pofterity. —_ 
And had the office of the Prieft-hood no 
Title of greater Honour or refpec from the be- 
ginning ? If fo, ’tis fit to reduce fuch incroach- 
ments... T Y 
The firft Prieft wereade of had a High Ti- Genefis 14. 18. 
tle, Melchifedecke King of Salem was the Pricft of ` 
the most High God, to him Abram gave Tythes of 20. 
all, (Neither their Honours nor their fortunes are 
much increaled.) Mofes was both a Princèanda - 
Prieft, as Saint Austin, Hierome, Nazianzen, and 
others all agree,that he was Sacerdos facerdotum : 
& [fummus Dei facerdos, A -Priest of Priefts, 
and the High Priest of God, whofe opinionsare 
grounded on and confirmed by the Pfalmift, Mo- pris gag 
fes and Aaron amongst his Priests, and Samuel 4- ea 
mongst them that callupon his Name. Nor ware 
his hands bound from Princely jurifdiGion; 
But he was 4 fpeciall infrument of God for the pro- Moyfes fuit fpeciale Dei 
mulging of the lawes and commands of G O D for poe p 
the Government both of the Church and Common- S mandaia Dej fad 
wealth, *. sa . . mulgando pro regimine 
_ Eleazar the fonne of Aaron is appointed ta #4 
bee Princeps principum Levi, *Chiefe over the sNumbers3.32. 
chiefe of the Levites. And inTerufalem, Ama- 
zsah the chiefe Priest is fer over the fupreame Indes i 
and Prieftsinall matters of, the Lord. © Not WEE .. Chron. to, 
ef ie ys H U «Je 
they wtularly only over'them, but voted injudge- 
trent, whichithe otherdid not. Jf there arifea 
—_ Fe matter 
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è Deuter. 17.9- 


e Hieron.iz 44. P falm. 
Saint Auftinin eundem, 


f Lib: zeaduerf: Per- 
men: 


+ 
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matter too hard for thee in judgement, &c. Thou 
Shalt come to the Priests of the Levites, and unto the 
Iudge that fhalt be in thofe dayes, and they fhall hew 
thee the fentence of judgment. $ 

Neither were thefe Titles onely attributed to 
the Priefts inthe old Law , but we finde diverfe 
of the fathers have given the fame to the Bifhops 
fince the Gofpell. a’ 

— Saint Hveromuponthe 44: Pfalme,. © (Instead 
of Fathers Children are borne unto thee, whom thou 
[halt make Princes in all the earth : ) fayes, The Gof- 
pellis [pread in all ends of the world, in which 
(Principes Ecclefie, 1. Epifcopi) The Princes of the 
Church, that is, Bifhops are placed. i 

© Optatus calieth them CA pices & principes 
ommium V ` 

The learned Chamier, {peaking of the power 
of the Primitive Bifhops in oppofition of the 


*ChamierZe decume. Monarchicall Government of the Pope *over 


nico pontifice ib 3 10.6.5 
Conftat, Ne tum qui- 
dem, cits hic E ifcopo- 
rum a Presbyiers di- 
Sialtoram ordo five 
gradus ek conflitntus, 
fife Epifcopós tanquam. 
Monarchi, qui pote fa- 


tevs babercut in Clerum, ° 


fed Principes electos, qai 
vebus deliberandis ge- 
rendifg praeffen t. 

Lokez2.25. | 


» 
ee O 
, 4 


all Bifhops; corifefleth,: That When this Order or 
Degree of Bilhops distinct from that of Priests was 
first inftituted, the Bifhops though they had not Mo- 


narchicall power over: the. Clergie, yet were Elect 


Princes, and fet over the administration of bufi- 
HOES A Ms gi i. 

Yet though thefe greater ftyles were digefted; 
(fay fome) the name ‘of Lords hath an expreffe 
Text againft it. The Kings of the Gentiles exer- 
cife Lordfhip over them, and they that exercife Au- 
thoritie upon them are called Benefactors , But it fhall 
not be fo with you. Tisa ftrange ni ~ 
AIE <7 this 


t 
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this Text, that therefore the Miniftery muft beare 
no Tides of Honour. It is not faid the Kings of 
the Gentiles are Lords, therefore you fhall be no 
Lords; But’tis, they that exercife authoritie are 
called Benefactors, but it fhal not be fo with you: 
you fhall mvtually helpe one another: you fhall 
not ‘tyrannize as the Gentiles did, over one ano- 
ther, but let him that ws chiefe bee as hee that doth 
ferve.” Iam amongft you, as he that ferveth , which 
clearely manifefteth (making himfelfe the pat- 


b Luke 22,36, 27; 


terne) that he intended the Minifteriall affiftance ` 


they were to give to one another being all Apo- 
{tles, not the forbidding of Titles of Honour due 
to their callings, for he thar calls himfelfe their 
fervant inthis fenfe, permits them all immediate- 
ly after to call him Lord, © They faid, Lord, behold 
here aretwo fwords. And in another place he ap- 
proves them, Yeecallme Master and Lord, and ye 
fay well, for fo Tam. If then your Lord and Ma- 
fer have wafhd your feete, yee alfo ought to wafh 
one anothers feete. I have given you: an example 
thar yee fhould doe, as. Ihave doneto you. Verily I 
[ay unto you, the fervant is not greater than his 
Lord. This both fully explaines his intention 
by: the Minifteriall office, and implyes a {uperio- 


ct Luke 22. 38. 
John 13.13. 
14s 


1g. 
16». 


rity. . But to forbid the Apoftles toadmit fuch | 


honour which God hath commanded and allow- 
ed to their calling, the Scriptures fhould be con 
trary to themfelves. < 


Feare:God, and honour his Priests, < faith the 


Wifeman, Saint Paul fayes; They that governe 
"pn "E 2 well. 


d Ecclehaft.74.>; 
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;i Timothy 5, 


{Marke 6.4. 


j 1Kings 18. 


ka Kings 2, 


¢2Kings 4. 


s Galat. 4. 


ip Matthew g. 
@ loba 12. 


? Hiran. ad Nepot: 


a Auguilin : quzfion: 
ez veteri TeRamento 35 


A briefe Review of Epifcopacie. 
well are worthy of double honour ©. And our Saviour 
himfelfe complaines ,..4 Prophet is not without ho- 
nour but in his owne Countrey f. Now whether they 
were debarred a Titular honour ‘or no, the 
whole caufe of the Scripture will determine. 

The prophets both gave and received this Tit- 
le (Lord).Hannah calls Eli the Prieft Lord, 1.Sam. 
1. Art not thon my Lord Elias faid Obadiah’ ? And 
againe was it not told my Lord what I did, when leza- 
bell lew the Prophets of the Lord &c. The men of 
the Citty faid to Elifha, Behold I pray thee , the 
{cituation of this City is pleafant gas my Lord feeth,but 
the water is naught*O my Lord, delude not thy Hand- 
maide, faid the Shunamite to Elizeus? And againe, 

did I defire a {onne of my Lord ? Sechaniah the fonne 
of Iehiel calls, the Prophet Exra,Lord Ezrathe 10,3. 

But were thefe Titles of honour abolifhed 

with Chrifts comming? Saint Paul commends the 


- Galathians ™ For receiving him with that reverence, 


as if hee had beene an Angell. 

Inthe Gofpell, the Apoftles are called by our 
Saviour himfelfe, The falt of the Earth, the light of 
the world." The Greekes came to Philip the Apo- 
ftle faying we or Lord wee would feelefus.° Vhe . 
Bifhops of the’7. Churches are in the Revelation. 
called the feaven ftarrs, and feaven Angells. 

Bee Subject (faith Hierome) to thy Bifhop, and re- 
verence him as the Father of thy foule? . Saint Auttin 
holds, that the King beares the Image of God,even as 
the Bifhop doth of Chrif, As ‘long then-as be hol- 
deth that office, hee ts to-bee hoxoured, sf riot for 
Ny himfelfe, 
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bimfelfe , yet for his order a. 

Jefus Chrift (faith Cyprian) even to his death 
yeilded Honour to Priefts and Bifhops (of the Iewes) 
though they received neither fearéof God nor knowledge 
of Chrift,teaching us fully to honour true Priests by his 
behavionr unto falfe. But this will perliaps be faid 
to be but a fpirituall , an internall Reverénce tö 
their callings Their perfons had-no fuchAtttibute 
of honour till the time of Popery. - 

The papacy came not to its height till the timè 
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b cyprian 1. 3. Epift. 9. 


of Hildebrand, which was athoufand yéares aftet - 


Chrift, when the Pope gotthe temporall {tipre- - 


macy. But wee fhall finde they held the fanie Tit- 
tles of honour in the Primitivé times. 


Beloved brother wasthe ufuall Style of Conftan- 


tine the great,when hé wrote to atiy of his Biphops, 
as Eufebius relates in vita Conft: lib. 2. cap. 45. 
& lib. 3. cap. 59. y 
Alexander Bifhop of Alexandria; writing to 
Alexander Bifhop of Conftantinoplé ives him 
this ftyle, To my mosè honourable. brother : © Arvins 
writes to Eafebius, To my moft défired Lord; à Enfe- 
bius writes,To my Lord Padini Bifhop of Trevers*. 
“The Bifhops of Egypt write'to the Bithops in 
Councell, at Tyrus, * To our moft honotrable Lor ds. 
- Gregory Nazianzen tó Gregory Nyfsen’, Let no 
man [peake antruthes of mee, nor of my Lords the Bi- 
oops. The fathers of the fecond génerall Counfell 
at Coriftancé * direét letters thetic Tothe mest ho- 
nourable Lords, Damafus, Ambrofe, Sic. ` : 


é 


c Theod. /.1.¢ap. 43, . 
dTheod. b reaps gas 
e Ibid. cap. Go- 


f Athanafius Apol; a 


£ Gregory Nazianzen: 
Epift ad Greg, Nyfien. 


h Theodor et, Sb, $6.59 


Whofoever will reade the A&s: ofthe Gene- - 


rall 


as 
+ 
2 
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-  rall Councels, and credit them before our Late 
three penny Pamphlets fhall find {carce any men- 
tion of any Bifhops without Attributes of great 
honour, yet had they then fome emulators,which 

i Chryfoftom. ix Pal. CEryfotome calls i Heretikes that have learned of 
33. apud (afar : the Devill, not to give due titles of Honour to Bi- 
Baron “an: $8% fhops; which muft not be fo misinterpreted, as if 
hee held it -Herefie to deny their perfons their 

dues, but that it tended to a Vilification of Reli- 

gion. Of which Chryfostome complaines: As 

chryfeftom: at Hom3 thecaufe of ail evill, that the Authoritte of Ecclefia- 
> flicall Rulers is decayed, and no Reverence, noho- 

Hom. lib.z.is Epittol. zour, no feare i yeeldedtothem. Hee (faith hee) 
2.ad Tim. that is Religiouflie affected tothe Priest, wwillwith 
greater Pietie Reverence God, and he that defpifeth 
the Prieft,' commeth by degrees to this at laft, that 
he waxeth contumelious againft God himfelfe. - ... 
So wee perceive here was neither in precept 

nor practife any interdiction or difcontinuance of 
due honour to thofe whom Chrift himfelfe calls, 


Maths." The falt of sheearth, thedight of the world, whom 
x Corinth,4. the Apoftle calls Ezbaffadors for Christ, And 


Stewards of his Houfe-hold, whom the Holy Ghoft 

in the Revelation calls Starres and Angels of the 

` Churches, whom all Primitive times reverenced 

with the Titles of Princes and Lords, And to. 

whom as Minifters of the Myftcries of our falva- 

tion we owe not only honour, butas Saint Paul 

dPhilemon v.19.  fayes, even our felves, * whom if wee negle& or 
contemne, as Gop faid to the Prophet Samuel, 

exSamucl8. ` © they veject not thee, but me, tnd of whom our 
| Saviour 
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Saviour faith, They that defpifè you, defpife me ; and 
they that defpife me, defpife him that J me. f Cy- 


AA 


uke 10." 


prian Sobferves the fource of all Schifmes to be this, A Ei t he Epik: 93 


when the Bifhop who is but one and governeth the 
Church, by the proud prefumption of [ome ts con- 
tenmed. . 


Sect. 10, 


-Arch-BisuHors inthe Primiz 
tive times. 


BY if thefe Titles were to be difpens’d with, 
yet this f{upreame ufurpation over Bifhops,and 
all, this word Arch-Bifhop is an Arch-Type of An- 
tichrist. And as Eaton delivered in his Sermon, 
by the fame reafon any man can prove an Arch-Bi- 
(hop hee will prove a Pope: Letusfee if that had 
not fome foundation in Antiquity. 

That Tits was ordained Arch-Bifhop of 
Crete is already proved inthe Epiftle by the opi- 
nions of Lyra, Chryfoftome, Erafmus and others ; 
And Azacletus (fecond fucceflor from Peter in 
the Chaire of Rome) as Bifhop Jewell obferves, 
h mentions Arch-Bifhops, which is as much as firft 
Bifhop or Primate. 

Ambrofe was Arch-bifbop of Millaine, as is te- 
ftified by Strabo, being elected by a Synod of the 
Bifhops, as was the manner of choofing Metro- 

politans 


k Fewels defence of the 
Cherch Government, 


£ 
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Concil: Chalcedon abt poli ee. ee 
oftendat Baffianus fi per politans, Valent l4 y f 


Synodum Reverendorä Jhops for election of a Metropolitan perfwades them 
Epifcoporum cconfucta to be carefull of their choice, feeing they knew what 
lise, oe wise fo- manner of perfon hee ought tobee, who is accounted 
flitutus. worthie of the Arch-Priefthood. The Compilers 
Theod: l. 4'ci$-- of the Centuries plainly confeffe, * that Ambrofe 
se pein Pha was a Metropolitan having the government of many 
vum conjuntlarun Es- çcomprovinciall Churches. And they fhew tha: thofe 
A oi "E Overfeers of many Churches, were called Bifhops , 
Foid.4.¢-7.516.  fometimes Arch-Bifhops, fometimes Metropolitanes. 
l me: T a Symmachus Bifhop of Rome writes to Laurentins 
Dilettifimo aig, beatif. Bifhop of (the fame Metropolis) Millaine, ftiling 
fino fratri Laurentio, him his moft holy and beloved Brother Laurence - 
aredaerels €ele A rch-Bifhop of the Church of Millaine. Which 
fupreame Title was then of no new or late infti- 
tution, for in the firft Generall Councell of Nice, 
which was held within two hundred thirty yeares | 
conil $ Nic: cap.6. after the Apoftlestimes; It was acknowledged 
Metropolitans and Patriarchs to have bin long in ufe 
before that time, And they confirme the Ancient 
Cuftome of {ubjecting divers Provinces to them. 
T ee To thefe higheft officers in the Church fome 
Notandun quodea que Of the Ancients gave the ftile of chiefes or Prin- 
principes peccaverunt, CES; As Lyra faith, When Princes have tranfereffed, 
a eee eee ` and led the people committed to their charge into fin, 
principes corrigere fata- where they cannot correct, they must referve the canfe 
at hola gt p the Chiefe or Prince, that is(fayes he) the Arch- 
ad princivers (id et) Dilhop,by whofe Authority, the fin must be expiated. 
Archi-Epi(vopum, cujus "To adde further proofes of the Patriarchs of 
Seinen expen Antioch, Alexandria,lerufalem, Constantinople,and ` 
è other places, were to tyre thofe that are verfed in 
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Antiquity with what they know already. And it 
were to little purpofe to vouch fuch abfolute 
Authority, to thofe who are refolved to beleeve 
none ancienter then themfelves, and are fo wed- 
ded to their owne fenfe; So habituated to looke 
on things prefent,with the Spectacles of humane 
and naturall reafon,that the old eye of Hiftoricall 
faith is quite dimmed inthem: Nay would they 
but follow the light of Nature, (which is yet but 
a blind guide,) they might fee enough to finde 
that Nature her felfe affects order, which cannot 
be without degrees, which muft needs imply fu- 
, perioritie: As Du-Moulin obflerves, fo was it a- 
mongst the Angels, fois it in Common-Wealths, in 
Armies, in Families, yeaif wee defcend to Bees and 
Cranes, wee fhall not fee thefe meaner Creatures 
without a natural policie, and a kinde of fuperi- 
oritie. 

Now for any man to induce hence this learn- 
ed conclufion, becaufe there is a neceffity that for 
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Ordo est reram prece- 
dentinws & coa(equen- 
tium. Pbilo de mundi 
opificio. 

Moulins Confeflion of 
Faith fol.498. 


conferving order in a ftate there fhould bee feve- . 


rall Diocefles, and to regulate thofe, feverall Bi- 
fhops, and to unite all thofe there fhould be fome 
one Metropolitan, Ergo, to connect all thofe Me- 
tropolitan heads there fhould bee one univerfall 
Head a Pope, is as abfurd an Inference, as to fay, 
becaufe itis neceffary every naturall body which 
are diftinét bodies fhould have a head, Ergo they 
fhould all have but one head : or becaufe all ftates 
are beft govern’d undera Monarch. Ergo, there 


fhould be one univerfall Monarch. 
G 2 Ne 
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Bfoulin. confefion of No fayes Moulin ingenuoufly, There are no fhoul- 
Faith. fol. 409. ders of firength enough to beare fo great a head, The 

providence of no one man can ftretch or extend 

i felfe fo farre, or divide it felfe into fo many pie- 

ces: fuch pernicious pride to the State of the 

Church was never cherifhed in Antiquity, but 

withftood by all the firft General Councells,and 

they were fo farre from fupporting this Papall 

<. a, Wfurpation, that they depofed feverall Popes, As 
ye situs ingells Thn she three and Twentieth was depos d by the 


d 6. Councell Con- Councell of Conttance, » Honorius condemned of 
ftanceatt? 13+ nc: Herefie, and. his bookes burnt by the fixth Gene- 
Carthage p.24x. Tall Councell : ¢ The papacy oppofed by. the 


f aa Gregory l-4 ep: Councell of Carthage under Cyprian. © And by 
345 3 p A x = He e 
Nomen novum fieletü, SUNE Gregorie the very name of univerfall Bifhop 


univerfalem peflem ec- inveighedsagainst, as. a wicked new name, € auni- 
clefie corruptionem fid ayer fall plague of the Church, a Corruption of faith, 


contra canones, contra i : 4 : 
Petrum Apostolum con- Against the Canons againft the Apoftle Peter, agains > 


tra omnes €cclefiascon- God Himfelfe, never. ({aieshe) any pious man af- 
tra Deum ipfum; Nun- felfe, ( ) y p f- 


bho pence fund fuch aTithe, nor any of mypredeceffors.- 
jufmodititulisufumefe, Now for full aflurance that this fupreame ju- 


Nullum predectforwm vif{diction given to one was for the neceflary po- - 
FICOTUNIe. 


Calving Inflitut; 4. licy and prefervation of the Church, and not the 
e4: Se: 3> _—_ effet of Papall pride, Calvin himfelfe though no 
croointie unum Dbe Tea friend to the order,confeffeth, when writing - 
bant iater Epifcopos ar- Of the State of the Primitive Church before Pa- 
shiepifcopum, quoditem pacie, wherein he obferves, 8 That every Province 
Ritwii (unt Patrirche, had one Arch-Bifbo i their Bi dth 

hituti funt Patriarche, p amongst their ifhops, and that 
quieffent ordine & dig- in- the Councell of Nice were approved Patriarchs, | 
Rhos acai which fhould bein order and dignitie above Areh- 
confervationtpertinebat B ifhops. This (fayes he) was for the Confecratio 


v 
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of Difcipline and good government, ‘To addeto., 


this were fuperfluous, 


SECTION II. . 


Late. Great Writers approved i 


BISHOPS. 


r ~ 
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dimme-fighted, and as the Truth of .the. - 


Bs admit all Antiquitie were bleere-ey’d, 


Word was onely revealed in former times, 
fo the truth of Difcipline was not made knowne 
till of late; Let us notexamine the worft, but 


the beft of late Writers, whether this order were - 


fuch an eye-fore to them. 

Calvin acknowledges,*. The Presbyters chofe one 
out of their number , (whom hee explaines to bee all 
Minifters of the word) to whom [pecially they gave 
the Title of a Bifhop , that of equality, as is wfuall, 
difcord might not arife. 

But did Calvin onely confeffethe name , and 
nothing ofthe ufeofBifhops? In his Epiftle to 
the King of Poland ® hee commends the patterne 
ofthe Primitive times, and adwifes the King to 


*Calv: De fiatu veres 
ris Ecclefie ante Papat, 
Tom 37. fol. 218. 

Duibas ergo. docendi 
munus iajuntium erat, 


eos omnes nominabant : 


presbyteros. Wiex fuo - 
numeroin fingulis civi- 
tatibus vanm eligebant, 
cui fpecialiter dabant 
Tituium Epifcopi, ne ex 
æqualitate ut frerifolet, 


place Bifhops in every Province , and over them an #hidianafterentur, 


b Epiftolaad Regem Poe . 


Arch-Bifhop. And would heeadvife the placing pie, 


of them inthe Church, ifhee were. ofthe minde 


Tey of 


+ 
ok 
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of our men? who hold żt finne to heare them preach; 
Fatemur ergo Epifcopos reverenter audiendos , 


c Opufeulam iz confefi- i fayes hee, T confefe Bifhops mujt be rever ently 
one Ecclefie Gallice. heard. 


Or what? muft wee onely heare them for hu- 
dEpift : adcardz Sa- manity fake? No fayes hee, $. If they admit us 
dolet 3 fuch Hierarchy wherein Bifhops fo beare rule, that 


L pare ee they refufe not to bee Subject to Christ. What then 


emineant Epifcopis ut {hall we onely admire, and not obey them? 
Christo fubeffentnreca- Why then (fayes hee) what or how many foever 
Sanus Anathemate they bee, that will not fubject themfelves tofuch a 
dignos aaler Da. Hierarchy , as fubmits it felfe to Chrift Iefus, I bold 
il Hierarchie que je Z 

Darina tela futintisit, them worthy the greateft cur{e that may bee. 


[ubici nolunt. f : 
Bz za the greateft Champion for equality 
in his owne little Dominion, yet declares his 


AA ie 124d Diflike of fuch as refit Epifcopall power, 

Ea degra z Minifle- £ Wy here it is eftablifhed. And in his Treatife of the 

rijcapi23. a; degrees of the miniftery , {peaking of Bifhops, 

i es comm Ti hee fayes,S. Let them enjoy that Government that 

Gt ut banc ordinem te- will, and May, God forbid that I fhould either rafbly 

gece fuperbe repre- oy arrogantly reprove that order. 

b Bucer, Tračiat. de re- 

form: Eeclfe: iem: Bucer who was agreat Reformer, holds his 

eA i chiefe Endeavour muft bee™. That all manner of 

ea omnino procurationis Ecclefiafticall Government, which the Canons pre- 
ino procurationis Ecclefiafticall G t, which the C 

Ecclefie ratio Gord fribe, unto Bifhops and Metropolitans, bee veftored 

natio, quam (Canones a 

Epifcopis &Metropolst. and maintained, 

prefcribunt, reslituetur 


E n And hee gives very good realon for this de- 


fire, 
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fire, inanother place, where he confeffes'. That 
by the perpetual obfervation of the Church even from 
the A poftles themfelves , we fee, it {cemed good to 
the Hely Ghoft, that amoneft the Presbyters, one 
fhould have the fingular Charge of the Churches, 
and in that Charge and care governe all others, 
for which caufe the very name of BISHOP 
was A itributed to the chiefe Governours of Cher- 
ches. 


The learned Chamier acknowledges, that 
fuch were the beginnings of Ecclefiafticall Policie, 
That out of the company of the Presbyters which 
did adminifter in the Church one was elected who 
fhould bee chiefe of all the rest, and was called Bi- 


fhop. 


Zanchi holds them all (attefting before God 
and his Confcience) Worthie no other esteense but 
of Schifmatiques, who in reforming the Church 
wouid have no Bifhops, which may bee placed ina 
degree of Eminence and _Axuthoritie above their 
fellow Presbyters, where they may bee had: For 
whofoever obferves (fayes hee} the confent of all 
times and places even to tits Age, and followes 
the ufe and fence of the Church, sill cafily under- 
fiand, that according tothe 4 ord of God, there both 
ts and ever was diverfe degrees of Bifhops and Pref- 
byters. ¿n the Government of the C n uR cH, 
Therefore where they flourifh they muft not 
in any kinde bee abolifhed, and where ever the 

iniquity 


ay 
Bucer.de Rego Chrifi 


i 
ib $ 2eCap, 126 


Chat, De Gecuns pon- 
zifice lib. ro. cap. ș. 

Ea Ergo fuerunt Ecele- 
fie politie initia, dein- 
ceps è cart piefoytero- 
rum, Qui fic in commn- 
ne Ecclefam adminifira- 
bant, unus electus que 
omiium primus effet oo - 
Epifcopus diceretur. 
Zanch > Thef:de refor- 
mand: Ecclefarumra- 
tzone. 

Testor me coram Deo iz 
mea coufcsentia nox alio 
babereloco, quam {cbif- 
maticorum illos omnes, 
&e. qui nuilos habere 
Epifcopos anthoritats 
gradu, Ke. 

Zanch + deverarefor- 
mand : Ecclef: ratione: 
Diverfosgradus Prefby- 
terorum C Epifcoporii 
is gubernatione Ecclep- 
afica efe fecundum Dei 
verbum, e& Jemper fue. 
iffe : proinde ubi vigent, . 
non efje a"olendos, & 
ubicung, iniquitas tem- - 
porum eos abolevit efe v 
reslituendoss , 


2 
>y 
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Melantthoms Apol: Con; 
Aug: pag è 305- 


Betitionof 1c00. Mi- 
wifters to King lames. 
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Iniquity of the times hath abolifhed them, they 
muft be reftored. | 

Metetancruon Prophetically com- 
plaines; I would to God it lay in mee to reftore the 
Government of Bifhops, I doe fee that hereafter 
‘will grow a greater Tyrannie in the Church then 
ever before. . 

Nay our owne late difcontents, the thoufand 


 Minifters in King James his time were not at fuch 
-enmity with the order, but they held it a Schifme 


to defire their abolition. | 

Wee the MtiNXisrers of the Gofpellin 
this'Land, neither as fattious men affecting a po- 
pular parity in the Church, nor as Schifimariques 
ayming at the diffolution of the State ECC LE- 
SIASTICALL, but asthe faithfull fervants 
of CHRIST and Loyall Subjects , ec. VE 


there bee then ‘duch a confent of all Late wri- 


ters of any Authoritie in the Church, what is 
now the quarrell ? Why yet thefeare indeed 
but fingle mens opinions; But they cry loudly 


out, *tis otherwife now inother the Reformed 
Churches. 


Bilbops 
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Section 12. 


Bis Hop s approved by Re- | 
formed Churches. 


delivers not this as his fingle fenfe, I ad Fut mihi preterea bå- 
bende ratio illaruws ctia 


likewife (ayes hee) in confideration thofe gicteparum que licet 
ahr CHVR CHE S which though they Evangelium’ amplexa 
have embraced the Gofpell, yet retaine feill, both Sant» (wes tamen & re 
: ; & nomane Evtfcopes at 
in name and deod Bis uops and Arch-B 1- Archiepifcopos retinue- 


SHOP S. runt. 


Zi nchie (whofe opinion I late recited) zanch:Tom: 7-583. 


2M E LAN Cc THON, (as Camerarius obferves) = camerayius in vita 

not onely by theconfent, but by the advice of Phil: Melan&. 
Luther perfwaded that, If Bifhops would grant free - 
ufe of the true doctrine , the ordinary power and ad- 
miniftration over.the feverall Dioceffes fhould bee 
reftoredtothem. And Melantthon himfelfe wri- 
ting to Luther {ayes you will not beleeve how fome » Hinor s Angg Conf. 
doe hate mee for veStoring the jurifdittion to Bi- pase 306. on 
fhops. l 
_,. Lurun eR the vehement inveigher againft 
Popifh Bifhops, which hee calls fluggifh beafts, 
and flow Bellies, gives this Caveat, © Let #o man c Luther. r 
thinke that what is [poken againft thofe Tyrants is ` 

H {pokes 
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fpoken against the Ecclefiafticall State and true 
Bifhops or good Paftors : And as in thefemen 
the diflike of E PISCOP ACIE wasnot atthe 
order, but becaufe as then, the dominion of the 
Pope was over all, and they could have none 
but Popith:BIS HOPS; fo was it inthe Augu- 
fan Confeffion; who entred theii Proteftationin 
a Apols Confeff: Aug: thefe words. a ` ; F 

Perper * page 237) Wee doe here protest, and wee would have it 
~ _ fo recorded, that, wee. would willingly preferve the 
à » - Ecclefiafticall aad Canonicall Policie, if the Bi- 
Fdem. Hit + covfef : hops would ceafe totyrannize over our Clutches. 
Aug : per Chytr: pos: This our minde or defire fhall excufe swith all po- 
: feeritie, both before GO D and all Nations, that 
it may not bee imputed to us, that the Autho- 
_. rie off BISHOPS is vverthrowne by us: 
profeffing clearely, wee doe not in any kinde 
s. Apol: Conf: Aug: diflike the Authoriticof Br suop s, © fothey 
per chytt:,363. -i would not compel us to doe againft Gods Comman- 

dements. . A are r l 
` The Prince of Anhalt, groaning under the 
fete eg, Opprelfion of the Popifh BTS HOPS, fwould 
MS” ta G.0.D. Liyes hee} Thofe which carry the 
ee spake, Bame.of Bisu or s, weld few themfelves Bi- 
xd guddnos Jempi, & hops fede’ >O quam libenter, &c.. Oh -how 


4 


Dominus Luth rus eti- © sti iA shell BAD - . 
on ae F willingly, aud with what joy of ‘heart would wee 


receive them for our Bi su op s, Reverence, O- 
bey them. “and, yeeld them their jerifdittion and 
Ordination, which wee-alwayes, and Lutu ER 
both in words; and in his writings very often pro- 


filed. 
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So that the reafon wee fee fwayed with 
thofe Reformed C n ur c n s s.was thatthey 
were not free States, but fubordinate to the 
Pope, nor could bee clearely rid of the’Popith 
Bifhops ; but they were forced: to ‘leave B I- 
SHOPS, becaufe they could not have thofe 
that were Orthodoxe, not becaufe they did not 
like them at all, : 
__ For notwithftanding all that Clamour which 
is made of the Reformed Churches (and is but 
fallacy , if it bee well looked into) it will bee 
found of the Reformed Churches, many of 
them doe. ftill retaine BISHOPS, and not a 
third part hath received the Prefbyterian Dif- 
cipline. | 
_As arke, Norway, Stevia, all G zR- 
wanre except fome “few parts; All the 
“& Churches in the Dutchies-of Saxony, Brunf- 
<c icke, and Lunenburg, The Dutchies of Mega- 
c Joburg, Wirtemberg, All the Churches with- 
“in the Countreys of the Marqueffes of Bran- 
«© denburg, and of Bade. The Churches ‘in 
c the Earldomes of Henneberg, Swartzenberg, 
c Lenings , Hannawe, Mansfeild, oétingh, Stal- 
bergh, Glich, Rheimierne, Leonftine. And inthe 
c Baronies óf  Leinferg, Schenbarg, Wildenfield, 
c whereunto may bee added all the Churches 
< in at leaft thirtie free Citties, mahy of their 
‘Territories as Ample as Geneva,which have none 
of them received the Presbyterian ‘difcipline; 
Some ‘perhaps have fuperintendents differing on- 
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fy in name, from Bifhops, nothing in power. 
To which take in E n & L a N p, and Ixe- 
Łap, which alone being well confidered will 
bee found to containe more reformed Churches, 
then are fubjefted to a Presbytery in all for- 
raigne parts. ` 


Yet many of tis fwallow this fuggeftion, that 
all Reformed Churches are fo govern’d, with 
as much eafe, as wee beleeve that all the Apo- 
ftles and Primitive times were ruled by Lay- 
Elders, when as I have faid before, neither can 
Scripture or Antiquity fo much as prove the 
word, nor out of either did I yet ever fee produ- 
ced any one probable inference for it, norany 
thing to induce belicfe, but fuch a's affertion 
is, (that it is fo in other reformed Churches) con- 
fident untruth ; And inftead of feeking fatisfacti-. 
on from Antiquity, this blind confidence leades 
many into the old rejected ‘Herefies of the Con- | 


. tebaptites which allowed no‘Bilhops. Many, too 
many revert to that.great Aerian Herefie con- 


~demned long fince ,° that all Ministers muft 
. bee equall, and I doubt the motive is the fame to 


° Augu: de Herel >. 


Spe 53: 


them which movedhim; Saint-4u/fin obferves, 
* thar being difcontent he mift of ‘a Bifhopricke. 
Arius fell into this Herefie , Presbyterum ab Epif- 


copo nulla differentia difcerni. And I beleeve 


$ 
t 
i 


their difcontent (truly fifted) is the fame, they 


-would bee all Bihops : -I am- fure they claime 


» more independent power, then ever Bifhops had, 


(viz.) 
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( viz.) Thateevery paricular Elderfhip is (am inde- Beza de presbyt: p 124 


pendent body) the Tribunall of Christ. > 
Now that this glorious Tribunall Christs king- Mo'ion p. 4. 
dome, Gods Government, which fhould have con- Motion p. 34. 


tinued till the ends of the world, fhould bee 
wholly fuppreffed by the Immediate fucceffors . 
of the Apoftles, by all, the Ancient Fathers , and 
Martyrs who fo freely laid downe their lives for 
the propagation of the'Gofpell, and that it pe- 
ver found Advocate in all the frt Generall 
Councells,: (Where never fate Lay-Elder,) And 
that This Scepter whereby Cu x1 8 r-alone rules 
among{t men, was never advanced’: That this 
© parcell of the very [ubftance of ‘Gofpell, without * ToC, l 2p. 247% 
which rherecan be noright Religion £ was never ree 7877: P68 
vealed till 1500. yeares after Chrift; ' T muk - 

needs fay “tis all of it either alde improbabile; ot. 

Magnum Myfterium. - ed Tiwi 


The Epifile beforethe : 
Supplicat: at 2. 
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` 
ee 


ame ay Section 13. ' 
How Epifcopacie hath beene approved by 
-the Ancient and customary Lawes of this 

i E AAD.. 


RY thefe evidences of Scripture, Fathers , 


_ *“Councells, Hiftory, and Moderne Writers, 


having thus deduc’d the inftitution, Authority 
and continuation of this Epifcopall order from 
the Apoftles tothe prefent, It is in the laft (not 
leat) place confiderable, whether {uch a degree 
be confonant to,or confiftant with the Lawes and , 


Government of this. Land and people.. And in 


that confideration I beleeve it will appeare rather 
fo intertexted with our lawes, thatit cannot well 
be fever’d, then any way oppofite to them. 
The perfons:themfelves, The Arch-Bifhops , 
and Bifhops (the ‘Clergie) as it were incorpora- 
ted into one and the fame body with us (the com- 
mon-wealth)our liberties and theirs ftand and fall 
by the fame right and Cuftome, by oneand the 
fame Rule and Law, yet farre be it from meto 
prefume to give any pofitive opinion in this, 
which I conteffe is much above my capacitie. I 
fhall only colleé& {uch authorities as feeme to give 
them a ratification by our moft Ancient, Cufto- 
mary, fundamentall, Common, and Statute 
Lawes 
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Lawes, and by the Kings moft ancient, legal > 
prerogative, which I fubmitto the confideration 
of petter judgments. aÉ : 

The great prefervative of this Common- 
wealth, the patron of our liberties, is that anci- 
ent fupreame power of Parliaments, which hath 
ever given Lawes to the Nation, liberty to the 
people, fince the firft Inftitutionof Municipall ` 
Lawes by the confent of the people: Though 
before any Iudiciall or Municipall Lawes were, Kings 
did decide canfes according. to naturall equity, and Virgils Hatad.7. 
were not tyed to any rule or formality of Law, but did 
dare inva, as itis inthe Poet,- 
Hoc Priami geftamen erat, cum jura vocatis ` 
More daret populis.. A 
Yet fince Chriftianity came amongft us; and l 
‘this Nation became regulated by Lawes, Sir Ed-' Sit il ie 
ward-Cooke obferves, that by the ancient Lawes of tb lees bia ri 
~ this Realme, this Kingdome. (was reduc’d) into an antiquas, boc Anglie 
abfolute Monarchie confifting of one Head, which js hele 
the King, and of one body politicke compact and com- chia,ex uno capite,viz. 
pounded of many and-almost infinite feverall yer well f oe nee 
agreeing members, all which the Law divideth into noi h oes dif 
two feverall parts, that isto fay, The Clergie and tintin, &c. Que om- 
Laitie; both of them next and immediately under God loon oF omnes a4 
» fubjects and obedient to the head. Alfothe Kingly head kc, : 
of this politicke body is inftitnted with plenary and < 
intire power, prerogative, and Iurifdittion toren- | 
der Iistice and right to.every part.and member of this pod; 
body in all canfes Ecclefiafticall or Temporall, other- l 
wifehe fonla not bea bead of thewhole body. . 
Nig ? Antd 


Foriefene 3 cap. 33,13. 
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Sir Edward Cookspree And inthis creat Councell great Court,Gene- 
fac: to the ninth Re- © 


e a rall Convention or Court of Parliament ({everal- 
Ego Ina, Dei grat'é ly fo called) The Arch-Bifhops, and Bifhops (the 
h Sron Rexe C lergie) have ever reprefented a third part of this 
Cenvedes Patris mei, Monarchick Body, being prefent at and confenti- 
É es ene ent to’ the making of all thofe lawes which have 
copi mei, &c. emuium bin conftituted for the prefervation and govern- 
Aldremanorum @ Se- ment of thé whole politicke body: As mayap- 
mmaa farra E peare by the moft Ancient Records extant of any 
pro flabilicate & con- great Councell or Parliament. Sir Edward Cooke 
iy a. obferves that King Iva who raigned almoft a 
kato Meith 1. $00 yeares fince, began his Parliament thus: I 

Ina by the grace of God, King of the Weft Saxons, by 


port 
Stanford: l. 2.09.38. aduire and counfell of Cenredes (my father) and 


fol. rir. $ ; 
Kenulpb Rexper literas Heddes, and Erken-wald, my Bifhops, and all my 
Pie ¢ ea ae cor: Noble-men and wifeimen of my kingdome, have con- 
COpor Hin , : i À 
ih tb is fue, frituted, &c. for the fetling and [afety of my people, 
a fidit monaie- cyc. Here we fee the Bifhops were Counfellors in 
vio de Abindon com. > J- 
Berk &c. ab omae. The generall Councell for the fafety.of the peo 
pifcopali Iure in Jempi- ple. ` l W F. 
tern. effe quiet ‘The like Parliament (heobferves) was held by 
Offa King of the Mercians, and.by Ethelbert King 
of Kent, and the rest of the feven-Kings during the 
a Que charta conceffa Heptarchy. T “wa Veo es heet, 
an PN so sonr “After the Heptarchy, Anno 755. which, is 
mata fui Bini: l a A es f ' 
ox qaa perfpcuum ef AMO goo yearcsifince: King Kexulph,\ bythe 
oe ee Par- Counfell and confent of his Bihops andia. 
tamento confecta con- an Late i i i 
tors of his Nation, grants to:the Monaster: 
Biot confi Mor I rd bef f : all Epifcopall j fate 
porum c fenatorum Abingaon to be Tree fromal Epiicapall jurn diett- 
gentis [ue qusin Par- ‘on: which charter was after. confirmed byKing 
Hamentoconveesraile Flyin anno 950. And.as Sit Edward Gu ob- 
ate -derves 


ef 
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ferves, appeares to bee made by the confent of the 
BISHOPS and Senators then affembledinPat- r, Roy AP ed cideig- 
liament, na per ujage porpctuel, 


Kino Areren Anno.871. ordained ie aden [ot ae 
for a perpetuall ufage, >that twife in the yeare per partiawencer fur te 
they fhould affemble to treat in Parliament of the givdement de peuple, 


. Mi sof lufticess 
government of the people of God, how they ie me 


Should keep themfelves from finne. . eCookes iii file 
i ;  §Zdmund« Rix cea- 

In the great Parliament holden by King Athel. Fee nein oe 
flan i (who reigned about 920.) at Grateley, % nodum divini o dins 
particularly mentioned. The Arch-Bifhop Wolf- Sesli apad London 


‘i 5 jui ° ! S éi = 
helme, with the Noblemen and Wifemen which King the souna: Sur. Ec m 


Athelftan called together. , ward Cooks Prefaceto 


2 d o the ninth Report. 
King Eymunpv ¢ (who lived Azno 940. Le AR et ih 


had feveral! Parliaments ; quasEd : Rex © E- 
In one by his Writ he) fummoned the great Sy- Pifeopi fui cur fapienti- 


e r bus fuu inflit ° 
nod of Cleargie men and Lay men at London: Ano- , een F 


ther.of his PARLIAMENT S beginneth Fgo Edm : Kex mand: 
a ; Cr precipio omni popu- 
: j Pa! A ! lo, &c. Cum fapientibus 
Thefe are the Inftitutions of Edmund King and cle.icis é a Ibid. 
his Bifhops , © which his Wifemen made at Culin- Eso Edgar Bafileus An- 
glorum & Imperator 

coln. ? 3 A paje Reg, gentium, it- 
Ina third he dire&ts his writs.®, To all his peo- jus confenfu, & prinsi- 


4 ay a pum & drcbimeoruus 
pleyas well Cleargie, as lay men, After him, ano (en oo ani icon 


943: Edgar King of England, and Emperor of the tiam figen cruciscorro- 


Kingly Nations, &c. by the confent of his Princes boro,EgoDunftandrch. 
A Prel T To which D; Dorober. Ecclefie Chris, 
and Prelates, confirmes his grant ; To which Dunftan fj co:femp iA 


Arch-Bifhop of Dover confents and fubfcribes. Idm: Ofticell archi- 
And Ofticell Arch-Bifhop of Yorke the like, dre. p Pt - 


With Duke Alfericke, Duke Bruthuod, Duke truthuod Dux, Arid- 


Aridgar, &c. who all confent and fubfiribe. gry Dux s Ot rake 
Sar, nfi I fi fe i Hiie preface fourth report. 
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Herethey didnot fubfcribe as Teftes but Con-- 

. fentientes? King: Etheldred held a Parliament at 

g Sir edward: Cooke Wood-ftocke & (Anno 979.) By the Counfell of his : 
ener ~ Cleargie-and Lacks. But the moft fpeciall piece - 
f of Antiquity before the Conqueft is of that great: 
A Po Parliament held by that great Kiig Canute King: 
pikatio ye n a 

nem desresorum que Of England, Denmark: sad Norway, * «hundred: 
pone ia “i a and thirty yeares béfore the Compiling of the great 

e Ai ER: charter;in his publike Parliament where were perfa- 
‘bus perfonaner 1m ee- nally prefent Wolftan and Adclaode Arch-bifhops,. 


mins’ K — ont, and Ailwin Bilop of Elmhanenfe, with other Bi-. 
Aiino Enfiopo Elm- hops, feven Dukes, 23 many Earles, with many: 
nnen © ei) Bo Koighis wnanimady canfenting: with she -Kings 
en totidera Comitibse, Votes. In which the Monattery of Saint Edmund. 
Cum plurim’s Gre- was exempt fromEpifcopall jurifdiGion. 


a cater And by King Hardi-Canute his [onne with the 


tientibus, &tcs-, confent of FEgclnode Arch-Bifhop of (Dover, now: 
stage aoe Oe Canterbtiey. ail Alfricke Atch+bifhop of 
favore Kgelned : Do- Yorke, and the voyces of other Bithops, and of all å- 
roborenfis, auncCantis-’ ther thé Lay-Princes, the for mer C harter was C onfir ş 
sernai eB med. In all which’ wee fee the Bifhops were then 
cepoun fufräg z nec prefent and confenting, likewife in the old Track 
pak 1i ih man cald, “Modus tenend: Parliament:”in the time of 
roboravit, ete. cooker Edward the Confeflor. The Affeinbly is fet 
Preface tothe ninth forth to confift of the Holy men (the Bifbops:: ) 
ees. edw scape. THE Aldermen, the Nobleinen,and the Wifemen, vizs 
Rex autemgui vicarims the Knights ,Citizens,and Burgeffes + 
fammi Regueltyadhoz. - And in the Lawes of Edward the Confeffor 
songhitutia ef ut rege ` m e wen lt | Oe 
aam cr po} w'um Domi- AMOngL{t others, is principally recited of the King, 


Le 


ni &/uncr omnia fan: wh is Gods Vicar, is ordained to this end. 


Aan Ecctefiam vegas: A ) ) 
defendas e, T hat he fhall rule the Kingdome and the re a 
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our Lord, and above all the Holy Church, and defend 
the fame. Whichlawes of St. Edward were bya 
‘Tury of 12. difcreet men in every County (fworne 
neither to, flatter prerogative, nor extend priviledge) 
prefented at the command of the Conqueror,and 
‘by Aldred Arch-Bifhop, and Hugh Bifhop of Lon- 
_don compofed into a Magna charta, and by him ra- 
tified firmiter cy Inviolabiliter, obfervand : which 
“priviledges being violated by William Rufus were 
reftored by Henry the Pf commanding ali the Laws 
-of King Edward to be obferved : And King-Henry 
‘the fecond, Anno 1185. Calls a Parliament of his 


Clergie and people with. all his Nobilitie. And con, 


firmes te God and to the Church,to his Barons and fub- 
jects, all grants, liberties, and free cuftomes which 
Henry bu Grandfather had granted untothem. Yn 
the Sixth of King Yohn, a Parliament was held by 
‘the confent of his Arch-Bifhops, Earles, Barons, 
and faithfull fubjects of England. And in the fe- 
venteenth of King Iohn, out of the ancient Lawes 
formerly compiled and feletted (by Edward the con- 
feffor, ost of the Huge heape of the Lawes, which 
the Britans, Romans, Englifh, avd Danes had 
made) was abftratted that great Charter of our Li- 
berties call'd Magna Charta. Which was divul- 
ged and ratified by King Henry the third,in thefe 
words. Frrft we have granted to God, and by this 
our préfent Charter have confirmed -for us and our 
heyres for ever, That the Church of England fhall 
be free, and fhall have allher. whole rights.and liber- 
ties inviolable, 3 

T2 Now 


$9 


Ex I-gupha Abbate 
Crowlandenfe, ex libre 
Antiquarnm tegum: 


Ex Rogero Hovedret 
o will. Monach. 3 
Malmefbur: 


Cookes E pif s9. Res: 


pore. H. 2. Convoca- 
vitclerumregni © po- 
palum cum omni Nobi 
litate ad fentcm cleri- 
cormm,&c. 


‘Sciatis quod confenfum 


csl affenfu Archiepifce- 
porum , comitum Baro- 
num © omniam fidelik 


nifrorum Anglie, &e, 


Cooke Ep: <. Rep. 
Matth : Parts ,pag.246. 
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Report. 
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Now whether their right of Effence, that is,of - 
being members of this publike body, whether: 
their intereft in Councell in the inftitution of the- 
Lawes to ‘Rule’ this body, have'not through all 
thefe prefidents of Antiquity feem’d to walke 
hand in hand with us, orif they appeare not to. 
have had the fame prefcription for the fame fun- 
damentalls of their liberties as other fubjects 
have; Is to me (I confeffejundiftinguif'd: And 
the fame feeme rather to be yet continued downe 
tothe prefent then feparate by any diftinct lawes. 
For inthe ninth of Henriethethird : ° it is confir- 
med witha generall enlargement, that No man 
hall be diffeifed of his liberties or: free customes but. 
by lawfull judgment of his Peeres ; Which liberties 
are particularly-enlargedtothe Cre arctre, 
3. E. the firft. >And the Charter of liber- 
ties ‘is againe confirmed as well to the Church. 
as people;25. E: the firft, © And is enacted. 
that the fame shall be pleaded as the common Laws 
and that any judgment contrary tothe fame fhall bee 


voyd *, Now what- were conceived violations. 


of their liberties feverall lawes will: determine. 

1. Edward the thisd, $ It is faid | the Kings Fae - 
ther byevill Counfellors had feized into his hands the. 
Temporalties of .diverfe Bilhops, and. tis enacted, 
that fromthenceforth it fall not-be done. > 
_ No purveyer to take a Bifhops ‘goods without his 
confent £ > (The reafon given) for we doe take the 
faid Prelates and Cleargie into fpeciall provection, of 
us and our -heyres. Another Statute of the fame 

yeare . 
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yeare preferves their Temporalties$. Anditfhould gt4-E. 3.3: 


appeare they were by the Law preferved as a 
right to thé Church,not to be forfeited by the de- 
linquency of the prefent Bi/hop; But preferved 
to the fucceflor, being {pecially enaGted, That 
h Sith they be Peeres of the Land, their Temporalties 
foall not bee feized on a contempt, but they fhall be fi- 
ned. And inthe28. of Edward the third, in the 
General] ratification of the great Charter where- 
in it was then further enacted, ` That none fhall be 
difherited without being brought in Anfwer by due 
proceffeof Law, It cannot be conceived but they 
were included, being never fever’d: All which 
Explanations of the Liberties: ofthe Cleargie 
have beene involved in the feverall confirmations 
of that great Charter, which hath teceived no 
leffe then thirtie feverall ratifications : Andin the 
ftarute of fixteene Richard the fecond, . The Bi- 
oops are declared to be profitable and nece[farie.to our 
Lord the King, and to all his Realme, and that by the 
removall of them his [aid Leize Sages the Realme 
[ouid be deftitute of Counfell. And inthe Statute 
of 8., Elizabeth they:are recited to be.oue of the 
greatef? States of this. Land, Now. whether whol- 
ly to Roote up this order which hath thus beene 
fupported by our Lawes ever fince we had lawes, 
ro nullifie thefe priviledges, which have the fame 
Antiquity, Authority, that wecan challenge for 


ói 


`» 


hiig. E- 3.6 


~ 


228.E. 3.3. 


16. R.'2 3, 


8, Eliz ; 


ours to divide this body politique,which hathne- ` ` 
ver beene fever’d fince-we had a head, to take a- : - 


way thefe confirm’d Temporalities, may not bee 
guage con- 


- 


Ay 
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conceived a dangerous breach upon this Bul- 
warke of our'Liberties, of which (as-Sir-Edward 
Cooke fayes (Magna fuit quondam Magna :Reve- 
rentia'Charta,) may norjudge, but holding my 
felfe a'free-man by the inviolable rights of this 
Charter, ‘I hope Imay without offence makea 
quate. 


Se&. 14. 
The taking away the Order of Ep {coz 
. pacic would occafion great diftra- 
lion inthe common Law. 


JT fhould feeme likewife that the removing of 
this order of Bifhops would fhake a great part of 

‘the foundation of our Common Lawes, 
Fitz-Harbert holds that original writs are the 
grounds and foundations wherenpon the whole Law 

Siete 8. doth depend. 

ie Now tis very evident that many of thefe writs 
willbe cleerely nullified: for ablata caufa tollitur 
, Te ; And thefe being many of them derived 
3H. 3, Tin prohibi- from, fome fpecially againft, others direéted to 
Tempore H.3. pro- the Bifhops,-and fome returnable by them, muft 
genitor.cjus Regt Angl: needs -with them fall voyd, of which nature are 
Pr oman the writs of prohibition to the Bifhop, and of conful- 
gillo procedere probi- tation after prohibition, which were declared to 
= e de jure Re- iffue in all-the time of Henriethe third, and his 
Brad: Gbs.fel.gaé, Royall Progenitors. Bracfon. our old Lawyer tells 
Á pS, 
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us; None can certifie excommencement but only the 
Bifbop, whence mutt fall ex confequenti the writ 
of. Excommunicato Capiendo-upon he Certificate 
of the. Bifhap. The feverall writs of Quare im- 
pedit; Quod-permittar, Ne admittas, asalfo the 
writ directed to the Bifhop ad admittendum Cleri- 
cim. And upon the Bifhops default of executi- 
on, The writ of 2uare non admifit, quare Incum- 
bravit, gre. Asalfo Breue de cautione admitten- 
da, Breve de fignificavit, Breve de Heretico com- 
burendo, upon conviction of the Bifhop with ma- 
ny others, will bee in the moft part voyd, which 
writs in former times have had fuch relation to 


Bifhops that fome of them have fit with the She- - 


riffes -in the County Courts for returne of writs, 


and feverall Bi/hops have had appropriated.to their . 


Sees the returne of writs: Indoomfday-booke, 
it is found, that The hundred of Ofwaldfhaw in 
which were three hundred Hydes of land, belonged 
to the Bifhop of Worchefter of o'd, and no She- 
riffe had any jurifdittion there, of which are many 
‘prefidents. i Pa am 
By their removall there fhall be no officer tocer- 
tifiein a writ of baitardié, Maliertic, Loyaltie of: Ma- 
srimonie, it being the proper act of the Bifhop : -The 
right of prefentation (which is the a& of the Pa- 
tron offering his Clearkto the Bifhop of the Dio- 
ceffe to be inftituted,) And.all patronages will 
be voyd.’ That which is'a maxime of the Com- 
mon Law; that where the right is [pirituall and the 
remedy only by-Ecclefiajticall Lawy The conufance 
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Doomelday : 
Ectlefia Ste Ma- 
rie dewercbefer habet 
Eundred : vocat, Of- 
wald-fbaw : ix quaja~ 
cent 300, Hyde de gui- 
tus Epifcopus ipfius Ec- 
ciefie à conttitueione 
Antiquorum Tenpor Kn 
babet redditioncs, &c. 
Tta ut nullusvicecomes, 
&e. 

Cooke ft + fol. 13.4, 
fbid: fol: 120. aa 
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"Cooke de jure Regis 
Esclefiaftico: fol. 13. 
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only appertains to the Ecclefiafticall Conrt; will leave 
thany men deftitute of remedy. > il 

The diftinG rights betwixt Patron, Parfon, and 
Incumbent at the common Law ; and the grants 
of Bifhops, Deanes,and Chapters appraved by the 
Common Law, will certainly receive great di- 
ftraction. I profeffe my felfe farre from the abi- 
litie to prefent all the Inconveniences: yet if the 
branches that fpread themfelves, from thefe few 


Rootes, be well confidered, I prefume they will 


affoord matter of great con{ultation before the 


-body of the Law be thus anatomized. 


/Sereriro0N I5. 
The Statute Lawes concerning Bifhops, 


THough'the inconvenient effects, Vhe fubver- 
fion of this order may produce in the Com- 
mon Law, be leffe vifible, yetthe Havocke ficha 
change muft make inthe Statute Lawes, is more 
obvious to our eyes. Many of which become 
wholly voyd, others in part. 
As the Statute of Curcamfpecte agatis thirteenth 
E. the firft, * whereby it appeares the Bifhops 
might hold pleain their Courts of Tythes, obventions, 


"oblations, Mortuaries, redemptions of pennance, lay- 
ang violent hands on aClearke, defamations, G6. 


Like- 


A briefe Reviewof Epifcopacie. 
‘Likewife the Statute called Articuli cleri. 9.E.2.° 
‘Confifting of many branches, wherein t'is rati- 
fied ifthe Prelates and Cleargy and their Succeffours 
for ever, may exercife Eccleftafticall Iurifdiétion in 
the Premiffes. Alfo the feverall Statutes, concern- 
ing Excombmunication by the Bifhop : © All Statutes 
concerning the Ordinary, enabling him te pay debts 
of the goods of the Intestate; of Counterpleading 
the Kings Title to Benefices by Lapfe,° of Collation 


65 
vArt: ctliag E 
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d 13, Eline 19 
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to Benefices after Sixe Moneths,‘ of reformation of &r.H.5.1 


the Government of Hofpitals,of vifitation of Diocef- 


fes and Donatives,& of giving Cofts for deteyning of n H.8.20 


Tyths ,® for which by the Common Law is no 
remedy,with many others. As alfo the Statutes 
enabling Bifhops to examine the abilities of Parfons 
prefented to Benefices,* to correct for Defamations X 
žo punifh fuch as firike in the Church-yard, ‘to fup- 
preffe and punifh Herefies,™ to receive the pro- 
bates of Teftaments", and grant Adminiftrations 
which muft produce great diftraétions in the 
State concerning wills, Executours, and Admini- 
ftratours, which will concerné very many mens 
eftates, the feverall Statutes of Dilapidations, Sub- 
firiptions of AdmifSion to Cure, of inftitutions and 
Qualifications of Suffragans , of Prefentations by 
Lapfe upon deprivations, divers Statutes concern- 
ing Leafes of Bifbops lands and of Benefices which 
Cue will be of no ufe. 
Such as are well vers’d inthe Statutes may ( T 
beleeve)eafily collect above Sixicore feveral Sta- 
tutes, many whereof will become wholly voyd, 
K others 


h 32H, 3.7, 
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15.E.6.4 
miz Eliz 
121.H8.9 


66; 


Sis Ed. Cooke de jure. 
Regis Ecclefatico. f 4a 


Cookes Littleton? 4 + 


A briefe Review of Epilcopacie. 

others ina great part, if the Epifcopall Turifdiati- 
on be abolifhed. 

Sir Edward Cooke {ums up divers cafes, where- 
in if the Statutes had not enabled the Béfhops to 
procced n their Ecclefiafticall Courts, there haa” 
beene no remedy, being they belong not to the. 
Common Law-obferve (faies he) feeing the deter- 
ww nation of Herefies, Schifmes, and errours in Reli- 
Gion, ordering, examination, admon, inftitution, 
and depr.vation of men of the Church, of right Ma- 
trimony, Divorces, and general Bastardy, (where- 
upon depend the ftrength of mens difcents and 
inheritances) of Probates of tefaments, and letters of 
Administration ( without which no debt nor duty 
due to any dead man can be recovered by the - 
Common Law) Mortuaries, penfions, procurations, 
reparations of Churches, Simony, Inceft, Adultery, . 
Fornication and Incontinencie, and fome others, doth : 
not belong tothe Common Lav, how neceffary it was 
for the adminiftration of Iuftice, that-Ecclefiafticall ’ 
Courts were Authorized to determine fo great. and ` 
important caufes. Inall.which Fcclefiafticall cau- 
ies and Iurifdictions the Bifhop is the Kings ordi: - 
nary and immediate officer, and ever hath beene ap- - 


roved by our Comnion,: ratified by our Statute - 
Lawes. . 


Sed, 
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“Section 16. 


VV ether Abolifbing of Biflops may 
fiand with the Kings Legall 
Prerogative, 


y aftly itis confiderable, whether Bifhops doe 
“not appeare to have an infeparable fupportati- 
on by the Kings mof Antient, moft Legall, Pre- 
rogative. 
What power Bifhops had before they came 
into this nation hath been formerly fhewed ; 
fince they were firft planted in this Kingdome, it 
is now Neere fifteene hundred yeares, over whom 
the Kings before the Conqueft had ever Ecclefi- 
afticall Iurifdiction, and William the Conqueror as 
- King of England, made appropriation of Churches 7.8.3-tiu Duare Impedit, 
with Cure to Ecclefiafticall perfons, whence it follow- 2 '% s fe , 
ed (fays Six Edward Cook *) that he had Ecclefia- i e 
fricall Turifdition. ie Rex Anglia ap- 
It is recited in the Charter of Henry thefirft, in aii unit eae 
the foundation of the Abbey of Redding, That buf confequitur cooke de 
; : ; oy Jure Ecclf.10. 
afwell in regard of his Ecclefiasticall as Regall power, Init i T 
he ordaines that the poffe/Sions of the AA bbey fhallre- deRedding an t 25 ,Sta- 
maine entire and free for ever, From which and timu antem tam Eccefie 
other prefidents (Sir Edw.Cooke concludes) Afwel fette vie Wen 2; 
by the antient Common Laws of this Realme, by the oc _” 
Refolutions and Indgements of the Iudges and ae fet jure€cclefeRico, 
K2 i nee 


68: A briefe Review of Epifcopacie.. 
of the Laws of England, in all {ucce(Sion of ages, as by 
the authority of many A cts of Parliament, antient, 
and of later times , That the Kingdome of England is- 
an abfolute Monarchy, and that the King is the only. 
Supreame Governor, afwell over Ecclefiafticall per- 
fins, and in Ecclefiafticall caufes ,. as Temporall: 
Which Supreame power over Ecclefiafticall per- 
fons, isno way more manifefted than in the defi-. 
-gn tionor nomination of Bishops, (the Supreame 
-Officers in the Church ) it appearing by Law 
books, and by divers Aéts of Parliament. That- 
pe at fivft all the B{hopricks in England were of the- 
Govks Linket. foh334. . Kings foundation, and donative, per traditionem Ba- 
culi œ Annali, And: that King Henry the. firft, 
Rot.pat.rs Jan 17.70, being requested by the Bifhop of Rome, to make them 
MathParp2523  eleétive,refufed it : But King Iohn 17 of his Raigne, 
granted they fhould be eligible, Which Eleétion 
« 4s declared-by fevers] Statutes to be by the Deane 
- anid Chapter, but by the fpeciall defiguation and ap- 
pointment. of the King: Which right of nomina-. 
tion is by divers Statutes invefted- in the Crown: . 


BH Yg.. : And this right is not barely prefcribed to by Cu- 
iH” =, ~—-«stome, but acknowledged both by Common and 
= Statute-Laws, to bea right built upon reafon and 


Iuttice, for that all the Bifhopricks in England are of 
the Kings foundation, and the King is Patron of them 
b h * . . 

Cook Licfal izg 44° » Which is recited and. declared by the Sta-- 
17-£3f040. © tuteof 1. Iacobi.. 
25.6.3 ¢.de provi. 

State: lacci 3. Sepins determinatie? omnes €pifcopat. Anglia per Reees progenitores fandats - 

fuilfe co gituradvocationes eorum omninm ad Regem fpeđare : Principio ctiaws donativos fuif- 

Je: Cocke de jure Eccle, folze4,, l 

Now. 
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Now if this preheminence over the ftate Ec- 
clefiafticall, this right of Election or defignation \ 
being of fifteen hundred yeares prefcription, al- 
lowed ard confirmed, both by Common and 
Statute Law,be not a legali and infeparable prero- 
gative: Then certainly the old Maxime Nullam 
tempus occurrit Regi, is of little force. 

And’tis to me (Lconfefle) of a ftrange appre- 
henfion, that any fhould prefume to preach or 
prin fuch doétrines, fo abfolutely deftructive to 
this kingly Supremacy and Prerogative, and fo 
repugnanttothe Word of God. Asthat all Pa- Fie eae: 2: 
Jlors ought to be chofen by the people, or elfe their ele- dversohers, | PU 
clion ts not larfull, whereinthey do directly de- 
ny this Ecclefiaftical Jurifdiction. Having no 
other Argument to overthrow this, fo long con- 
ftant practife warranted by Law. But that they 
{ay it was fòin the Primitive times, which per- 
haps might betrue in fome private aflemblies, yet 
as is futhciently proved “where there then was (e- 
verrin the Apoftlés times) any-State or Province imod 
converted to thie Chriftian Faith, as Ephefus and TTU > 
Grete: The Apoftles ordained Bifhops, they Pref- - Me 
byters, that is, Minifters. 

But admit all Paftors had been then elective, 4 
when there was no Chriftian Civill Magiftrate to i 
choofe; no Vniverfities or Schooles of literature, ml 
to enable men for the Miniftery : No way to "allay 
judge of their-capacities , but by the exercife of ` voi 
thofe gifts which God in a miraculous meafure, > te 

-(for the. calling of the Gentiles) was pleafed to- “2 
ale SS 3 give 
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y ` give to meane people; No maintenance for a mi- 
,  niftery but what was collected out of private pur- 
“fes (who had thereby fome pretence of popular. 

elections.) No publike or free Churches, but pri- 

Martyrs fol: 39 Vate meetings in Holes or Caves: Is ie therefore 
_a rationall inference, That when Kings, Princes 

and whole Nations were converted to the Chri-~ 

ftian faith , who have founded and raifed up Vni- 

verfities and Schooles of Learning where men 

are trained up in the myfteries of Divinitie, of 

whofe abilities the common people cannot judge, 

whofe perfons or parts cannot be knowne to all 

but by recommendation, Since by the particu- 

lar Beneficence of Kizgs and Princes, Churches 

have beene built and endowed with maintenance 

for Minifters, without the purfe of the people: 

Mutt we now reduce the Government of a whole 

Nation to the fame Rule that govern’d forty or 

fifty who gathered themfelves into a body, and 

Zoravas Super Can:tz had no civill Magiftrate ¢ i 
Laod: Concilis Tis true, that fome few yeares after the Apo- 
ior I“ ur fpd sles times in fome places the popular elections of 


cum multeinde feditio- Bifhops and Minifters remained. But as foone 
nes exiflerent, Hiss as Chriftianitie begun to be any thing fpread,did 
faitum ef wt Epfepo” nor fuch elections then produce Mutinies, fediti- 
ram uniifeuju[g, pro- weve 
viscie autboritateeligi ons, bloud-fhed’ As Zonaras obferves. Intimes 
Epifnpum quemg, op- i / 
ie drvene pa. P Bilhops were chofen bythe voyce of the people, 
Ire Aic. but many feditions arifine, the Fathers ordained that 
e ae 137: every Bifhop frould be choféen by the Bihhops of Ais 
omines nctati funt— : Es ie . : i 
Sexcenta proferri pf. PTOUINECE, And recites feverall feditions, inftan 


funt de bis monumentas Cing that at the Election of Damafus 137. men 
were 
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were flaine, of which (fayeshe) might bce brought 
fixe hundred examples, And fince the wifdome of 
Princes,the Piety of Councells, finding fuch hor- 
tid effects of Popular elections, for the peace and 
good government of the Church did reduce Pro- 
Vinees into Diocefles, and fubdivided them into 
Parifhes (and for the avoyding of fuch Confufi- 
on) attributed for the moft part the right of pre- 
fentation tothe Prince or fubje@t, who had firft 
endowed the Churches with maintenance , what 
is it but to bring backe all to the firft Chaos, Thus 
to reduce all to popular elections ; To take from 
the King this antient Legall right of Patronage ¢ 
We allow priviledges, and ratifie all donations to 
Corporations, Cities, Burroughes, Hofpitalls, 
even to the Spittle, for the cure of difeafes, and 
fhall no Patronage bee firme , no endowment be 
valid which is made by fuch Royall Benefactors 
to the-cure of foules ? 

With the Abolition of this order muf ex coz- 
fequenti fall the Kings power of fummoning 
them tro Councell. Queftionleffe,when Eluthe- 
rias directed Lucius to take ont of the Scripture a 
Law, and according tothat Law to rule the land,Sure 
the Bifhops that then were the expofitors of that 
Scripture, were not excluded from the confulta- 
tion of thofe Lawes, which were to bee derived 
from that Scripture they had then newly taught. 
In all Chriftian ftates they had prime. place in 
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Councell : In the firt Records of Parliaments - 


we find, they had fo here, Their writs of Sum- 
mons 
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mons as Antient, and inthe fame words as thofe 
of Temporall Barons. Their Baronies Created - 
bythe Conqueror: We likewife acknowledge 
the King the fountaine of Honour: And are not 
bodies politicke, Corporations, Cities, Boroughs 
by our Lawes capable of rights, of liberties of 
Honours as well as private men? And if late in- 
ftituted,old decayed Burroughs doe all of them de 
Jure ede faito, prefcribe to and enjoy their right 
of Vote in Parliament: Is the whole order of 
Epifcopacie, The reprefentative body of the Cler- 
gie (who by former flatutes havehad the fame pri- 
viledges granted to them in Parliament time as other 
great men and Commons have) \efle capable of 
rights then every fmall Burrough ¢ Are the Kings 
Grants of priviledges, honours, good to fuch, 
and yet 1500. yeares patronage. neere a thou- 
fand yeares prefcription to their Votes in Parlia- 
ment. The Kings writs of 700. yeares con- 
ftant practize, can neither preferve his Patronage, 
enable him to {ummon them, nor them to plead a 
priviledge. 

This fupreame power over them we find hath 


‘by our lawes deduc’d many priviledges to the 


Crowne. As to demife their Temporalties in va- 
cation times, To have all the lands of the free-hol- 
ders of Arch-Bifhops and Bithops upon attainders 
în Vacations To havethe firft fruits of Arch-Bi- 
fhops, Bifhops and all fpirituall promotions, pre- 
fentations by lapfe. And above all the right of daft 
appeale (of which both King and Subje@ p 

oole 
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loofe the benefit) for in the presbyterian difci- 
pline, There ss no appeale from their Synods to any 
Prince of the world. All which Iurifdictions, privi- 
ledges, and preheminences, are by the Statute of 1°. 
Elizabeth, Avnexed to the Imperiall Crowne, All 
which jurifdictions, priviledges, oc. we are by 
the oath of fupremacy fworne to defend. 

And the King himfelfe at his coronation is 
publikely, and folemnly fworne; To confirme the 
lawes, customes and franchizes of the Clergie, To 
preferve to the Bifhops and the Churches committed 
to their charge all Canonical priviledges and due law 
and juftice, And to protect and defend to his power 
the Bifhops and Churches under his government. 
Now whether the totall demolition of Epi/copa- 
cie, doe not extinguifh this right of Patronage, 
Eclipfe this regall power of fummons, ftop this 
{pring of Honour, nullifie thefe ancient and rati- 
fied prerogatives of the Crowne? Or how the 
oath of {upremacy wee have taken may bee dif- 
penc’d,or hisMajeftes oath interpreted wil(I pre- 
{ume)appeare-very confiderable,both ex zaconve- 
nienti certo, c7 ex.confequenti dubio: Nothing be- 
ing more dangerous to a State then to admitan 
alteration of its fundamentall inftitutions. 


Ẹ Conclu- 
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CONCLPYSION. 


P Ve rather , fince the Government of the 


*~ Church by Bifhops, by thefe proofes appeares 
to bee inftituted by the Apoftles: That the An- 


- gels of the Churches were Bifhops,that their fuc- 


ceffion hath been conftant and continual! from 


the Apoftles to this inftant: that they have been 


Diocefan Bifhops, exercifing fuperiority over 
the reft ofthe Clergy: That they-have had the. 
fame power of Iurifdiction, Ordination, Excom- 
munication, inalltimesas now-they have, That- 
they have beene antiently honored with Titles, 
have had Arch-Bifhops, Are approved’ by late 
Writers ,defired by the Reformed Churches, ra- 
tified by our Lawes; The right of their defigna- 
tion invefted:in the Crown, we bound by oath to 
preferve that ‘right ; And the King, taking -his 
oath to prefervethem: And-fince by the eftabli- 
fhed Articles of our Religion, Wee are inftructed: 
to beleeve and acknowledge that there is nothing fu- 
perstitious or unvodly in their Confecration; but that: 
whofoever are fo confecrated, are rightly, orderly, and 
lawfully Confecrated : Before any fuch great and 
totall ranfmutation ofthe fabrick of the Church’ 
fall be admitted, I fhall hope in a Nationall Sy- 
nod, there will bea full difcuffion and refutation 
of all that feeming authprity of Scripture and Fa- 
tners, which is and may bee pleaded for the right 
ofthat Calling, whereby every man may be ae 
fied 
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fied in Confcience of the lawfulneffe of fucha 
Change of Government, The principles of Re- 
ligion depending upon Divine, not humane Au- 
thority: That of S.Aujlia feeming to meea Rule ae iy. ge Baptizat. 
unanfwerable ; What the Church hath always held, cap'r4. Quod unine fa- 
what hath net been inftituted by Councels, but ever ls tenuit a ee 
practifed in the Church, is most rightly to be beleeved Aaa a 
as an A poftolicall Tradition. And Tertullian COn- tum eli non nifi Apollo- 
cludes, That zs evident to have come from the Apo- ‘4 ware Ye 
files, which was facredly obferved in the Churches of Tenul ce prxlerip.ad. 
the Apostles. If fo we know what precept the A- verfusHer. J tne 
poftle Paul hath left us, Brethren fand fast , and Diafiab ahot As 
hold the Traditions which ye have been taught whe- ditum quod apud Eccle- 
ther by word or our Epistle. i i Tieta 

Now on the contrary, what foundation this a eo 
Pref byterian difcipline by Lay Elders, hath on 
Scripture or Tradition I never yet faw fhadow ofe 
I would be glad to have this one Quere refolved in 
reafon and policy. | 

Either thefe new defigned Governors mutt 
Rule with, or without a Law ; If by Law, it muft 
be either new,or old ¢ Ifnew,and that after 1600 
yeares flourifhing of the Church, a right Rule bee’ 
not yet fet; who fhall hope to live to fee it perfe- 
ced? If Old, wee have no patterne, but that 
which other Reformed Churches follow ; either 
Civill or Ecclefiafticall Law: Iffo, where will 
be found.7, or as is required in fome Parifhes, 13 
Lay Elders, that can read it, much more for every 
yeare a frefh fupply? How many ages muft paffe 
before it bee univerfally underftood by fuch ‘a 
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In the Interim, what confufion muft follow ? 

Ifthere muft be no Law, but we muft bee left 
tothe Arbitrary Goverar.ent of the Paftour, and 
his Elders , I have no more to fay, but Miferereno- 

firi: God deliver me from fuch a Government; T 
was born free,thatis,heyre to laws, And laws/(fays 
Sir E.Cook)were well called Libertates Anglie,quia:. 
Liberos nos faciunt, Becaufe Laws make us free. 
And certainly there is no fuch Tyranny as no 
Law. The vulgar may call'this Liberty, but {uch 
Liberty brings in Licentioufneffe, which is ever 
the fore-runner of fervitude. What do wee call a 
Tyrant, but him whofe will is a Law ; what muft 
we call ten thoufand fuch ? 

But fay fome, what will this concerne the Ci- 
vill State? Yes, Bullinger obferves, the Anabap- 
tifts in Germany began with the Bifhops,but ended: 
with the Civill Magiftrate. And one-of our own 
ingenioufly concludes, Quod per Ecclefiam, Rex & 
Regnum folidum {ubjistend: habent fundamentum, . 
That by the ftable Government ofthe Church, 
the King and Kingdome havethe {olid foundation ` 
of their fubfiftence. . l 

The-holy finger of Ifrael not -infisnificantly 
couples together, Nolite tangere Chriftos: meos i 
(which .S. Hierome appropriates to Kings) ¢ in 
Prophetis meisnolite malignari, Touch not mine - 
Annointed,and:do my Prophets no harme: As- 
if King-and Prieft:had an infeparable dépendance - 
af good and ill upon one another. 

Phe Ingenious Inquifitor into the Conftituti- 

Ons. . 
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ons of Common-wealths , layes this Maxime, 
Thofe Princes or Republiks which would keep them- 
[elves from ruin, muf above all things preferve Reli- 
gion venerable : Religion is the perfect Cement 


4 
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ofa State, which diffolved, it muft neceffarily falt. 


in peeces. Hence moft Kingdomes in antient 
times joyned the royall and prieftly dignity, and 
that out of policy , that their ceremonies might 
not only receive honor from fo great attendances, 
but that the devotion rayfed by thofe great folem- 
nities might eftablifhand fecure them in the hearts 
of their people. 

Tacitus therefore faid well, Deorum munere 
fimmum Pontificem [fummum hominem effe: Tt was 
the fpeciall favour of the Gods,that the chiefe of 
Priefts was the chiefe of men. 

Mahomet left the office of chiefe Prieft anne- 
xed tothe Royall dignity. And amongft the 
Romans, as if they had ruled both with one arme, 
whilft there was a feparation of Royalty and Prieft- 
hood, it became an honor always refident in the Empe- 
rours perfon from Iulius:Cæfar, in whomthe Empire 
and Pontificate were at first by chance united, and con- 
tinned ftill in Conftautine, Valentinian, Valens , and 
rhe Christian Emperours till Gratian first caft off both 
the name andattire. And as nothing more fecures 
a Crown than a Religious.reverenceto authority: 
There are.certainely no fo fearefull prodigies.of 
a declining State, as violation of Laws, contempt 
of Religious orders, and neglect of Divine wor- 
fhip.. All which we fee daily,attempted -by fome 
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‘of thofe Difciplinarians, who admit no Reforma: . 


tion, no qualification, but the utter extirpation of 


ithe Bifbops,the abfolute fubverfion of the Churche 


Government. 

But happy ‘it is,that thefe feavers of a State have 
broke forth into a Difcovery of themfelves, when 
the Phyfitian is at hand, fitting the Parliament; 
whofe ready early help, will by Cods grace allay 
this Heate,and reduce our Body Politique to its 
perfect temper. 

Happy it is we have fuch a patterne of Peace, 
fhewed us by our Prince of peace,who hath made 
our neighbours the objects of his mercy, us of his 
love; In his piety fecurine them with an a& of ob-, 
livion. In his equity , looking upon our grie- 
varices, giving up to the hand of Iuftice all delin- 
quents, and putting himfelfe upon the affections 
and loyalty of his people. In the whole circum- 
ftances,an act of Grace not parallelled by any fto- 
ry. Iffuchapplaufe were given to David, when 
Saul had flaine his ro00, and David his 100005 
what greater plaudites muft wee give to him, 
whofe compaffion and wifdome hath undeniably 
preferved millions of his people. : 

Let us give to Cefar his due acknowledgment, 
and to God the prayfe , And with the Prophet u- 
nanimoufly cry, Bleffed be the Lord God of our Fa- 
thers, who hath put fuch a thing as this-in the Kings 
heart. And God put it into the hearts, of all his 
loyall people,to meet this grace of his,with cheer- 
fulneffe of fpirit, and contentation of heart,.and 

E direct 
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direct the confultations of his High Counfels to a 
{peedy regulation of the poore diftraéted Church, 
and to deliver this our Eden from (the formidable 
prodigy of deftruction) the flaming Sword brandi- 
fhed ın our Frontiers. That fo our peace, fecured 
by his Mercy, and our providence, our Liberties 


redeemed by his Tuftice and our diligence, the- 
Church preferved by his Piety and our modera- - 


tion, his united Empire, all our hearts may {peake 
the Pfalmifts Language : . 


The Lord prolong the Kings life, O prepare mercy 


and truth, that may preferve him, P{al.61.7. 


That we may all with Holy David pray for the. 
peace of Hierufalem, they shall profper that love + 


her, Pfal.122.6. 
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The Table 


Ofthe feverall Sections i in the 


farvey of Presbytery. 


>a prima. The defigne of the Presbyterians. 


W3 


I5 
16 


17 
18 


The method of their proceeding. 

Their cenfure of she Clergte in Raten Elizabeths 
dajes. 

The opinions of the Reformed Churches of her time. 


` A difcuffron whether they feeke to pull donne or ad- 
_ vanceshe Clergie, 


The Ecclefafticall Laws agreeable t to Gods Word. 


_ The Presbyterians mufinot be preferibed injdorine, 


They muf be freed from civill miferies. 

“pifeopacie mof agreeable with Monarchie, 
Presbysery pee ent with ALonarchie. 

Presbytery snconfiftent with Civill Magifiracie. 
Presbhyery saconpftent with laws. 

The inordinate violence of the Presbytery. - 

Thar thts Difcipline brings not liberty to thevulgar, 
but introduces a meere Arbitrary Government. 
That the Presbyterian difcipline is confeffed a yoake. 
The vain excufe shat Lay-elders {bell moder ate) re- 
futed, 

No Reformed Church gives any prefident paralell 
with us, 

Conclufion. That 10 introduce anew rfi fs dange- ` 


rom. 
q: The 


TheTable, to heReview k. Epifcopacic. 
bo P 4: a “ iT 
hay pina, ney thie vir fbas Tash 2 Apophis 


times, 
2 Tip the feven Angels of the pM Churches mere 
Bifhops. . ' 
That a ere hath bin 4 TWE d fiscce fion OF Bifhops. s 
-That they were D iòeefan Bifhops. 
That rhe Clergie ought to be fuptriour to one hhbe. 
That ibey affume np ae or jurifaeBion ihtir Redes 
ceffors bad not. ` 
7 That Bifbops had the fimt poner of OFiblbon in in, 
former, times. - 
8  Ecclef aflicall cenfures anciently 3 iz Bifbops. ` 
9 Tiles of? Honour anciently g giten to Bifbops. 
ro That there’ were s Archbifbops in the primitiven times. 
11 That late'g great Writers approved. Bifbops. > 
12 T Hi Bifbops: were approved i inthe Reformed Chur. 
ches, 
13 Epifcopacie'a rovid bythe antient cuftitnar laws. 
. 14 Thar tain Epitope will olca On ares di. 
“Prattion in in the Common Laws. 
15 That it wall deflroy g great part of the Statwie Laws. 
16 Whether it may be done ki the Kings Ligal ` Prerò- 
dail gative, i 


17 Teco. wurg eee) ia a ma 


Ay Aa N 


Errata, 


we 


Eader,the Authors abfence hath oceafion’d 

many omifsions, having not opportunity to 
piruicthe Preffe , efpecially in the quotations. 
The beft helpe is thy friendly patience , to paffe 
by the literal! faults, amend thefe few following, 
and beare with the reft. Some of them vary the 
fence,therefore it is defired thou wilt amend them 
ere thou readeft. 


Errata. 


js the Survey of Presbytery,PrefiB 2,p.2,line.7 al men,line 11.for 
inftru€ted r ,inerufted, Se&.2-L19. forschem,r. cheir Se&t.2,pag.2s 

marg.l.4t,read Prelate Church. Se&.3,not 1, marg.r pertukftis i- 
bidem for eddifti,r,eddidiftinor(k) for ne nec.C 2,p,2.marg.not o for 4% 
r 21, Se& 7,1,12,blor our they fay, Se&,7 sD 841,17, add (as Calvin cals 
them) fanatici homines &c. E1, 9 for Deo r,duo , marg.for Tomes, r 
Tom.7, E 2,p,2-1,17,1,Cenfurers, E 3,p,25!,29, adde fch unlimited, 
Sc&.9,1,9,for every r, Envy,clamuur, F fol. 1,13, a full point at pof- 
feffion, fol,F,2,p,2, 4, put our (H) F 3,1,23,for and r,&c.ibidsmarg. 
I,tr,t,frenabit, fol, G 2,p, 21,251, obfervable G 3, p,2, marg,l,2,fs, 
Dominio G 4, marg.1,2,1,59,H 3.p,3,1,t9, adde man not co reft, fol, 
1 1,r7,r.Presbytery, fol, 2,1, 12, after repent: adde The Presbyterians 
affirme, 1 3 p,2,1,6,r, thele new Standerbearers, K 8,1,x,blor our that, L 
25P5%5l,7,for thofe r, the/e,L 3,1,7,ryClafficall. 


Inthe Review of Epifcopacic. 


Fol,g ,marg,l tr r, Heraclam C,fol,zo,marg,|,? $r Epifcopatum. fel,11 

marg.1,t2z,for ad id,r adverfus, fol, 13,1,2,1,Fenceleffe, fol, 24,1,8,r, 0- 
theri fol, 16,margs!,25 1 boc fol,27,1,12,for many ray, fol,38,1,§ ,for 
caufe,r,courfe : fol,39,1.4,fot received re retained fol, 43 ,ls 2, for ablo- 
lure r,obfelete, fol,57, 1,20, for which his r,with bis, fol,65,1,3,for ifr, 
i bat the Prelates ,l,28.put out sare,folg7,l,29, for buch r, buc. 
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